1
18

	Case Study 1
Setting

The nature of the relations between my mother and her grandchildren permitted me to conduct the research in my own home.  However, since I no longer live at my mother’s house, my four hours of observation had to be confined to two separate weekends spent at home.

The nature of the relationship between the children and their grandmother is somewhat complex.  In spite of the fact that she treats them quite harshly at times, they remain very fond of her.  They are happy to spend time at her house, it seems they are afforded more freedom.  Boundaries are set but no enforced.  None of her grandchildren are afraid to talk back to her.  It’s as though she no longer has the energy to insist on a strict code of behaviour.

Hence, although television viewing in their own home is possibly more controlled; at their Grandmother’s house this is not generally the case.  Thus, the setting in terms of television viewing behaviour appears more relaxed at their grandmother’s house than at the participants own home.

My mother is an excellent cook.  Accustomed to cooking for a large family all her life, she has continued in this mode, possibly with her grandchildren in mind.  They have noted this fact and are happy to partake of her home-cooking.  She also tends to buy more junk food than they would ordinarily find in their own home; and she doesn’t attempt to regulate their food in take in the way that a parent might tend to do.  Her concern is more with keeping her kitchen neat and tidy.  

Another practical enticement for the children to watch television at their grandmother’s house may be the comfort and coziness afforded by the open fire there.  Their own home is centrally heated and so an open fire is rarely lit. 
Observation Notes

Session 1

1     17/11/'95
6.30  Home and Away

2     Claire - f 11yrs; Jack - m 15yrs; Tom  - 

3     m 31 yrs

4     

5     Claire and Jack have been in the living room 

6     for over an hour

7     listening to music and chatting to Tom.  

8     They have been vying for his attention 

9     each eager to relate the events of the past 

10    month since they last saw him.  

11    Claire stands despite an abundance of free 

12    chairs - 

13    her body language suggests she is 

14    attempting to make her presence felt.  

15    Her older brother tends to overpower her 

16    and is controlling most of the conversation 

17    with Tom  as they sit facing each other 

18    across the coffee table. 

19    At this point the TV is switched off 

20    and conscious of my project Tom  suggests 

21    that they watch Home and Away..

22    I have maintained a certain aloofness since 

23    they arrived.  

24    I am seated at the dining table surrounded 

25    by economics books and have indicated to 

26    them that I am doing an assignment for 

27    college.  

28    They have not questioned this any further 

29    and are unaware that they are being 

30    observed.  

31    However, based on what my mother (their 

32    grandmother) has told me their behaviour 

33    is generally more exemplary when Tom 

34    and I are present.  

35    She believes they are attempting to appear 

36    more mature for our benefit.

37    T's suggestion to watch Home and Away is 

38    met with more enthusiasm by Claire than J

39    Jack seems more interested in discussing 

40    the latest Oasis single with T.  

41    Claire turns on the TV and increases the 

42    volume as Jack continues to talk.  

43    Jack promptly tells her to turn the volume 

44    down which she does reluctantly.  

45    This elicits an irritable reaction from Jack 

46    but he gradually becomes interested in the 

47    programme content as well.

48    After a period of concentration Jack 

49    comments on one of the characters saying 

50    "She always dresses like a tart" 




	51    Claire retorts by saying "Yes, but she's nice".

52    The character in question is a rather 

53    likeable Marilyn Munroe type lookalike 

54    who does appear rather scantily clad.

55    10mins

56    At one point Claire asks Jack about 

57    something unfolding in the plot.  

58    He gives what appears to be a satisfactory 

59    explanation relating to a number of 

60    characters with which I am unfamiliar.  

61    However, his answer betrayed a fairly 

62    comprehensive knowledge of the 

63    programmes plot which elicited a smile 

64    from Tom.  

65    Jack then appeared to be mildly 

66    embarrassed that he had spoken so 

67    knowledgeably.  

68    Claire continued her viewing oblivious to 

69    Jack's discomfort.  

70    Jack at this stage picked up a Hot Press 

71    magazine and started to turn the pages, not 

72    reading but looking at the pictures 

73    and occasionally glancing at the TV.

74    10mins

75    Just as the programme is over the phone 

76    rings.  Tom  answers it. 

77    It is Jack and Claire's mother telling them to 

78    return home for dinner.  

79    A moment of fleeting disappointment 

80    passes over their respective faces but by 

81    the time Tom  comes off the phone Jack is 

82    already telling Claire "Let's go".  

83    As they leave Jack shouts "See you later" to 

84    both of us.

85    10mins

86    

87    

88    Session 2

89    17/11/'95
9.30  The Late Late 

90    Show

91    Jack - m 15yrs; Matt- m 20yrs; Tom  

92    - m31 yrs; Grandmother

93    

94    The setting is again the living room.  

95    Jack is seated on the floor next to the 

96    stereo  

97    Matt is slouching in a soft chair holding the 

98    remote control for the TV.  

99    Tom  is seated on the couch beside my 

100   mother. 




	101    I am in the same position as before 

102   supposedly finishing my economics 

103   assignment.

104   My mother is reading the newspaper and 

105   periodically nodding off.  There is an open 

106   fire in the room which is creating a warm 

107   comfortable glow. 

108   The TV is switched on, but the volume is 

109   muted.

110   As the Late Late Show begins, my mother 

111   asks Matt to increase the volume.  

112   At first he doesn't hear her because Jack is 

113   asking him and I quote “Is it possible to 

114   hook up the stereo to the TV?"

115   My mother repeats her request this time a 

116   little louder.  

117   She also says to no one in particular: "Keep 

118   quiet now this is the only programme I 

119   watch in the week".

120   At this Matt starts to whisper an answer to 

121   Jack's query about the stereo speakers.  

122   Jack can't hear, so Matt gives up as Granny 

123   casts an irritated glance in his direction..

124   The first twenty minutes of the show pass 

125   in almost entire silence.  

126   There is an item about conservation which 

127   appears to have captured everyone's 

128   attention, including my own. 

129   I occasionally have to remind myself of my 

130   observation exercise.  

131   My mother at one point comments "You 

132   should finish up for tonight".

133   She is still looking at the TV as she speaks, 

134   so it is easy for me to mutter something 

135   about wanting to try and finish as I 

136   hurriedly open one of the economic books 

137   on the table.  

138   Neither Matt nor Jack take their eyes off 

139   the TV.

140   When the adverts come on Matt 

141   immediately changes over to the other 

142   channel only to find adverts there too.  

143   (there are only two channels) 

144   He does not react, but continues to gaze at 

145   the TV in a trance- like fashion.  

146   Jack stretches out on the floor and 

147   announces that he's hungry.  

148   At first, no one responds

149   and then Gran says "I'll make a cup of tea 

150   soon.  Let me just see what he (Gay Byrne) 


	151   has on next."

152   Jack takes off in the direction of the 

153   kitchen saying "I can't wait Gran".

154   She warns him not to make a mess saying 

155   "Leave that kitchen as you find it Jack".

156   It's not clear if he heard her, but if he did, 

157   he's studiously ignoring her, a pattern to 

158   which it seems they are both accustomed.  

159   Gran then turns her attention to Matt 

160   asking "Is that RTE 1?".  

161   He immediately switches back to RTE 1 

162   where Gay Byrne has introduced two new 

163   guests.  

164   My mother immediately recognises 

165   Brendan Kennelly as one of the guests 

166   saying

167   "Oh, that's Brendan....what's his name?"

168   Tom  finishes the name for her. 

169   Matt looks vaguely interested and asks 

170   "Who's the other guy?"

171   Again Tom  responds "That's David Norris"

172   Matt then remarks almost absent mindedly  

173   "He's gay isn't her"

174   Tom  nods and Gran looks disapprovingly 

175   at the TV but says nothing.

176   For about five minutes there is absolute 

177   concentration on the interview 

178   and then Matt says almost exasperated 

179   "God, this is like a mutual admiration 

180   society"

181   His comment is made to no one in 

182   particular, but no one contests what he has 

183   said either.  

184   Both guests have been lauding each others 

185   achievements for some considerable time 

186   now.

187   Jack now returns to the livingroom with a 

188   sandwich and a glass of milk.  

189   He also has a Time Out bar in his pocket 

190   which Matt attempts to steal.  

191   This leads to a mild scuffle and Matt gives 

192   in. 

193   This scuffle takes place partially in front of 

194   the TV obstructing Gran's view 

195   momentarily.

196   She looks as though she is going to say 

197   something but doesn't as the interview 

198   again captures her attention.

199   There is quiet again for approximately ten 

200   minutes.  


	201   During this time Jack finishes his sandwich 

202   and begins to look bored.  

203   He fidgets with the CDs beside the stereo, 

204   opening and closing the CD holders.  

205   The topic turns to religion on the TV.  

206   Matt seems quite focused on what is being 

207   said.  

208   I know from past experience that they are 

209   both conscious of Gran's interest in the 

210   programme

211   and so both remain quiet albeit not always 

212   paying attention to the programme content.

213   At the next advert break Matt mutes the 

214   volume and goes out to the kitchen 

215   followed by Gran.  

216   Jack immediately jumps into Matt's seat 

217   sighing with contentment.  

218    Tom  enquires about Jack's impressions of 

219   the show saying "What do you think of the 

220   Late Late so far not great is it?"

221   Jack responds by saying "Well, it's not my 

222   favourite programme anytime really, but if 

223   Gran is watching it, that's it"

224   He doesn't say this resentfully, but rather 

225   as a matter of stating fact.

226   Just as the adverts are over Gran returns 

227   with a tray of tea and biscuits.  

228   Everyone helps themselves in more or less 

229   silence

230   and the volume on the TV is raised again 

231   as the actor Charlton Heston is introduced,

232   Now everyone appears interested.  

233   Gran comments "Gosh, he got old didn't 

234   he?"

235   There is collective agreement and silence 

236   again as everyone listens to the interview.

237   After approximately ten minutes have 

238   lapsed 

239   Matt comments "He's wearing a hair piece 

240   isn't he?"

241   Jack responds "Yea, and a very bad one at 

242   that."

243   Viewing continues in silence until the end 

244   of the interview when again the volume is 

245   lowered by Matt.

246   Jack announces that he's tired and going to 

247   head off home.  

248   He says to Matt “Are you coming home?"

249   Gran conscious that Jack is a little afraid to 

250   walk home alone suggests that Matt should 




	251   be getting home too.

252   At first Matt hesitates, but then puts on his 

253   jacket and they both leave together.  

254   I finish my observation at this point.

255   

256   Session 3

257   25/11/'95  
7.20  Lois and Clark - 

258   The New Adventures of Superman

259   Claire - f 11yrs; j - m 15 yrs; Robin - 

260   m 18 yrs; Tom  - m 31 yrs

261   

262   Claire, Jack and Robin have just arrived at 

263   the house.  

264   There is a sense of urgency about them as 

265   Jack immediately switches on the TV. 

266   I have my note pad ready at the dining 

267   table disguised as a letter writing pad with 

268   Christmas cards.

269   Just as the three children are getting 

270   settled - Jack in the armchair, Claire and 

271   Robin on the couch beside Tom  -

272   their grandmother follows through from 

273   the kitchen saying "Take off those mucky 

274   shoes children"

275   All three of them hurriedly run back out to 

276   the hall and remove their shoes.  

277   As they come back in Gran stands in the 

278   doorway with the coal bucket saying

279   "J, can you get me some coal for the fire 

280   please?"

281   He responds with a horrified look

282   "Ah Gran, I can't.  the first episode of Lois 

283   and Clark is starting in a second;  it's the 

284   new series where we find out if he tells her 

285   he's superman."

286   He finishes this sentence with a nervous 

287   laugh knowing full well how uninterested 

288   Gran is in the adventures of Superman.  

289   She stands with the coal bucket looking 

290   exasperated though not angry.  

291   Jack stands his ground, smiling and 

292   pleading her to understand.

293   In an attempt to keep the peace, Tom  

294   silently takes the coal bucket and heads for 

295   the back door.  

296   Gran proceeds to scold Jack saying "Maybe 

297   I should just let the fire go completely out 

298   one of these days."

299   Jack just looks relieved as he says "Sshh 

300   Gran, I can't hear"




	301   Gran then asks "What's your Dad doing?"

302   Robin replies "He's putting up shelves in 

303   the kitchen and the drill keeps interfering 

304   with the TV reception.  Now sshh Gran; we 

305   always stay quiet for your programmes."

306   Robin gradually increases the volume 

307   as Gran leaves the room with a look of 

308   bemusement and exasperation on her face.

309   (The exchange I have just witnessed 

310   between herself and the kids reminds me 

311   of my own teenage years with my mother.  

312   It strikes me how mischievous she can be).

313   Tom  returns with the coal, puts some on 

314   the fire and again takes up his seat on the 

315   couch.  He attempts to do the Irish Times 

316   crossword, glancing at the TV screen 

317   occasionally.

318   On this occasion, although we have only 

319   just arrived home from Dublin, neither 

320   Claire, Jack nor Robin are keen to interact 

321   with either myself or Tom.  

322   Instead all three have become engrossed in 

323   the TV show.

324   All are listening intently at the point where 

325   Clarke discloses the fact that he is 

326   Superman to Lois.  

327   Clark also expresses his wish to marry Lois.  

328   At this point, the Lois character becomes 

329   upset about the deception to which she has 

330   been subjected by Clarke.  

331   Robin comments "Typical woman, 

332   Superman wants to marry her and she's 

333   still not happy"

334   As he speaks he glances in my direction, 

335   anticipating a reaction.  

336   In my haste to record everything, I almost 

337   forget to react. 

338   Eventually I ask "What do you mean, 

339   'typical woman' Robin?  What's a typical 

340   woman?"

341   At this Tom  remarks "Now R, careful how 

342   you go"

343   Robin just laughs and coyly says "I'm 

344   saying nothing"

345   Meanwhile Jack shows no reaction 

346   and Claire oblivious to the exchange 

347   between Robin and myself remarks "Oh, 

348   that's a lovely outfit; she always wears nice 

349   clothes, doesn't she?"

350   I nod my agreement somewhat surprised 


	351   that Claire is so taken with the fashion 

352   aspect of the show.  

353   Her being an only girl, I had always 

354   thought her a bit of a tomboy.  

355   I ask "Is that what you like most about this 

356   programme?"

357   She replies "I like looking at her clothes, 

358   but I like the story too.  I prefer when it's 

359   mostly about Lois and Clarke.

360   Jack teases "Yeah, Claire just likes the 'lovey 

361   dovey' parts, don't you Claire?"

362   At this Claire throws a cushion in Jack's 

363   direction narrowly missing the fire.

364   Robin calls order saying "Careful Claire! Jack 

365   leave her alone"

366   Jack grins and continues to look at the 

367   television as does K.

368   15 mins

369   The adverts come on but all three kids 

370   continue to look at the TV screen. 

371   A smile crosses all their faces when the 

372   coca cola ad with the polar bears comes on.  

373   Then the baby bear appears Claire laughs 

374   aloud.  

375   She asks "Are they real bears T?" 

376   Immediately Jack retorts "Of course they're 

377   not Claire; how could they make real bears 

378   do that?"

379   Claire argues "How do you know, maybe 

380   they could.  They make them do stuff like 

381   that in the circus."

382   This time, Jack replies impatiently "Claire, 

383   they're not real, they don't even look all 

384   that real"

385   Claire looks to Tom  for reassurance who 

386   says

387   "No, I'm afraid they're not real Claire, but it 

388   is very well done, isn't it?"

389   Claire looks satisfied with this answer, if a 

390   little disappointed.  

391   She murmurs "Oh"

392   The programme returns and all three settle 

393   into viewing positions again. 

394   The only movement for the next fifteen 

395   minutes is Tom  topping up the fire with 

396   coal. 

397   The children are immobile, faces more or 

398   less devoid of expression.  

399   They are all staring motionless at the TV.

400   15 mins




	401   At the next ad break 

402   Tom  asks "Do you think he makes a good 

403   Superman J?"

404   Jack replies "He's a good Clark Kent, but not 

405   as good a Superman as Christopher Reeve 

406   was".

407   Tom  remarks "Very sad about Christopher 

408   Reeve, wasn't it?"

409   Jack replies "Yeah, but he's got a great 

410   attitude.  I saw him interviewed lately and 

411   he's really determined to walk again; living 

412   up to his Superman image really.

413   Then Robin comments "It was a really 

414   stupid accident, the horse just refused a 

415   jump or something like that.  Horses can be 

416   really dangerous can't they?"

417   "Yeah, but I'd still love one" Claire says 

418   wistfully.

419   The final part of the programme 

420   commences with a romantic interlude 

421   between Lois and Clark.  

422   The two boys fidget and look less 

423   interested than Claire at this point.  

424   Robin looks at his watch while Jack 

425   removes the fireguard from the fire.

426   Claire remarks "I wonder if she'll marry 

427   him?"

428   Jack says "Well she does in the comic"

429   Tom  then asks "Do you buy the comics J?"

430   "Sometimes; when I can afford them" Jack 

431   replies

432   Tom  says  "A friend of mines an avid fan; 

433   he's been collecting them since he was 11 

434   years old.  He must have some pretty rare 

435   issues."

436   "I wouldn't mind seeing some of them" 

437   says Jack enthusiastically.

438   "Well next time you're in Dublin I'll ask 

439   Mark to show you some" Tom  replies

440   Robin at this stage is putting on his jumper 

441   and getting ready to leave.  

442   I ask him "Are you heading out later 

443   tonight Robin?"

444   He says "Yeah, I'll probably go round to 

445   Langtons for a while; better go have a 

446   shower.  Oh, by the way Tom, will you tape 

447   the X Files for me.  I think it starts at ten 

448   past ten."

449   "No problem" says Tom

450   Claire and Jack are also getting ready to 




	451   leave, 

452   so I finish my observation.

453   

454   Session 4

455   25/11/'95
10.00
The X files

456   Matt- m 21 yrs; Jack - m 15 yrs; Tom  

457   - m 31 yrs

458   

459   We have just finished a late evening snack 

460   in the kitchen.  I notice Matt and Jack are 

461   looking at the clock.  

462   I ask  "Anything good on TV tonight?"

463   Jack answers "Yeah, the X Files start in a 

464   few minutes"

465   As he speaks he is walking in the direction 

466   of the sink where he rinses out his mug 

467   leaving it on the draining board.  

468   He then makes off in the direction of the 

469   living room.  

470   Matt gets up to follow him bringing his 

471   mug with him.

472   I immediately take up my position at the 

473   dining table assuming the pretence of 

474   writing Christmas cards again.  

475   Tom  joins us after a few minutes sitting 

476   beside Jack on the couch.  

477   Matt is seated in the armchair by the fire.  

478   As Tom  comes in the room Matt politely 

479   offers Tom  the armchair but Tom  

480   declines.

481   Jack remarks "Oh, very mannerly Tom; 

482   never do that for me though, would you?"

483   Matt just gives Jack a contemptuous look 

484   and increases the volume on the TV.

485   Tom  suddenly remembers to tape the 

486   programme for Robin 

487   He asks Matt "Which tape should I use?"

488   Matt replies "The one in the VCR should be 

489   OK."

490   Tom  quickly rewinds the tape and presses 

491   the record button on the VCR remote 

492   control.  For a while there is no conversion 

493   as Matt and Jack listen intently.  

494   The plot appears somewhat complex at 

495   first and this presents some difficulty for 

496   Jack.  

497   He asks "Who are the guys after the FBI 

498   agents?"

499   Matt responds vaguely saying "The 

500   government are the ones trying to cover up 


	501   something"

502   He too appears a little unsure of the plot.  

503   Jack looks unsatisfied with this answer but 

504   continues to concentrate on the dialogue.

505   15 mins

506   When the programme breaks for adverts, 

507   both Matt and Jack seem to take a deep 

508   breath in unison.  

509   Matt raises his eyebrows and then frowns, 

510   but says nothing. Jack says

511   "I don't get it.  Do you follow what's going 

512   on Tom?"

513   However, Tom  has been reading the 

514   newspaper and replies

515   "Sorry Jack, I haven't really been tuned in"

516   Matt then  says impatiently "Jack "it'll be 

517   explained as the plot unfolds"

518   Jack starts to say something which is met 

519   with a 

520   "shss" from Matt as the programme 

521   recommences

522   Again there is absolute quiet as Jack and 

523   Matt become engrossed.  

524   Tom  too begins to pay more attention to 

525   the programme.

526   The programme is quite suspenseful and at 

527   times quite violent, but this does not 

528   register any shock or surprise on the faces 

529   of any one of the viewers.  

530   Overall facial expressions convey intense 

531   concentration, and at times mild confusion.  

532   At one point, one of the main characters - 

533   Mulder- makes what is intended to be a 

534   very insightful comment about extra-

535   terrestrial sightings.  

536   Matt chuckles and says "God, that stuff is 

537   so cliched at this stage"

538   I ask him what he means and he replies

539   "Well, how many more programmes are the 

540   Americans going to make about the Roswell 

541   Incident?  It's really 'old hat'!"

542   15 mins

543   As the programme again breaks for 

544   adverts Tom  casually announces

545   "I think I've seen this episode before" he 

546   jokingly adds "Will I tell ye what 

547   happens?"

548   Jack exclaims "No, don't tell us; but why are 

549   the FBI killing their own people?"

550   "There are units within the FBI that 




	551   operate covertly" Tom  says.  

552   "Their job is to ensure that other agents 

553   don't find out about the existence of 

554   extraterrestrial beings"

555   "Oh, that makes sense....I think" says Jack

556   Matt then says "Now, don't say any more 

557   Tom"

558   Tom  smiles and returns to his newspaper.

559   Viewing is again resumed after the 

560   adverts.  

561   Jack looks less confused now and more 

562   relaxed.

563   At approximately 10.50 pm my mother 

564   returns home.  She is back earlier than 

565   expected and Matt and Jack look agitated 

566   as the front door closes.  

567   Jack remarks "Well, there goes the end of 

568   that programme"

569   His tone sounds resigned to the 

570   interruption that is about to ensue. 

571   My mother enters the room with a cheery 

572   greeting

573   "Hello everyone"

574   I'm just about to respond when Matt says

575   "Gran, five minutes more and you can chat 

576   all you like; we just want to see what 

577   happens"

578   Mam sits down beside me at the dining 

579   table saying

580   "Well that's a lovely greeting isn't it?"

581   I smile, but make no response as I attempt 

582   to continue with my observation unnoticed.  

583   Then my mother says

584   "Are you still writing those Christmas 

585   cards; gosh you're very organised this 

586   year"

587   At this point it becomes impossible to 

588   continue writing as my mother seems 

589   intent upon striking up a conversation.  

590   In any event the programme has just 

591   finished and Matt and Jack have gone into 

592   the kitchen again.




	Case Study 2
Observation Notes

Session 1

2     31/10/'95  1.30   Neighbours

3     Kevin - Male 13 yrs; Sally - female 

4     16 yrs

5     

6     Both Kevin and Sally run towards bean bag

7     (best viewing position)

8     at 1.30 just before beginning of 

9     programme.  

10    both lie down side by side on bean bag to 

11    get best 

12    possible view of the TV.  

13    theme song of neighbours comes on and 

14    Sally sings 

15    words as Kevin tells her to "shut up".

16    Sally comments on Hannah (one of the 

17    characters) who 

18    appears to start of programme 

19    "Hannah is a stupid baby isn't she?" 

20    Kevin doesn't reply.

21    Kevin "Imagine your mum teaching" 

22    commenting on first scene.  

23    Sally doesn't reply.

24    Both Kevin and Sally just lie there 

25    seemingly engrossed in TV.

26    Sally "She should marry him" commenting 

27    on another scene 

28    Kevin doesn't reply - just continues to lie 

29    there.

30    Kevin & Sally still just watching TV not 

31    moving at all really.

32    Both move legs to get more comfortable.

33    Sally corrects Hannah's spelling as she 

34    spells out a word.

35    Mum walks by and Kevin looks around.  

36    Kevin scratches ear.

37    Sally moves head and asks whether a 

38    character is pregnant 

39    Kevin again doesn't answer.  

40    Sally doesn't pursue question and looks at 

41    television once again.

42    Kevin moves legs

43    Mum eats something and Kevin looks 

44    behind her to see what 

45    the noise is.

46    Sally makes further comment about 

47    programme and 

48    scratches head.

49    Phone rings - mum answers it - for Kevin.  

50    Sally gets up and doesn't seem to mind 




	51    being disturbed.

52    Sally moves over to where Kevin was lying 

53    and makes herself 

54    more comfortable all the while continuing 

55    to stare at the TV.

56    Sally becomes engrossed again and doesn't 

57    seem distracted 

58    by Kevin talking loudly on the phone 

59    (phone is situated near the TV).

60    Sally "Wouldn't it be terrible to have your 

61    mum as your 

62    teacher". 

63    Kevin doesn't answer - 

64    Sally seems to have just asked it as a 

65    rhetorical question.  

66    When she doesn't get an answer she just 

67    looks back at TV again.

68    Sally moves head and leg.

69    Both engrossed once again in TV.  

70    Sally tries to get more comfortable by 

71    moving her head. 

72    Kevin kind of makes a laugh at a joke on 

73    the programme and looks towards Sally 

74    for recognition that it's funny.  

75    She turns towards him and smiles.  

76    Both return to looking at TV and both lying 

77    still.

78    Sally looks back at me to see what I'm 

79    doing and then looks back at TV.

80    "She gets pregnant by him" Sally comments 

81    about couple on 

82    TV talking about future episode.

83    Kevin doesn't reply.

84    Both heavily engrossed and still not 

85    moving.

86    Sally makes noise about fight on TV "Tut, 

87    tut"

88    Both still again - don't seem to be moving 

89    at all.

90    Sally moves foot.

91    Kevin still not moving.

92    Sally moves head and leg

93    "She's still married" Sally comments to 

94    herself about 

95    character appears to be directing this 

96    comment towards 

97    character on the screen.

98    Kevin moves legs.

99    Both still

100   Sally moves legs




	101   Kevin turns over.

102   Sally taps foot in time to some music 

103   playing in background 

104   on TV

105   Sally scratches her head

106   Programme ends

107   Sally says sarcastically comments "Oh what 

108   an ending".

109   Kevin & Sally stretch out.

110   Kevin leaves

111   Sally flicks through the channels not even 

112   giving time to 

113   view each programme's prospects.

114   Decides that there's nothing worth 

115   watching and turns TV off.

116   

117   

118  Session 2
119   Sat 7.15-8.15   Blind Date  (missed 

120   first 5 mins)

121   Kevin - male 13 yrs; Sally - female 

122   16 yrs.

123   

124   Sally "She doesn't like him" commenting on 

125   the contestants view of another contestant.

126   I then rustled the paper I was writing on

127   Sally "stop"

128   Sally "She's going to pick no 2"

129   Sally "I don't like him"

130   Sally "I don't get that" commenting on a 

131   joke on the TV.

132   Sally "I hope she picks no 1"

133   Kevin "Can I put on the fire, they'll never 

134   know"

135   talking about turning on the gas fire and 

136   how my 

137   parents wouldn't know if it was on or not - 

138   my mum was 

139   saving up the gas from the fire for that 

140   night because it 

141   was nearly gone.

142   Kevin "Swot" - talking about me taking 

143   these notes because they think I'm just 

144   researching the television programme not 

145   them.

146   Kevin & Sally are quite still now watching 

147   TV. 

148   Sally is now moving her legs around a bit. 

149   Neither of them look too engrossed in the 

150   programme 




	151   but are still watching it.

152   Sally "Wooooh eejit" talking about 

153   contestants response to a question asked to 

154   ?

155   Sally "She likes him the best" talking about 

156   a contestant.

157   Both Sally and Kevin now seem engrossed 

158   in the programme.

159   Kevin "Here's our Graham" commenting on 

160   what was about to happen next.

161   Sally "What did you say Kevin?"

162   Kevin repeated himself in Cilla's accent

163   Sally comments now on the sum up or 

164   overview of each 

165   contestant trying to predict what Graham 

166   will say next 

167   e.g. - "or will it be James Dean number 2".

168   Sally "One, one please please please" 

169   revealing her 

170   preference to the girls who has to make the 

171   choice.

172   Sally "Bitch, she turned down no 1"

173   Kevin "Looks disgusted as one of the 

174   contestants does 

175   something stupid.

176   Sally "Who does he look like" talking about 

177   the guy who was picked.  

178   Nobody answers her and she doesn't seem 

179   to 

180   expect an answer.

181   Sally "Ugh, fake reaction" when the two 

182   contestants meet each other for the first 

183   time.

184   Sally moved her head while Kevin still 

185   seems quite engrossed in the programme 

186   and doesn't seem to be moving at all.

187   Sally "He's real nervous" commenting on 

188   guy who was picked

189   Sally "It's always stupid fuckin' England 

190   they go to, I bet all the envelopes are the 

191   same" commenting on the Blind Date 

192   destination that the couple are going to 

193   head off to.

194   Sally "I don't like her dress" commenting 

195   on girls dress.

196   Both engrossed again.  Kevin more so than 

197   Sally.  

198   Both Kevin & Sally smiled as a gesture 

199   made on the TV.

200   Sally "I don't think she likes him"




	201   Ads

202   Sally "He's showing off his biceps, triceps 

203   and chest muscles"

204   Sally & Kevin now have a kind of mock 

205   physical fight.

206   Kevin on top of Sally and Sally saying "Get 

207   off I hate you".

208   Dad then walks in to see what all the 

209   shouting is about.

210   Kevin "She keeps on hitting me" telling Dad 

211   what Sally was doing to him.

212   Dad then leaves and Kevin returns again to 

213   sitting on top of Sally and says "Say sorry".  

214   Both then punch and kick each other again 

215   completely

216   ignoring all that's going on during the ad 

217   break.

218   Then suddenly they stop and sit back down 

219   where they 

220   were before and watch the last of the ads.

221   Sally "She should act in 'Down's Syndrome 

222   an inside look'" 

223   commenting on how a lady looked on an 

224   ad.

225   Kevin then robs one of  Sally's pillows that 

226   she's lying on. 

227   Sally gets another cushion from the couch.  

228   Kevin sits back on chair and 

229   Sally lies down on the floor.

230   Blind Date back on

231   Sally "I bet these don't get on, she's going 

232   to say he's a 

233   poser". 

234   Sally commenting on one of the 

235   contestants.

236   Sally "Where's Tunisia"? asking where the 

237   couple went on holiday.

238   Both Sally & Kevin are now sitting lying 

239   quite still watching the programme.

240   Kevin "Oooh" when lady mis-hits the gold 

241   ball - he then 

242   started to laugh.

243   Sally "Tut, tut, tut" when the man danced 

244   with a lady other than the one he went on 

245   the date with.

246   Sally "Oh, you did that didn't you?" 

247   commenting to me when the couple went 

248   banana boating.

249   Sally "No 2 was a scummer (man made the 

250   comment that he should have picked no. 2).  




	251   They're both just sitting/lying there 

252   watching it again but 

253   both are fidgeting a lot - e.g. Kevin moves 

254   foot and Sally 

255   scratches leg. 

256   Sally "He's just a designer label prick" in 

257   response to the 

258   man on the date.

259   Sally "Jesus" when the two contestants 

260   keep on giving out about one another.

261   Sally moves head.

262   Both staring intently at TV

263   Kevin moves arm.

264   Both are still quite still watching 

265   programme

266   Sally "He's horrible" commenting on 

267   contestant

268   Sally "That's disgusting" - the man keeps 

269   on insulting the woman he picked.

270   Sally shakes her legs

271   Kevin "He's a bastard" about the man 

272   whose giving out about the lady he picked.

273   Sally "She's not nice" reef to no. 1 (as the 

274   girls are show) 

275   "Yes, she's nice" (no. 2) "No, not nice" (no. 

276   3).

277   Break

278   Both are just sitting/lying there watching 

279   the ads but I 

280   get the distinct impression that although 

281   they are 

282   seemingly engrossed, that they are not 

283   really interested 

284   in it -for example - I keep on looking at 

285   Kevin to see what the body language is 

286   towards the ads because neither of them 

287   are talking and any time I look at him he 

288   smiles at me indicating that he's not 

289   engrossed or glued to the TV during these 

290   ads at any rate.  They seem to be just 

291   watching them for want of something 

292   better to do during the break.

293   Sally copied a McCleans ad imitating the 

294   voices and some of the words - knows most 

295   of it off by heart.

296   Kevin moves feet.

297   Kevin laughs at funny ad

298   Both once again just sitting/lying down.

299   Kevin moves legs to make himself more 

300   comfortable on the chair.


	301   Now neither of them seem to be moving at 

302   all except 

303   obviously breathing

304   Sally sighs

305   Both seem fidgety - Sally especially.

306   Sally "Ugh" to an ad showing a Galaxy 

307   chocolate box.

308   Blind Date returns

309   Sally "Uuugh" looking at no1.

310   Sally fidgets a lot - she keeps banging her 

311   legs off the table on which the television is 

312   situated.

313   Sally moves her head

314   Kevin sneezes

315   Sally scratches her leg

316   Sally taps her foot off table in a kind of 

317   rhythm even 

318   though there's no music on the television at 

319   this point.

320   Sally moves her head and keeps on moving 

321   her legs 

322   against the table this time though there's 

323   no specific 

324   pattern.

325   Both just lying/sitting there again - no 

326   moving

327   Kevin moves leg

328   Sally moves leg 

329   Sally "The one in the middle is here 'I work 

330   in the rides'" 

331   copying no 2's accent.

332   Kevin "what?"

333   Sally repeats herself again putting on the 

334   accent to perfection.

335   Sally "Nancy (researcher) do you like her?" 

336   referring to no 2

337   Nancy "Yeh, I suppose so"

338   Sally sighs

339   Both quite engrossed in the programme 

340   once again but Sally moving her legs again

341   Kevin though seems to remain quite still

342   Sally "Ugh look at her, she's acting as if he's 

343   going to pick her"

344   Sally moves legs

345   Sally still moving legs

346   Kevin moves legs

347   Both still just sitting lying there not really 

348   doing much at 

349   all except for the odd leg movement or 

350   whatever,  




	351   They're both still just looking at the 

352   programme like  

353   their eyes aren't looking around the rest of 

354   the room or 

355   anything so in that respect while they don't 

356   seem 'glued' 

357   to the TV, they are still watching it but if 

358   they were 

359   asked whether it was interesting or not to 

360   watch they 

361   would reply that it was stupid but funny.

362   Sally moves her head to try and attain a 

363   more comfortable 

364   position for herself.

365   Kevin makes noise and moves legs

366   Kevin "cow" commenting on a contestant's 

367   response to a 

368   question posed

369   Sally said something that I can't hear

370   Nancy "What did you say?"

371   Sally "Nothing"  

372   I don't want to ask her to repeat herself 

373   again or she'll 

374   know that I'm up to something other than 

375   watching the 

376   television and writing down my opinions 

377   on the programme

378   (that's what they think I am doing at the 

379   moment).

380   Sally starts humming something for a few 

381   seconds.

382   Kevin moves legs against the wall again. 

383    I look at him to record his body language 

384   while neither one of them are talking and 

385   again he acknowledges my presence by 

386   smiling at me leading to the opinion that 

387   while he seems to be engrossed and staring 

388   at the programme, he's not that engrossed 

389   that he doesn't notice me glancing at him.

390   Sally "She's horrid" (no 1)

391   Sally "Eh, hello" she says that when she's 

392   slagging someone 

393   for giving a stupid answer - it's a 

394   condescending reaction.  

395   Kevin is now fidgeting and moving his legs.

396   Kevin "Ugh, fuck off" (to no 1)

397   Sally "Nula, if he picks her, I'm going to 

398   smash the tele" 

399   (commenting on no.1)

400   Sally "She's a fuckin tit"  [ I want to note 




	401   here that Sally and Kevin usually do not 

402   curse in the house at all - if my parents 

403   were in the room they'd never curse at all].

404   Kevin "Do they ever have grannies on 

405   this?" talking to me 

406   Nancy "Yes"

407   Sally moves leg again and bangs it off the 

408   table - she's lying on the floor with her legs 

409   against the table that the TV is on.  

410   Kevin mutters something.

411   NB "What?"

412   Kevin "I think that he'll pick no I"

413   Sally "I want him to pick no 2"

414   Kevin "He's going to pick no 3"

415   [number one gets picked]

416   Sally "Ah, shit" covering her head with her 

417   hands - she 

418   seems to be annoyed and frustrated with 

419   the man's choice.

420   Sally "She's quite fat!" [no 2]

421   Sally knocks her feet off the table again.

422   Sally "She's like a witch with yellow hair" 

423   [no.1]

424   Sally "Aahh - she doesn't like him" when 

425   the man and no1 meet.

426   Sally "France" commenting on where the 

427   couple are off to on their blind date.

428   Kevin "ha! Scummer have fun" [to the two 

429   of them going on the date]

430   Sally "Oh my God" speaking in a posh voice 

431   like the lady on the programme does when 

432   she's giving her view on how they spent 

433   their blind date.

434   Sally puts her hands behind her head and 

435   lies down again.

436   Kevin catches me looking at him again and 

437   gives me a smile of recognition.  Both are 

438   quite still now.

439   Sally "Oh yeah, she was really really stupid, 

440   she picked the old wrinkled one" filling me 

441   in on the previous week's couple.

442   Sally "Oh look at him he's disgusting".

443   Sally mocks the girl's accent again.

444   Both are quite still again.

445   Sally "Look at her" commenting on the way 

446   the girl is 

447   acting on the date.  Both are quite still 

448   again.  Sally just 

449   lying there and Kevin sitting down.  Both 

450   are still quite still not moving except for 




	451   breathing.

452   Sally then starts to say "Oh they don't like 

453   each other" but then the TV shows them 

454   with their arms around each 

455   other so she says "oh his hand is around 

456   her" she says 

457   this in a tone of surprise because she was 

458   convinced that 

459   they wouldn't have gotten on well together.

460   Kevin is just sitting there not commenting 

461   or moving, he just lets Sally do the talking 

462   and doesn't even comment or reply to her 

463   statements/questions.

464   Sally laughs at a joke/

465   Sally laughs at another joke and moves 

466   foot.

467   Sally moves her legs again

468   Sally "What's that elastic doing around her 

469   head?"

470   Sally keeps on moving her legs - it's not 

471   really to get 

472   comfortable but it just seems kinda like 

473   she can't seem to 

474   sit still or rather lie still.

475   Sally changes position completely - kind of 

476   cuddles up into a ball in order to get more 

477   comfortable because the room is quite cold.

478   Kevin is still quite still - seems engrossed 

479   in the programme.

480   Kevin moves his legs and shifts position 

481   slightly to get more comfortable.

482   Sally "Did the bell ring “talking about our 

483   front door bell

484   Nobody answers her so she doesn't get up 

485   to go and answer it. 

486   Kevin moves his leg

487   Kevin "That's all we've got time for today" 

488   copying Cilla's accent and what she's about 

489   to say - 

490   they know this off from watching the 

491   programme most 

492   Saturday evenings.

493   Sally "But we will be back next week" 

494   continuing on Cilla's good bye speech

495   Sally "Tarra then and fuck off" then she 

496   switches off the TV without even waiting 

497   for the theme tune to start or 

498   without asking me if I want to keep 

499   watching it.

500   Both of them just run out of the room into 




	501   the kitchen.

502   

503   

504   Session 3

505   Wed 8/11/'95  9.20-10.00   Variety + 

506   Only Fools and Horses

507   Sally - female 16 yrs; Kevin - male 

508   13 yrs; Mum

509   

510   Mum, Sally and Kevin are sitting down 

511   watching the news.  

512   Sally and Kevin seem to be quite still 

513   considering what it is that they're 

514   watching.

515   Sally fidgets a lot - moving around on the 

516   bean bag as if in boredom - she moves her 

517   head and legs.

518   Then the phone rings, Sally and Kevin both 

519   jump up to answer 

520   - it seems to be a welcome relief to the 

521   monotony of the news.

522   Kevin reaches the phone first - it's for 

523   Mum 

524   which rather defeats the point of this 

525   exercise because now they're going to turn 

526   on whatever they want because Mum's not 

527   there to insist on watching the news.

528   Kevin surprisingly seems to want to watch 

529   the news

530   Sally "Swot, sorry Nancy [informant], Kevin wants to 

531   watch the news"

532   Both start to fight about what to watch. 

533   Kevin wants the news and Sally wants 

534   anything but the news.  

535   Sally changes station but before she finds a 

536   satisfactory station Kevin turns the 

537   television off and on again in order to put 

538   RTE 1 back on 

539   (when the television is switched on RTE 1 

540   is the first 

541   station that appears).

542   Sally hogs the station changing button and 

543   changes it again to a station that has ads on 

544   it - 

545   I'm not sure what station it is because 

546   there's nothing much on on any other 

547   station.  

548   Kevin turns TV off again and on again.

549   Sally changes station

550   Sally now tries to distract Kevin from 


	551   turning it back to RTE

552   Sally "Kevin did you hear Blackburn are 

553   loosing 1-0?"

554   Sally isn't happy with the station she 

555   picked so she flicks 

556   through station again.

557   Kevin turns TV off and on again.

558   Sally flicks in onto sports news which both 

559   are happy with.

560   The station picture is fuzzy so Kevin fixes 

561   it by fixing wire behind tele. 

562   Sally is sitting on bean bag now watching 

563   station intently.

564   Kevin is lying down also watching it 

565   intently.  

566   Sally rubs her face but apart from that 

567   both of them seem 

568   quite engrossed.

569   Sally laughs at a joke made by the sports 

570   newscaster.

571   Sally rubs Kevin’s hair.

572   Sally "I wonder if any Irish are playing 

573   there?" referring to a European IIV's v's a 

574   Brazilian II football match.

575   Sally "See the way he did that, ah brilliant 

576   goal" referring to a Brazilian goal.

577   Kevin "Oh brilliant goal" when another goal 

578   is scored.

579   Sally "Shearer should have been playing, 

580   oh no he's got a club gone"

581   The sports news is now over and Sky News 

582   reverts back 

583   to ordinary news so Sally flicks through 

584   channels to find 

585   something good on, there is nothing that 

586   takes her 

587   interest so she puts on a station that has 

588   ads on to see 

589   what is on after them.

590   Sally "He looks like Gary Kelly"  

591   Nobody answers her so she says "Kev, 

592   doesn't he?" 

593   Kevin nods

594   Sally "We were watching this ad before and 

595   Eddy Bennett (one of our Neighbours) was 

596   sitting there (points to screen) laughing 

597   away.

598   The ads are now over 

599   and Sally isn't happy with whatever is on 

600   now so she flicks through again, she goes 




	601   through them all numerous times, at some 

602   stations she doesn't even stop to see if the 

603   programme is any good.  She just 

604   announces that it's not.

605   Sally messes with Kevin’s hair again.

606   Sally then leaves on RTE 1 for about 30 

607   seconds but then 

608   decides that she doesn't like the 

609   programme.

610   She then flicks through stations again and 

611   decides to 

612   leave the weather on to see what's on 

613   afterwards.

614   Kevin making rude noises, Sally is trying 

615   to shut him up by nudging him.

616   Sally is impatient with the weather taking 

617   so long so she 

618   changes channel again.

619   Sally "What film is that?" referring to a 

620   film whose credits are just coming up.

621   Kevin "I don't know, it's on Network 2 

622   anyway".

623   Kevin changes channel and leaves on 

624   something.

625   Kevin "No crap, shite" 

626   says this very quietly as Mum is still on 

627   the phone in the 

628   kitchen and could hear him if he said it 

629   louder.

630   Sally changes it and leaves it on anther 

631   station which is 

632   between programmes.

633   Sally "Uuuugh" when she sees what's on 

634   next.

635   Sally hits Kevin by mistake and says "Oh 

636   sorry"

637   Sally then finally finds a programme that is 

638   to her liking.

639   Sally "One Foot in The Grave"

640   Sally "I love this song" and proceeds to sing 

641   along with it

642   Kevin "It's crap"

643   Sally "It's not"

644   Sally taps her hand off Kevin in time to the 

645   music

646   Kevin "You know, I could just change it 

647   now"

648   Sally "But you won't"

649   Sally "Shut up Mum, I'm trying to listen" 

650   Mum is still on phone, but Sally says this 




	651   more to herself 

652   than to Mum because she says it very 

653   quietly so just Kevin and myself will hear.

654   Kevin keeps reaching out in an attempt to 

655   change the station 

656   but again Sally tries to take his mind off it.

657   Sally "Did I tell you Blackburn were loosing 

658   - but they're 

659   playing better, Jeff Kenna's playing."

660   She succeeds in distracting CB's attention 

661   from changing 

662   the station cos he's now just lying down 

663   watching the programme.

664   Sally laughs at a joke on the TV (they're 

665   watching a comedy).

666   Sally "I'd love a liquorice pipe"

667   Somebody in the programme has a real 

668   pipe.

669   Mum says something particularly loud on 

670   the phone

671   Sally "Shush"

672   Both are quite still again.  They don't seem 

673   to be enjoying the programme too much 

674   because they're not laughing at the jokes 

675   when the audience laugh.

676   Sally taps her fingers off the ground.

677   Both are once again quite still looking at 

678   the programme.

679   Sally kind of smiles at a joke.

680   Sally moves to get more comfortable

681   Sally laughs at another joke and is quite 

682   still again

683   Sally laughs at another joke

684   Kevin makes a rude noise

685   Sally "Stop"

686   Sally coughs

687   Sally "Oh, in her dressing gown?"  

688   She says this in a very sarcastic voice when 

689   a woman 

690   comes in through the front door saying 

691   she's been at 

692   the shops.

693   Sally "They only get one thing of milk" 

694   referring to the amount of milk that they 

695   get from the milkman.  

696   She seems surprised at this 

697   Sally then makes a very rude remark 

698   about the lady on TV which 

699   I am not going to write down because it's 

700   too rude, but lets just say it was very rude 




	701   and has to do with the lady's appearance.

702   Sally "What's she doing?" referring to the 

703   lady on the TV.  

704   Nobody answers her but she doesn't seem 

705   to expect an answer.

706   Both are quite still again.

707   Kevin moves his head to get more 

708   comfortable.

709   Sally isn't really all that uninterested in the 

710   programme 

711   because she keeps on looking around her.

712   Sally yawns

713   Kevin "The lady will do a big laugh"  

714   referring to a lady in the audience who 

715   seems to laugh louder and longer than the 

716   rest of the audience combined.  Both are 

717   still again but again don't seem to be too 

718   engrossed in the 

719   programme because they're still not 

720   laughing at the 

721   funny remarks/comments made on the 

722   programme 

723   which the rest of the audience laugh at.

724   Sally moves closer to the radiator and 

725   seems to almost 

726   huddle over it to get warmer.

727   Kevin moves position of his legs.

728   Sally taps her finger off her knee in a 

729   rhythmic pattern - 

730   there's no music on the tele at the moment.  

731   Sally looks 

732   quite bored in my opinion, she sighs at the 

733   programme.

734   Both are lying/sitting quite still

735   Sally laughs at a joke on TV.

736   They're both still again.  

737   The expression in both of their faces is one 

738   of boredom 

739   but there's absolutely nothing more 

740   interesting on as they 

741   know from the endless flicking done prior 

742   to this programme.

743   Sally laughs at another joke but still even 

744   though she's 

745   laughing at some of the jokes there's so 

746   many more that 

747   she's not laughing at.

748   Kevin sits forward to have a closer look at 

749   something on the screen and then sits back 

750   down again.




	751   Sally moves her position and is now just 

752   leaning over the 

753   radiator rather than being huddled over it 

754   as she was previously.

755   Sally sits forward and looks at the clock to 

756   see what time it is.

757   Sally moves her legs and looks around and 

758   then looks at 

759   Mum who is still on the phone.

760   Sally looks at the ground

761   Kevin moves his legs and turns around.

762   Dad then walks in the door on his way 

763   home from work 

764   cos he was working late.

765   Kevin "Why're you so late dad?"

766   Sally & Kevin jump up and go over to him.

767   Sally "Dad, can I see the paper"

768   Mum gets off the phone and tries to send 

769   Kevin to bed

770   Both Kevin and Sally’s attention is 

771   completely turned off from the television.  

772   It's like as if the television isn't on at all.  

773   They've moved away from it but have left 

774   it on - for me 

775   to continue watching I presume.

776   The commotion I witnessed when Dad 

777   came in has now died down and Kevin 

778   goes to bed.  

779   Television remains turned on.

780   Mum sits down in front of the television 

781   and gets Sally to 

782   turn on market place for her.

783   Market Place as it turns out isn't on yet so 

784   Sally proceeds to turn on some other 

785   programme.

786   Mum asks her to go inside to the sitting 

787   room where the 

788   other television is on if she wants to watch 

789   the 

790   programme cos Mum wants to read the 

791   newspapers.

792   Sally though just turns off the television 

793   and remains in the kitchen rather than 

794   watching tele on her own inside.

795   

796   

797   

798   Session 4

799   27/11/'95
9.00-9.30
The Nine 

800   O’clock News




	801   Sally - f 16 yrs; Kevin - m 13 yrs; 

802   Brian - m 19 yrs; Dad

803   

804   Watching the Nine O’clock News because 

805   Dad is watching it.

806   Just as I'm about to sit down to record 

807   Kevin watching 

808   television with Mum and Dad, the phone 

809   rings for Mum 

810   so she goes upstairs to answer it and Kevin 

811   and Dad are just left watching it.  

812   Kevin is lying down on the ground with his 

813   head on a cushion.  

814   He is staring at the television but whether 

815   or not he is daydreaming or actually intent 

816   on watching the news is not obvious to me.

817   Brian is standing up with his arms folded 

818   looking at the tele - he seems interested in 

819   it because of the way he's 

820   standing.  He looks as if he was just passing 

821   by the 

822   television and noticed something he was 

823   interested in 

824   and decided to watch it.  

825   (I am looking at the tele to see what is 

826   interesting Brian  

827   but it's just something boring and I know 

828   that usually what's on would not interest 

829   him at all so I'm not really sure what's 

830   catching his attention.

831   Mum walks into the room past Kevin into 

832   the other room.  

833   Kevin looks up as she passes by.

834   She walks back again, Kevin reaches out 

835   his hand in a mock attempt to trip her up.

836   Kevin looks back at the TV again.  

837   Brian walks over to the other side of the 

838   kitchen to get something to eat.  

839   Kevin meanwhile is still just lying there on 

840   the ground 

841   looking intently at the television, even 

842   when I look back 

843   at him to see his expression etc. he doesn't 

844   seem to notice me at all and continues on 

845   looking at the News.  

846   He now scratches his nose and swallows 

847   repeatedly.

848   Kevin has a piece of string and is messing 

849   with it - putting it in his mouth and 

850   chewing it as he continues to look at the 




	851   television.

852   Brian makes a noise over at the other side 

853   of the kitchen 

854   and I look over.  

855   I must stress at this point that the 

856   television is situated in 

857   the kind of living room part of the kitchen 

858   and from there 

859   you can't see what's going on in the actual 

860   kitchen part. 

861   Anyway, Brian is leaning over the counter 

862   eating a yoghurt, looking at the tele.  

863   The only problem however, is that from 

864   where he's standing he can't see the 

865   picture on the TV screen.  

866   He can only hear the programme and look 

867   at the back of the actual television so I'm 

868   not really sure why he's staring at it.

869   Brian now leaves the room and goes into 

870   the sitting room to watch a different 

871   programme on the other television.

872   Kevin is still messing with the piece of 

873   string in his mouth and at the same time is 

874   still lying down on the ground staring at 

875   the television.

876   Dad is sitting on the couch finishing off 

877   some work he has to do and as such is not 

878   watching the tele and I think this might be 

879   why Kevin is so quiet - i.e. it's like his own 

880   because me and Dad are both working.

881   Sally now enters the room

882   Sally "How was he Dad" asking how was my 

883   brother at 

884   driving lessons.

885   Sally sits on the couch beside Dad.

886   Sally "Hey Dad, you never watch the News 

887   when Mum's not here"

888   Kevin laughs and Dad says nothing.

889   Dad begins to read the papers

890   Sally "Oh he was dead" she says this while 

891   reading the 

892   newspaper over Dad's shoulder.

893   Kevin gets up off the ground and joins 

894   Kevin and Dad on the couch, all three of 

895   them reading the Newspaper and paying 

896   absolutely no attention whatsoever to 

897   what's on the television.

898   Kevin then moves away to the armchair 

899   beside the couch 

900   (the couch is only a two-seater).  




	901   He sits on it with his hands up to his mouth 

902   and stares fixedly at the News.  

903   Granny (who also lives with us in a granny 

904   flat) walks 

905   into the room and asks Sally to do 

906   something for her.  

907   Sally moans about leaving but not because 

908   she doesn't want to miss what's on the 

909   television but she goes over to [do] what 

910   Granny wants anyway.

911   Kevin "God" says this as the News shows a 

912   preview of what's coming after the break - 

913   shows a gunfight at a boxing match.

914   Kevin "Jeany" as it shows someone dead on 

915   the floor.

916   Ads Break

917   Sally is still over helping Granny at the 

918   other side of the 

919   kitchen.  

920   She hears an ad for milk and proceeds to 

921   sing it out loud.  

922   She sings out loud just to slag my Granny 

923   who 

924   has gone a bit disorientated in her old age 

925   and doesn't 

926   know what Sally's singing.

927   Kevin laughs at Sally cos he knows that 

928   Sally is slagging Granny - 

929   you can tell by the tone of voice that she 

930   sings in.

931   Kevin gets up and goes over to join Sally 

932   and Dad then tells Kevin to go to bed 

933   but I give out to Dad because he knows 

934   that 

935   I'm doing research on Cathal

936   Dad then doesn't say any more about 

937   sending Kevin to bed.

938   Both Kevin and Sally have now totally 

939   abandoned the 

940   television and are still over with Granny.

941   Programme returns

942   Kevin and Sally still over with Granny but 

943   I'm going to 

944   continue on writing because they think 

945   that I'm actually 

946   taking notes on the television programme 

947   so if I suddenly 

948   stop writing they'll [get] suspicious.

949   Kevin comes over and says he's going to 

950   bed. 




	951   Dad tells him to wait and see the rest of the 

952   News 

953   (He says this for my benefit)

954   Kevin "Oh, aw OK I will"

955   Dad tells Kevin that the boxing thing will 

956   be on 

957   and Kevin says "Oh yeah, cool, I forgot"

958   Sally calls Kevin over to her  "Cathal, 

959   Kevin quick, quick"

960   Dad tries to keep Kevin’s attention on the 

961   tele to make it 

962   easier for me but I tell him to stop because 

963   otherwise it 

964   would be kind of forced viewing and 

965   wouldn't be 

966   something that Kevin chose to do.

967   Kevin goes over to Sally

968   Both of them have gone to bring Granny 

969   into her flat but 

970   I'm sure that they'll be back in soon 

971   enough because 

972   generally they get annoyed visiting her.

973   Both have now returned just as soon as I 

974   wrote the 

975   above.

976   Kevin sits on top of Dad on the couch and 

977   Sally sits on the bean bag cuddled up to the 

978   radiator.

979   Kevin isn't looking at the television, he's 

980   just generally 

981   looking around the room at nothing in 

982   particular.

983   Kevin "Was Brian a good driver?"

984   Sally "Dad, can I read that when you've 

985   finished" - talking about reading the 

986   newspaper.

987   Dad "Yeah"

988   Both Sally and Kevin are now having a 

989   conversation about my other two brothers 

990   Brian and Roger learning to drive.  

991   The conversation is going on too quickly for 

992   me to record what they're saying verbatim 

993   and it really has nothing whatsoever to do 

994   with their response to the programme on 

995   the TV so I won't even try to record bits of 

996   it because it won't make sense.

997   Their conversation has now changed to 

998   Christmas presents.

999   Kevin is glancing at the TV a little bit 

1000  during the above 




	1001  conversation.  Now that the conversation is 

1002  over however, his eyes are once again fixed 

1003  on the News.

1004  Sally glances at it but soon looks away 

1005  again and talks to Kevin about football 

1006  results at the weekend.

1007  Sally mumbles something as she turns her 

1008  attention to the 

1009  programme.  

1010  Her attention span is very limited because 

1011  while I'm writing this she's already looked 

1012  away again.

1013  Their conversation reverts back to 

1014  Christmas presents 

1015  and as they talk they glance now and again 

1016  at the tele.  

1017  Even the way Sally is sitting indicates her 

1018  lack of interest in the television.  

1019  She's sitting sideways to the tele looking 

1020  over at it.

1021  While she's doing that Kevin glances at the 

1022  TV for short 

1023  periods of time but also glances at myself, 

1024  Sally and Dad so I know his attention isn't 

1025  very focused.

1026  Kevin is now back to sitting on the chair 

1027  with his hands on his chin and is 

1028  watching/looking at the TV.

1029  Sally is still carrying her conversation 

1030  about work 

1031  experience with Dad.  

1032  Kevin glances at Sally and Dad and then 

1033  back at the tele but he's keeping up to date 

1034  with what they're talking about because he 

1035  adds in his own view/comment now and 

1036  again.

1037  The piece of interest on the News comes on.

1038  The three of them immediately turn 

1039  around to face the 

1040  tele and stop their conversation.  

1041  The conversation though wasn't stopped in 

1042  mid sentence or anything.  It just seemed 

1043  to stop naturally.

1044  Kevin looks at me as I look at him to note 

1045  his expression.

1046  Sally "Which is which" asking which is the 

1047  English boxer and which is the African 

1048  boxer.

1049  Sally laughs as she hears the gunshot - it 

1050  seems though 




	1051  more like a nervous laugh than a funny 

1052  one.  

1053  They're all staring still at the TV.

1054  Sally "Huh huh" - kind of making a grunt 

1055  coming off like a laugh

1056  Sally grunts again

1057  I then asked her "What?"

1058  She said "God" in response to the killing on 

1059  TV.

1060  Kevin "Were they dead?"

1061  Sally "Mmm" (i.e. yes)

1062  Dad "None of the boxers were killed"

1063  Sally "So, someone else was"

1064  Sally makes a joke now about me because 

1065  she has just copped onto what I'm doing 

1066  and wants me to take it down to embarrass 

1067  myself.

1068  (I'll explain later why she copped onto 

1069  what I was doing).

1070  Granny just walked in again and Sally and 

1071  Kevin went up to see what she wanted and 

1072  completely left the TV.

1073  I'm going to stop now because Sally knows 

1074  what I'm doing so it might distort the 

1075  findings.

1076  

1077  I recorded Sally and Brian and Kevin 

1078  watching television at this time because 

1079  they were so doing because my Dad was 

1080  watching it. 

1081  There's another television in the sitting 

1082  room yet only Brian  proceeded to watch it.  

1083  The others preferred to continue to 

1084  watch the 9 O’clock News - a programme 

1085  they would never choose to watch in the 

1086  absence of Mum and Dad.  However, Mum 

1087  is more interested in the News and current 

1088  affairs programmes than Dad and she 

1089  wasn't there for this observation session.  

1090  This still poses 

1091  the question of why Sally and Kevin are 

1092  watching the television when it is 

1093  obviously not for the programme.  It's my 

1094  opinion that the purpose is for company 

1095  and it's part of a ritual that when they 

1096  finish their homework they go out and sit 

1097  with Mum and Dad watching television.  

1098  There's also a lack of alternative pastimes 

1099  for them to pursue at this time on a school 

1100  night.




	1101  

1102  

1103  Session 5
1104  2/12/'95
10.30-11.35
Match of 

1105  The Day

1106  Sally - f 16 yrs; Kevin - m 13 yrs; 

1107  Dad

1108  

1109  I walked in to observe this in the middle of 

1110  it so I don't 

1111  have time right now to observe the setting.

1112  Sally makes a weird noise of dissatisfaction 

1113  because a team have just scored who she 

1114  doesn't particularly like.

1115  Kevin also mumbles something indistinct.  

1116  He's just finished eating an ice-pop and has 

1117  the stick in his mouth and is messing 

1118  around with it at the moment.

1119  He's sitting on the edge of his seat trying to 

1120  get closer to 

1121  the tele still messing with the stick.

1122  Kevin "Oh see ya" nobody answers

1123  Kevin "Can I turn on the fight"  Wayne 

1124  McCullagh is fighting on the other channel

1125  Dad "No, you can go in and look at it in the 

1126  other one if 

1127  you want to"

1128  Kevin though doesn't reply and doesn't 

1129  make any gestures indicating that he's 

1130  going to go.

1131  I then asked him why he wasn't going 'cos 

1132  in my opinion he had been planning to 

1133  watch the big fight all day.

1134  Kevin "It's too cold" I must admit our 

1135  sitting room is quite cold most of the time 

1136  even when the radiators are turned on.

1137  Kevin "Townsend playing well isn't he?" he 

1138  addressed that comment to Dad who 

1139  doesn't answer him.

1140  Dad " That's a Ec1 you owe me"

1141  Sally "Not yet, it's not over yet and anyway 

1142  I threw the 

1143  piece of paper in the bin"

1144  Sally and Dad were discussing a bet that 

1145  was taking place as to who would win the 

1146  match.

1147  Kevin "He must score"  they have just 

1148  shown a sub coming on to the pitch and 

1149  Kevin is saying that because they're 

1150  showing him coming on, he's going to score.




	1151  Sally "No, that's what you always say - it 

1152  never happens"

1153  Kevin "Oh, I bet you"

1154  Sally "Well, maybe they will, but that 

1155  doesn't mean 

1156  anything"

1157  Kevin "Ooohh" he nearly scored

1158  Kevin "He nearly did" when replay is 

1159  played.

1160  Kevin is still chewing on the stick

1161  Sally is lying down on the ground near the 

1162  fire.

1163  Neither of them are saying anything at the 

1164  moment - 

1165  there's not much happening at the moment 

1166  either so I 

1167  reckon that's what accounts for the silence.

1168  A goal has just nearly been scored and yet 

1169  neither of 

1170  them are saying anything.  Neither of the 

1171  teams playing 

1172  are favoured by either Sally or Kevin or 

1173  Dad.

1174  Sally yawns.  Another goal is nearly scored 

1175  and again 

1176  there's no reaction from either one.

1177  Kevin is still chewing his ice-pop stick.

1178  Sally stretches her leg out a bit

1179  Sally "What was that yellow card for?"

1180  Dad "For giving out to the referee"

1181  Sally folds her arms across her body and 

1182  remains lying 

1183  down.

1184  Kevin sighs a little but eyes remain fixed 

1185  on the screen

1186  Kevin sniffs

1187  Sally sniffs

1188  Still neither of them are commenting on 

1189  the match which 

1190  is surprising to me because usually they're 

1191  full of 

1192  comments and are as such armchair sports 

1193  persons - it 

1194  must definitely be something to do with 

1195  the teams that 

1196  are playing.

1197  1st match is now over

1198  Kevin gets up and leaves kitchen to go 

1199  outside to the sitting room to watch the 

1200  fight. 




	1201  Sally is still lying motionless on the ground 

1202  giving an odd leg movement.  I can't really 

1203  see her facial expression from where I'm 

1204  sitting.  Because I don't want her to notice 

1205  that I'm recording her attention I'm sitting 

1206  behind not in front of her.

1207  Dad asks her to turn off the pump for the 

1208  fire so she gets 

1209  up to  do it.  She quickly resumes the same 

1210  position as 

1211  before - lying down on the ground with her 

1212  arms folded.

1213  She turns over onto her back now so she 

1214  has to turn her 

1215  head in order to look at the TV screen.  

1216  Sally turns head towards fire and then 

1217  back at TV again - 

1218  during this time by the way, there's no 

1219  football action on 

1220  the tele - just commentary

1221  Dad "throw over the knife

1226  Sally "Eh, knife, it's not a knife" she says 

1227  this really 

1228  sarcastically cos Dad is really talking about 

1229  a kind of stick thing that we use to change 

1230  stations on the TV - the 

1231  automatic button is broken.

1232  Sally throws it to him and then picks up a 

1233  hair brush and 

1234  begins messing with it.

1235  She seems engrossed in examining it .

1236  Sally puts her hands behind her ears, puts 

1237  the brush down and sits up facing the 

1238  television.

1239  Sally "Dad put back on match of the day"

1240  Dad turns it back on - the fight hasn't 

1241  started properly yet.

1242  Sally "What did you say for this one"

1243  Dad "A win for Man United"

1244  (Dad and Sally put a bet of Ec1 on to see 

1245  who could guess the most correct results 

1246  from the matches played).

1247  Sally "I say a draw"

1248  Sally "Boooh - oh I hate him" talking about 

1249  a Man U player (Andy Cole)

1250  Sally "Jersey pulling"  commenting on the 




	1251  fact that  the man U player fouled.

1252  Sally is sitting up now closer to the TV and 

1253  is looking much more interested in the TV 

1254  because Man U are her least favourite team 

1255  in the league, she is hoping to see them 

1256  loose.

1257  Sally "Oh nooo"  "phew"  MU miss an open 

1258  goal'

1259  Sally moves her head forward again closer 

1260  to the television - even though there's 

1261  nothing obstructing her view at the 

1262  moment. 

1263  Sally "He missed - phew" Man U nearly 

1264  score again.

1265  Sally "It's really quick I thought they were 

1266  showing big 

1267  highlights" saying that the match is already 

1268  nearly over 

1269  and usually they show extended highlights 

1270  of the big 

1271  matches.

1272  Sally "No I couldn't hear it" responding to 

1273  something that the commentator said.

1274  MU nearly score again

1275  Sally "Yes" and claps hands

1276  Sally "Yes, yes yes" as she's saying this she 

1277  clenches one of her fists and hits her other 

1278  hand off the clenched fist.

1279  Sally "If it ends like this neither of us wins"

1280  Sally "Ha schmichael" he makes a mistake,  

1281  she says this 

1282  very sarcastically

1283  Sally "Oh poser" when they show Eric 

1284  Cantana

1285  She is looking very interested in the match.  

1286  She's 

1287  making a funny face.  I don't have a clue 

1288  why.

1289  She leans forward because the 

1290  commentator is sounding 

1291  more and more excited as if somebody is 

1292  about to score 

1293  or something - nothing however does 

1294  happen and she 

1295  relaxes and closes her eyes.

1296  MU score and Sally closes eyes again and 

1297  sighs - she hits her hands off one another 

1298  as if in a rage.

1299  MU nearly score again but just hit it wide.

1300  Dad "How did he miss?"




	1301  Sally "He's crap" talking about Andy Cole

1302  Sally "He's not worth it, he's real awkward" 

1303  (commenting on the huge price tag on him)

1304  Sally still has the hairbrush in her hand 

1305  but isn't tapping it anymore.  She's just 

1306  fiddling around with it

1307  Sally "Oh Jeasus, I wonder does he stamp 

1308  on them" 

1309  commenting on the fact that Eric Cantana 

1310  jumps into the 

1311  crowd because he's running so fast and 

1312  can't stop himself.

1313  Sally "Last time remember he stamped on 

1314  them"

1315  Sally "Oh, he's landed on a seat"

1316  Game is over

1317  Sally slaps brush wildly off her hand.

1318  She glances at the fire and then back again 

1319  at the TV

1320  Sally "Ahh Dad" when he attempts to 

1321  change the TV channel back over to the 

1322  boxing

1323  Dad changes it anyway

1324  Sally "Oh, oh"  she says this because the 

1325  boxing match has gotten under way unlike 

1326  the last time they changed over.

1327  Sally still has the brush in her hands but 

1328  once again has 

1329  stopped banging it.

1330  Sally "State of him in his shorts”

1331  commenting on the boxer Wayne 

1332  McCullaghs opponent.

1333  Sally leans forward again to get closer to 

1334  the tele

1335  Sally "Yeah - he got a good punch in"

1336  Dad changes back to Match of The Day and 

1337  Sally says 

1338  nothing even though she appeared to be 

1339  very interested 

1340  in the boxing because of the way she 

1341  leaned forward 

1342  when it was on.

1343  Sally bangs brush once or twice off the 

1344  ground.

1345  Sally "Whose he talking about" the panel on 

1346  match of the 

1347  day are discussing a player who fouled 

1348  somebody

1349  Dad "Cantana"

1350  Sally "No it wasn't Cantana" Dad doesn't 




	1351  reply

1352  Dad Changes the station back to the boxing

1353  Sally "Dad turn back" which he did 

1354  Sally "Quick check what we said" they've 

1355  written down on a piece of paper what the 

1356  predicted outcome of each match would be.

1357  Sally "Am I right?" they're just showing the 

1358  clips of the 

1359  goals from each match so by the time Dad 

1360  gets out the 

1361  piece of paper the first match is over.

1362  Sally "Yess"  and clenches fist when 

1363  learning that her 

1364  prediction was correct

1365  Sally "Yesss" her next prediction was also 

1366  correct

1367  Sally "Yes" and claps hands "I don't care if 

1368  you're right" she says this to Dad because 

1369  he predicted that Blackburn who are Sally's 

1370  favourite team would win and she 

1371  predicted they'd loose and at the moment 

1372  they're one up.

1373  Sally "Yes, yes" another two goals have just 

1374  been scored by Blackburn

1375  Sally "It'd better be a draw" - the next 

1376  match is now on.  

1377  Sally clenches fists again willing for a draw 

1378  so she can win the Ec1 off Dad.

1379  Sally "I thought he was going to hit it over" 

1380  when a player got a goal that looked like 

1381  he'd miss.

1382  Sally "Remember Slater used to play for 

1383  them" she says this to Dad but in my 

1384  opinion didn't really expect an 

1385  acknowledgement that he'd heard her 

1386  comment.

1387  She puts her hands up to her face and says 

1388  "Yes" when 

1389  Aron Shearer her favourite player is 

1390  interviewed.  The 

1391  interview is over already and the next 

1392  goals are quickly 

1393  being shown.

1394  Sally "What did we say for this one?" Dad 

1395  says nothing.

1396  Sally "Get it Dad" talking about the sheet 

1397  where their 

1398  predicted results are written down.

1399  Dad doesn't get it and Sally says "Oh, I'm 

1400  getting the pound"




	1401  Sally then got the sheet and starts reading 

1402  out both of their predicted results.

1403  Sally "You said win, I said draw"

1404  Sally "I want LeTissier to score he's on 

1405  my.." she didn't 

1406  finish her sentence because she expects 

1407  Dad to know that 

1408  she means her fantasy football team.

1409  Sally "Oh we're both wrong" when match is 

1410  over but then she smiles a smile of 

1411  satisfaction when she realises that in fact 

1412  she is right.

1413  Sally "Oh no I'm right"

1414  Again she's moved towards the TV to get 

1415  closer to the 

1416  action or something I presume.

1417  Sally "I said forest win"  "You said it'd be a 

1418  draw"

1419  Dad doesn't answer but again she doesn't 

1420  expect him to or she would have repeated 

1421  her statement.

1422  When the match is over she doesn't 

1423  comment on the 

1424  prediction because Dad was right.

1425  Next Match

1426  Sally "I said draw"  "You said win"

1427  Dad "What did you say?"

1428  Sally "Draw"

1429  Dad "Oh yes"

1430  Sally leans forward from where she's 

1431  sitting again.

1432  She looks at the sheet in front of her to 

1433  remind herself of 

1434  their predictions.

1435  Sally "We both said win - oh no I said 

1436  draw"

1437  Sally "Oh ha ha" a player's boot just came 

1438  off

1439  Sally "Oh I hate him" referring to another 

1440  player

1441  Sally glances down at sheet again.  

1442  TV highlights of the night's matches are 

1443  now on.

1444  Sally "I've gotta check who wins" between 

1445  herself and Dad in the bet.  

1446  Sally then gets up and walks over to a 

1447  press and 

1448  picks up a piece of paper and a pen from it 

1449  to add up the 

1450  scores.  At this time all that's on the 




	1451  programme are the 

1452  league tables.

1453  She brings the pen and paper over and 

1454  leans on the 

1455  mantelpiece and adds up the scores.  She 

1456  brought it over 

1457  to look at the tele while adding up in case 

1458  they were 

1459  showing more goals or something in my 

1460  opinion.   

1461  However, she's not looking at the tele at all 

1462  and is 

1463  concentrating on the tele in front of her.

1464  Sally "We drew Dad, what'll we do?"  Dad 

1465  doesn't say 

1466  anything.

1467  Sally "You can give me Ec1"

1468  Another match comes on and they decide 

1469  to bet on that 

1470  and whoever wins will win the pound.

1471  Sally "Just guess" she's asking Dad to make 

1472  his decision

1473  Dad "Notts County"

1474  Sally "Whose the other team?"

1475  Dad "I don't know"

1476  Sally “OK I'll bet on the other team"

1477  Then they show the other team who are a 

1478  non-league 

1479  team so she decides to change her mind.

1480  Sally "well I want the pound however we 

1481  sort it out"

1482  Sally "They're a crap team,  why don't you 

1483  turn on Wayne McCullagh"

1484  Sally "They don't get paid for playing"  She 

1485  makes this 

1486  remark to Dad who changes over to Wayne 

1487  McCullagh.

1488  

1489  My brothers, sister and I are all avid 

1490  football and all 

1491  follow different teams in the league.  As a 

1492  result there is 

1493  usually great rivalry during Match of The 

1494  Day.  Roger and Brian's favourite teams 

1495  weren't playing and Kevin was more 

1496  interested in the boxing match so the 

1497  intended purpose of this programme 

1498  wasn't fulfilled.  However, Sally did watch 

1499  it in the company of Dad and therefore the 

1500  research yielded interesting results 




	1501  regardless of the fact that my original aims 

1502  weren't fulfilled.

1503  

1504  

1505  

1506  Session 6
1507  4/12/'95
9.00-9.20
U2 Video

1508  Roger - m 17 yrs; Kevin -m 13 yrs; 

1509  Sally - f 16 yrs

1510  

1511  Roger is a great fan of U2. 

1512  Roger "This is their best ever song" - pause 

1513  "When it's live - he's directing that 

1514  comment at me because he's always trying 

1515  to get me interested in their music.  I just 

1516  nod and he looks back at the video.

1517  Kevin "He's really ugly" talking about Bono

1518  Roger "C cop on"

1519  Roger is half lying half sitting down on the 

1520  ground looking at the video.

1521  Kevin is sitting on a chair beside me.  They 

1522  were both 

1523  watching tele and that's why Kevin is still 

1524  in the room - he wouldn't chose to turn on 

1525  the video of U2 but because he was 

1526  watching the FA Cup football draw he 

1527  decided to 

1528  remain watching the tele and Roger just 

1529  decided to watch 

1530  the video.  Kevin is eating a sweet.

1531  He keeps glancing into the computer room 

1532  (there's a kind 

1533  of glass door between the two rooms and 

1534  you can make 

1535  out an outline of what's going on in the 

1536  computer room

1537  He though still reverts his eyes back to the 

1538  video after 

1539  each glance at the other door.

1540  Roger "Watch how happy the crowd is now" 

1541  directs this 

1542  comment once again to me - I don't reply.  

1543  Sally enters the room - "you have to go to 

1544  bed now Kevin straight away"

1545  Kevin gets up off the chair and gets down 

1546  on one knee and starts singing and making 

1547  a mockery out of U2.

1548  Then he starts doing a stupid dance to the 

1549  music.

1550  Sally "No, do this" and starts doing a ceile 




	1551  dance -

1552  Kevin soon joins in but Roger says nothing.

1553  Both of them now leave the room - usually 

1554  if Kevin was 

1555  interested in a programme he'd never go to 

1556  bed for ages 

1557  which in my opinion shows his lack of 

1558  interest in the 

1559  video.

1560  Roger still says nothing and is still just half 

1561  sitting half lying down on the ground 

1562  intently looking at the TV.

1563  He glances around at me but just as quickly 

1564  looks back at 

1565  screen. 

1566  Roger moves leg slightly and for approx. 

1567  five seconds taps them in time to the music 

1568  off the press the TV is on.

1569  Roger "Look at the crowd now O

1570  [observer] and see there's one person 

1571  who just looks so excited".

1572  He then points to the person "there".  

1573  He doesn't expect a reply and reverts back 

1574  to original pose as soon as he points the girl 

1575  in the crowd out to me.

1576  There are long pauses before he does/says 

1577  anything and 

1578  there really is absolutely no body language 

1579  to record 

1580  because all he's doing is breathing.  

1581  I'm going to wait until the end of this song 

1582  before I leave 

1583  but I really don't expect his movements or 

1584  his ? to pick up.  

1585  Well he's still not saying anything or 

1586  moving and the song's just over.

1587  Roger "This is a gift one" referring to the 

1588  next song.

1589  Again the original pose is resumed and I'm 

1590  going to stop 

1591  writing because this observation is in my 

1592  opinion quite 

1593  useless because he is saying and doing 

1594  absolutely nothing at all worth recording.

1595  

1596  The purpose of recording Roger watching 

1597  the U2 video was to get an alternative to 

1598  Sally and Cathal.  

1599  I knew from previous experience that 

1600  when Roger  watches television he's very 




	1601  quiet and doesn't move around.  

1602  However, Sally and Kevin surprised me a 

1603  lot so I just wanted to observe Roger to see 

1604  if my previous conceptions of him were 

1605  accurate.

1606  They were accurate during this observation 

1607  where Roger 

1608  basically said nothing and when he did it 

1609  was usually for 

1610  my benefit because I was there.  He's 

1611  always trying to 

1612  convince me to like U2 and I reckon had 

1613  Sally and Kevin been there through the 

1614  whole session rather than me, he 

1615  wouldn't have commented at all except 

1616  maybe to tell 

1617  them to shut up if they were making noise.

1618  I stopped recording Roger's observations 

1619  after about 20 

1620  minutes because he was really saying and 

1621  doing nothing 

1622  at all and it didn't appear that there was 

1623  going to be 

1624  much change in him for the duration of the 

1625  video.




	Case Study 3
Observation Notes

4     I declared openly to both participants that 

5     I would be observing them as they viewed 

6     TV programmes and taking observation 

7     notes about them.  As access is somewhat 

8     restricted as the participants live in 

9     Drogheda and I in Dublin, I am aware of 

10    their viewing patterns at weekends and 

11    during holiday times.  It was necessary for 

12    me to get the participants to actively 

13    engage in this research programme by 

14    marking the programmes that they watch 

15    on a seven day TV guide.  The data thus 

16    obtained was entered on the Viewing 

17    Practice Sheet.

18    From my own familiarity with the 

19    participants I believed that they viewed 

20    their own programmes separately and I 

21    was quite surprised to learn that they 

22    shared viewing preferences, therefore 

23    getting the participants to list their weekly 

24    viewing habits has set a different trend on 

25    the methods which will be perused in this 

26    research with observations concentrated on 

27    shared viewing and a small amount of 

28    observation on lone viewing.

29    Access to the TV room is not open to the 

30    participants or myself.  the room in my 

31    parents house and all research intended to 

32    be conducted with only the participants 

33    and the observer in the TV room and I do 

34    not foresee any problems occurring in that 

35    area.  With regard to access and the two 

36    main gate keepers they did not seem 

37    disturbed by the fact that they would be 

38    observed, however, they seem quite 

39    excited about this and are interested in the 

40    results.  I feel that after some time I the 

41    observer will be forgotten in that context 

42    and that their viewing will be 'natural'.

43    

44    Session 1

45    4/11/'95
10.20-11.20
X Files

46    Sara - f 14 yrs; Fintan - m 10 yrs

47    

48    Both Sara and Fintan are in position to 

49    view this programme during the ad break 

50    proceeding.  




	51    Both are sitting approx. 6 inches from the 

52    TV with a coffee table between them with 

53    drinks and sweets on it.  

54    Fintan shouts "shut up Sara” 

55    as the titles roll Sara looks at me and 

56    sniggers.  

57    Apparently this programme is quite 

58    intense at the beginning so there is not 

59    much movement from Sara & Fintan just 

60    the occasional gulp of a mineral from 

61    Fintan.  

62    Sara "this is unreal" as the plot unfolds 

63    and appears slightly disinterested by lying 

64    right back in her seat  

65    Fintan makes no comment 

66    still sitting intently forward blinking 

67    rapidly as his intensity in viewing 

68    increases.  

69    There is quite an amount of movement 

70    from both Sara & Fintan during this 

71    ad break, 

72    minerals are topped up by both 

73    and Sara questions me as to what I thought 

74    of the X Files.  

75    I respond that I find [it] quite unbelievable 

76    and Fintan comments that "The story is not 

77    real"

78    As the programme resumes 

79    Fintan returns to the edge of his seat 

80    immediately engrossed.  

81    Sara maintains a more relaxed approach 

82    and sits up at times of interest to her - i.e. 

83    as a particular character appears on screen.

84    Just now Sara & Fintan appear agitated.  

85    Sara by rocking forwards and backwards. 

86    Fintan by standing up hitching his pants 

87    and sitting down quite a few times, 

88    as these agitated sequences seem to be 

89    developing I concentrate on the 

90    programme.  

91    The story line appears to be in the 

92    doldrums just as if this part is the filling 

93    just made up to fill the time.  

94    Fintan poses the question to the TV 

95    Fintan "When are they going to get on with 

96    it"

97    Sara "It's always like this in the X Files" to 

98    Fintan.

99    Fintan starts to talk about his football 

100   match the next day, 




	101   Sara asks him what time it is at 

102   and Fintan tells her to  "Stay quiet"

103   He is back sitting on the edge of his seat 

104   deeply re-engrossed in the programme.  

105   Sara continues fidgeting by rocking 

106   forward and backward 

107   but only for a short time she is soon re-

108   engrossed also in the programme  

109   Now the ads come on 

110   there are moans of discontentment from 

111   Sara & Fintan.  

112   Fintan stands up watches the first ad then 

113   says

114   Fintan "I am off to the loo" and runs out 

115   the door.  

116   Sara consults the TV guide saying 

117   Sara "I wonder what's on next"

118   After a short time she says 

119   Sara "Nothing really maybe we will play 

120   scrabble".

121   Fintan is back in the room shortly, 

122   tops up his mineral glass and settles 

123   himself on the edge of his seat.  

124   Sara gets settled poised to watch the final 

125   part of the programme.

126   Sara "Good" to the TV as the programme 

127   restarts.  

128   Fintan says "Sash".  

129   The story appears to be moving rapidly 

130   with a lot of action.  

131   Fintan imitates the actors throwing and 

132   taking punches.  

133   Sara grits her teeth as the action hots up.  

134   At the moment I can quite honestly say 

135   that both Sara & Fintan are oblivious to 

136   any thing else bar the TV.  

137   Sara tops up her mineral without taking 

138   her eyes off the screen.  

139   Fintan mutters something.

140   Sara "Shut up or I'll dig you" to him.

141   Silence returns.  

142   Fintan now opens a packet of biscuits and 

143   munches them intently saying

144   Fintan "The X Files are deadly"

145   Sara "If you do not want to watch them go 

146   and have a ball".  Sara immediately says

147   Sara "See that fellow there wasn't he in 

148   another programme"

149   Fintan "Ye, ye"

150   Sara rocks intently at the edge of her seat.  


	151   Fintan sits there with legs crossed tapping 

152   one foot.  

153   The programme concludes.  

154   Fintan "How did they do that"

155   Sara "I knew that would happen"

156   

157   Summary:  The pace seemed to really hot 

158   up with the participants after the second 

159   ad break and I attempted to catch as much 

160   of their interaction and actions as I could at 

161   times I briefly watched the X Files to 

162   enable myself to get an idea of what they 

163   might be experiencing, though in a non-

164   participant mode, as participant 

165   observation is impossible with teenagers or 

166   children as the researcher cannot become a 

167   full participant in their way of life.  

168   

169   Session 2

170   18/11/'95
7.20-8.15
Superman

171   Sara - f 14 yrs; Fintan - m 10 yrs

172   Room layout and seating arrangements are 

173   the same as in field notes 1.

174   

175   Sara & Fintan are having a conversation 

176   about whether Lois and Clark or Superman 

177   is the best portrayal of Superman 

178   as the opening titles begin to roll 

179   Fintan thinks Superman is better 

180   and Sara the opposite.  

181   Sara sits back in her seat emitting a large 

182   sigh crosses her legs and starts drumming 

183   on her knee with her fingers.  

184   Fintan adopts immediately what I will now 

185   term his intense viewing mode siting at the 

186   edge of his seat looking intensely at the 

187   screen and blinking rapidly.  

188   He seems when in this mode to eat and 

189   drink subconsciously.  

190   The story line catches Sara attention, 

191   it is one of those more humanistic story 

192   lines, 

193   she uncrosses her legs and stops drumming 

194   with her fingers.  

195   Sara asks Fintan  "What is your man's 

196   name"

197   Fintan "Jimmy" Fintan answers 

198   unaware of his sister interruption of his 

199   intense viewing 

200   which I find surprising




	201   Ads 

202   Fintan "What's for tea"

203   Sara "You're not hungry already" to which 

204   Fintan replies

205   Fintan "I'm starving" and runs out of the 

206   room.  

207   Sara shouts after him "Get me some 

208   biscuits too"

209   Sara "Dad are you doing your TV project"

210   I reply "Yes"

211   Sara "OK" and comes over to look over my 

212   shoulder 

213   as she hears Fintan returning she flies back 

214   over to her seat.   

215   Fintan drops the biscuits on the coffee 

216   table and takes his seat and adopts his 

217   intense viewing mode 

218   as Superman comes back on.  

219   Sara is sitting back quite relaxed looking at 

220   the TV no fidgeting at all.  

221   Fintan is beginning to move both his feet 

222   forward and backwards on the ground and 

223   rock side ways on this seat.  

224   I feel that he is moving in time with the 

225   programme.  

226   Sara starts to rock sideways in a similar 

227   manner to Fintan 

228   almost unconsciously imitating him.  

229   At this point I feel that there are three 

230   people in the room Sara & Fintan myself 

231   (triangle).  

232   I am like an inane object in the room 

233   as Sara & Fintan 's attention is directed 

234   towards Winn's Plug In Drug.  

235   There is no interaction between them. 

236   Their movement is restricted to this 

237   rocking sideways steadily, 

238   expressions on their faces reflect what is 

239   happening on the programme. 

240   Now all hell breaks loose.

241   Ad break

242   Fintan jumps up and starts imitating 

243   Superman flying. 

244   Sara starts chatting to me about the 

245   storyline 

246   leaves her seat and comes over beside me.  

247   I feel that they are now releasing all the 

248   energy that they have conserved while 

249   they have been watching Superman and I 




	250   think that it is probable that they would be 

251   unable to sit and watch the final part of 

252   Superman if they did not use up this 

253   energy.

254   As soon as the ads end there is a dive back 

255   into their seats.  

256   Fintan ends up right back in his seat with 

257   his feet off the ground (a strange viewing 

258   position for him), 

259   Sara ends up perched on the edge of her 

260   seat.  

261   Comments pass between Sara & Fintan as 

262   to what way the programme will finish 

263   at the same time they both watched the 

264   programme 

265   and neither seemed aggravated by the 

266   comments being made by the other.  

267   With interaction limited to subjects and TV 

268   I find that I am watching the programme 

269   rather than observing when I realise this I 

270   redirect my attention back to the task.  

271   Sara seems to be completely engrossed in 

272   the programme 

273   she is sitting at the edge of her seat holding 

274   on to the arms of the chair.  

275   Fintan has returned to his usual position at 

276   the edge of the seat 

277   his movements imitate strongly the actions 

278   of the characters on screen.  

279   Sara says  "Dad you better get our tea 

280   ready"  

281   as if she is aware that the programme is 

282   nearly over and she knows that something 

283   has to follow it.

284   Fintan "I only want bacon and mushrooms"

285   I answer both of them with "Yes, in a 

286   minute".

287   As the programme ends 

288   they both jump up immediately from their 

289   seats and leave the room.  

290   Fintan commenting "That was brilliant" 

291   and Sara saying her usual "I knew that 

292   would happen"

293   

294   These observations notes are 'I think' a 

295   good representation of what actually 

296   occurred during the programme, basically I 

297   might have lost some of the interactions 

298   because I found myself at times watching 

299   the programme

300   




	301   

302   Session 3


303   25/11/'95
7.15-8.15
Blind Date

304   Sara - f 14 yrs; Fintan - m 10 yrs

305   Room layout and seating arrangements 

306   similar to previous field notes

307   

308   The theme music is playing and Sara is 

309   humming along loudly.  

310   Fintan "Shut up would you"

311   Sara stops. 

312   Sara starts humming along again Fintan 

313   joins in.

314   Sara "Look at what Cilla's wearing"

315   Fintan replies "Ye it's gross" 

316   Sara shouts at Cilla "Would you come on"

317   Both Fintan & Sara are sitting at the edge 

318   of their seats.

319   Sara "Look at your man isn't he cool"

320   Fintan "Ye ye listen to him.

321   Disbelievingly Fintan then says "I don't 

322   believe a word he says" to the TV

323   Sara "Sssh sssh"

324   Fintan jumps up from his seat and leaves 

325   the room walking in front of Sara who 

326   pushes him along on his way.

327   Fintan "Get off" and walks backwards in 

328   front of her.  Sara then strains her neck to 

329   keep viewing the TV.  Fintan then leaves 

330   the room.

331   Sara "Dad I bet no 2 will e the one that's 

332   picked cause I'd pick him"

333   Fintan comes back in with a soccer 

334   magazine sits down opens it up and looks 

335   at the TV.  

336   Sara angrily to Cilla "Come on let her ask 

337   the questions".  

338   Sara laughs really loudly along with the TV 

339   audience as a question is asked

340   "What are you laughing at " Fintan says.  

341   "Ah grow up F" says Sarah. 

342    "No. 3 is a dickhead" says Fintan  

343   "Ye" says Sara "I hope she picks no. 2 but I 

344   think she'll pick no. 1".  

345   Fintan is reading his magazine and looking 

346   at the TV when something attracts his 

347   attention.  "Sara would you go on Blind 

348   Date" Fintan says without looking up from 

349   his mag.  

350   "Yes I would " she says  




	351   "I wouldn't" Fintan says.  

352   "Ah you're a stupid mushroom" Sara says.  

353   20 mins

354   Sara leans more forward on her chair as 

355   the girl makes her choice 

356   Fintan averts his eyes from his mag to the 

357   TV.  

358   "The Richard" Sara shouts sarcastically at 

359   the TV because the girl picked no 3.  

360   Sara flicks through the stations 

361   and says "I'm not watching this"  

362   Fintan says "Sara put it back on until we 

363   see what happened to the couple that were 

364   on last week".  

365   "OK I suppose I will" Sara replies.  

366   "Look at the way your man is looking at 

367   your woman F" Sara says to F, 

368   no answer from Fintan as he is reading his 

369   mag  

370   " Fintan look look ah you're too late" Sara 

371   says 

372   as Fintan raises his head saying "What,  

373   what I don't care".  

374   "I wouldn't mind going there" Sara says.  

375    Fintan replies "It's a crap place".  

376   Sara leans right back in her chair 

377   as the couple relate to Cilla what they 

378   thought of one another on their date.  

379   Sara says "They're not suited at all are they 

380   Fintan?"  

381   "No" he replies and starts reading from the 

382   mag immediately.

383   30 mins

384   The theme music is on and Sara is standing 

385   up dancing to it.  

386   "Sit down Sara I can't read with you 

387   messing " Fintan says.  

388   Sara goes closer to Fintan 

389   he jumps up and says "Sarah, get away".  

390   Sara ? back to her seat sits down then 

391   jumps up and walks out of the room.  

392   "She's crazy" Fintan says aloud.  

393   He is now watching the TV but not 

394   intensely 

395   and occasionally he looks at the mag.  

396   Sara comes back into the room 

397   looks at the TV and says "Those girls are 

398   gross"

399   40 mins

400   "I don't know, I think no. 3 is a babe" 




	401   Fintan says.  

402   "I wonder what your man is like" Sara says   

403   "Like Carl you hope I don't think so" says 

404   Fintan.  

405   "You only like no. 3 because she looks like 

406   Rita" Sara says  

407   "Don't be so stupid Sara she's not a bit like 

408   Rita" say Fintan 

409   "and anyway I don't like Rita" 

410   "Look at your man" Sara shouts at the TV.  

411    Fintan says "I think your are mad Sara".  

412   "I know man mad" Sara replies  

413    Fintan looks over at me with his finger 

414   twisting at his forehead saying "She's 

415   cracked".  

416    Fintan throws his mag on the coffee table 

417   and leans right back in his seat so that his 

418   feet are off the ground 

419   and he is swinging them.  

420   Both Sara & Fintan now stare at TV 

421   as the questions are being asked and 

422   answered.  

423   "No. 3 he'll pick no. 3" Fintan says 

424   "No no. 2" replies Sara 

425   "Bet you your wrong Sara" says Fintan.  

426   "Ah shut up Fintan" Sara says 

427   "No I will not" Fintan replies.  

428   " What do you think Dad" Sara says 

429   "Who will he pick".  "No.2" I say.  "That's 

430   what I think" Sara replies.  

431    Fintan shouts "No. 3 it will be no. 3"  

432   The contestant picks no. 1 

433   "What's he at" Sara says.

434   "He's a plonker" Fintan says directly to 

435   Sarah.  

436   "I know" says Sarah.  

437   "Come on Cilla give them the envelopes so 

438   that we can find out how last week's couple 

439   got on" Sara says dismissively to the TV.  

440   "Ha, ha they are only going to London" says 

441   Fintan.  

442   Sara & Fintan simultaneously sit back in 

443   their seats 

444   watching the filmed account of the couple's 

445   trip.  

446   They are not speaking just watching.  

447   "They seemed to have got on well together" 

448   Sara says as the film account ends.  

449   "I wonder will they see each other again".  

450   Fintan says "I don't care if they do " 




	451   and gets up and leaves the room.  

452   Sara says "I think the chap is all right but 

453   that girl is awful she's very rude".  

454   She is just watching now 

455   and says "not bad" 

456   when the closing titles start to roll.

457   

458   These field notes provide as detailed a 

459   record of interaction between Sara & 

460   Fintan the TV and myself that I could keep.  

461   I thought that they were not particularly 

462   interested in the programme as the level of 

463   interaction did seem very high.

464   

465   Session 4

466   2/12/'95
9.20-10.20  Weekend at 

467   Bernies II (Video)

468   Sara - f  14 yrs; Fintan - m 10 yrs

469   Room layout and seating arrangements 

470   similar to previous fieldnotes.

471   

472   As the opening credits roll 

473   Fintan is seated in his seat watching the 

474   titles intensely 

475   Sara is in a flurry of activity bringing 

476   minerals and glasses into the room.

477   "Fintan why do I have to get everything" 

478   Sara says.

479   "Well I got the video" says Fintan.  

480   "Do you remember the first one" Fintan 

481   says to Sara "When Bernie fell off the 

482   balcony".  

483   "Yes I do" says Sara "it was very funny"  

484   "Ah look at Bernie he still has his 

485   sunglasses on" says Sarah.  

486   "Ye he never take them off well I mean 

487   nobody ever takes them off him" says 

488   Fintan.  

489   "Oh look at the way the two boys are 

490   dressed for work" Sara says.  

491   "Listen listen" Fintan says "Now I'll have to 

492   rewind that part"  

493   "Ah don't bother watch it again tomorrow, 

494   so will I because it's probably a great 

495   laugh" replies Sarah.  

496   "When are the two boys going to get Bernie 

497   out of the morgue" Fintan says.  

498   "I don't know just watch the film" Sara 

499   replies.

500   "Who are these fellows I don't remember 




	501   them from part one?" says Fintan 

502   without directing the question at anyone.  

503   There is West Indian music on 

504   and both Sara & Fintan start dancing in 

505   their seats, 

506   "those two blokes have to go and get Bernie 

507   so as he will lead them to the money" says 

508   Sarah.  

509   "What's in the bag Sara" asks Fintan.  

510   "Ah chicken you mushroom" Sara replies  

511   “OK dickhead" Fintan says.  

512   "Your man is spending all Bernie's money" 

513   says Sara  

514   "How" says Fintan  

515   "He's using his credit cards" replies Sarah.  

516   "Ah look at your man in his pyjamas"  

517   Fintan says 

518   " I like him better than the other fellow" 

519   replies Sarah. 

520   "What the hell are these at" says Sarah. 

521    I say "They have to cast a voodoo spell on 

522   Bernie so that he will lead the crooks to the 

523   money".  

524   "Look the chicken is after getting away ha 

525   ha" says Fintan  

526   "The spell won't work now" says Sara to 

527   the TV.  

528   The West Indian music comes on again 

529   both Sara & Fintan jump up on their feet 

530   and start dancing 

531   "Oh look Sarah, Bernie is getting up, look at 

532   the way he's moving" says Fintan.  

533   The music stops 

534   "Ha ha ha " says Sara 

535   "Jeeze that hurt" says Fintan as Bernie falls 

536   face first on the floor.  

537   "Put the music back on" Sara shouts 

538   demandingly at the TV.  

539   The music comes back on again 

540   and Bernie gets up starts dancing to the 

541   beat and walking off.  

542   "He only walks when the music is on 

543   because they  used a pigeon instead of the 

544   chicken" say Fintan.  

545   "How are the two boys going to be with 

546   Bernie if these two have him" says Sara  

547   "Watch the film and you'll find out Sarah" says 

548   Fintan.  

549   The action switches to a real quit scene 

550   with the two main characters in a 




	551   computer room.  

552   Sara & Fintan relax back into their seats 

553   "O good" says Fintan "they're going now to 

554   get Bernie from the morgue".  

555   "I say there is some stink off him now he 

556   must be dead at least two weeks" says 

557   Sarah.  "ssh, ssh" says Fintan.  

558   "They have to put your man's clothes on 

559   Bernie, and they're robbing the attendants 

560   shoes as he is sleeping" Sara says.  

561   "Did you see that Sara he woke up and 

562   bashed his head off the pipe" says Fintan.  

563   "Oh no they’re going to put him in the 

564   suitcase" says Sarah.  

565   "You know it's only a dummy they are 

566   using now" says Fintan.  

567   "here we go they are in the West Indies 

568   now" says Sarah.  

569   "I don't believe it they are going to put 

570   Bernie into the fridge" says Fintan " and 

571   look at them spraying deodorant to kill the 

572   smell off him".  

573   "Bernie heard the music from outside he's 

574   trying to dance" says Fintan.

575   

576   Interaction between Sara & Fintan the TV 

577   were at a very high level it was practically 

578   impossible to capture everything.  

579   However, these notes I feel capture the 

580   speed and intensity of the interaction.




	Case Study 4
Observation Notes

Session 1

3     31/10/'95
6.00
News (RTE)

4     Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

5    Observer

6     

7     Aron is sitting in the armchair, body as well as head 

8     facing the television, 

9     with arms folded and legs crossed and his feet resting on 

10    the table in front 

11    (what I'd term a fairly relaxed position).  

12    Grace is on the sofa opposite him, also facing the telly.  

13    She is sitting up with a bowl of grapes on her lap and as 

14    I watch her face 

15    I notice her eyes are rising and dipping from a focus on 

16    the telly to one on the bowl.  

17    She puts a grape in her mouth.  

18    Neither are speaking 

19    and Aron has just sat up, 

20    taking his feet off the table and sitting with his elbows on 

21    his knees 

22    and his chin on his hands as he still watches the telly 

23    (Quebec referendum).  

24    He stays in that position.  

25    Grace is still eating grapes, glances briefly at the telly, 

26    takes today's Irish Times off the telly as well as a biro.  

27    She focuses on the paper and writes something on the 

28    crossword.  

29    The report on Quebec has just finished 

30    and Aron has sat back again, taking his chin off his hands 

31    and his elbows off his knees.  

32    He looks at Grace, then the telly, leaning back into the 

33    chair and stretching his legs out on the floor; he crosses 

34    them and folds his arms across his chest.  

35    Grace is still sitting there bowl on knees and paper 

36    leaning on side of sofa. 

37    She glances at telly, then back to paper.  

38    "Stuck yet?" Aron.  

39    (I notice that the ads are on - first time he's spoken) 

40    "No" Grace 

41    (in what I would term a defensive kind of voice).  

42    Aron looks back at TV. 

43    (Erin soup ad.).  

44    Grace puts the pen on table, takes a grape and puts it in 

45    her mouth while looking at the T.V. now  

46    She asks Aron to change the channel "Aron, will you 

47    change, please?"  

48    He stands up, goes to telly and changes the channel to 

49    Network 2 

50    (cartoons)  




	51    He turns to Grace,  still standing at the telly "It's not on 

52    yet" Aron.  

53    Grace looks at her watch, takes newspaper and pen, puts 

54    them on the table, leans back on sofa and folds her arms, 

55    then crosses her legs.  

56    "I can watch cartoons for two minutes" - Grace. 

57    Aron goes out of room.

58    6.26

59    

60    Session 2

61    6/11/'95
9.30
E.R.

62    Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O - 

63    Observer

64    

65    N.B. I think it's a good time to mention  that this is the 

66    third time this week I've tried to have my observation 

67    session.  Initially I had no problems with my sister and 

68    her boyfriend in terms of access.  They both agreed fully 

69    to my being able to observe them watching television.  

70    But the first time I sat down with my foolscap and pen, 

71    my sister immediately asked was I going to observe 

72    them?  For the next few minutes they both glanced at me 

73    a few times and asked what I was writing  - not really 

74    good notes or observation for me.  So I stopped and said 

75    I'd write a letter instead.  So I did.  I think that one of the 

76    reasons they became uncomfortable was because they 

77    weren't used to me writing in the sitting room.  Normally 

78    I watch television as well or if I want to work, I do that 

79    in my bedroom.  So, I've come into the sittingroom a 

80    few time this week with my pen and paper while the 

81    others watch television and I feel I can go more 

82    unnoticed now as regards to my observation.

83    

84    Grace is sitting with her body as well as her head facing 

85    the television, 

86    legs crossed and a newspaper on her knee open and 

87    folded at the crossword page. 

88    Aron is beside her, leaning back on her but also facing 

89    the television.  

90    The ads are on at the moment, the news having finished 

91    and ER about to start.  

92    Grace is leaning forward over the crossword and has just 

93    written something down  

94    She glances up at the telly at the Guinness ad. then looks 

95    down again at the crossword.

96    Now her right leg which is crossed over the other is 

97    bouncing up and down, 

98    now it's stopped.  

99    ER starts, 

100   She faces the telly and is looking at it.  




	101   Aron has a paper held up in one hand but now he moves 

102   it diagonally 

103   so (I presume) he now has a clear view of the television.  

104   He is still holding up the newspaper in his left hand but 

105   is looking at the television.  

106   At this moment both are looking at the telly without 

107   moving 

108   so I'm just writing this down to fill in the time.  

109   Grace has just uncrossed her legs and is facing more 

110   forward, 

111   still leaning over the paper and looking down.  

112   She asks "could that be sentiment?"  

113   "Don't know. What's this programme" - Aron.  

114   "ER" Grace.  

115   Aron also leans forward puts paper on table, and looks at 

116   television.  

117   Grace also looks up from paper again and focuses on the 

118   telly.  

119   Both again are not moving while looking at the telly 

120   so it's probably a good moment to say that on the 

121   programme itself, a woman is giving birth, screaming and 

122   pushing alternatively.  The baby is born on the 

123   programme and the scene changes.  

124   Grace looks down at the crossword again and puts her 

125   chin leaning on her hand with her arm (elbow) on her 

126   knee.  

127   Now she's leaning forward, takes a mug off the table 

128   and drinks,  looking over the rim of the mug at the telly 

129   at the same time.  

130   Aron picks the paper off the table again and holds it up in 

131   his hand (left) still looking at the television.  

132   Grace puts the mug on the table, leans back, crosses her 

133   legs again with paper on her knee and pen in hand.  

134   Her foot is bouncing up and down at the moment.  

135   They are both fairly  ? at the moment 

136   so again I'm just going to write as advised without 

137   stopping until something happens that I can write down.  

138   "R, would you like a gummi bear?" - Aron.  

139   "No thanks" me.  

140   He has just put his paper on his knee and taken a bag of 

141   sweets off the table in front.  "Do you want one Grace?" 

142   Aron.  

143   She takes a sweet out of the bag. 

144   Aron puts bag back on table and leans back putting his 

145   arm around Grace.  

146   Grace is looking at the telly now but the last minute or 

147   two she's been looking down at her crossword.  

148   Aron still has the paper on his knee but is looking at the 

149   telly  

150   He leans slightly forward takes bag back off table, 




	151   putting them on sofa between him and Grace.  

152   Puts his arm backwards over his head and scratches his 

153   back looking at television at the same time.  

154   Grace writes something on newspaper, 

155   looks up at telly, leg still bounding up and down.  

156   Both are looking at telly now 

157   (& mother and daughter are having an argument in the 

158   programme), not moving much 

159   except that Aron keeps reaching in and taking sweets out 

160   of the bag, then eating them.  

161   Ads are on telly again 

162   so both look down at same time at crossword on Grace's 

163   knee.  

164   Aron gets up and goes out of room.  

165   Grace looks down at newspaper.  

166   40 minutes are over 

167   and since one of my television viewers has gone out of 

168   the room, 

169   I'm going to stop now. 

170   

171   

172   Session 3

173   7/11/'95
11.00
Beverly Hills Cop II

174   Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

175   Observer

176   

177   N.B I came in to discover the two watching a film fairly 

178   intently.  

179   So I took my opportunity to observe.

180   Aron is sitting on the armchair with his whole body 

181   facing the television.  

182   He is leaning forward, elbows resting on knees and chin 

183   resting on hands, 

184   focusing on the telly,  

185   He's not moving much.  

186   Grace is sitting on sofa furthest from the telly with a 

187   book on her knee 

188   but for the last few minutes she's been looking up at the 

189   television.  

190   Aron has just moved to beside Grace on the sofa 

191   (I would have to say here that I think they are both very 

192   aware of what I'm doing tonight as they are both 

193   glancing at me).  

194   Grace still has the book on her knee but has crossed her 

195   knees underneath it and at this very moment is bouncing 

196   her leg/foot up and down. 

197   Now it's stopped but she's still looking at the television, 

198   not at her book.  

199   Aron has taken a newspaper off the table and is looking at 

200   it 




	201   (Ads on telly). 

202   Grace is looking down at her book and is fiddling with 

203   her hair with her right hand tucking it behind her ear, 

204   taking it out, tucking it back in. 

205   Aron has crossed his legs, is looking at the telly 

206   (flake ad)

207   and is rubbing his eye with his right hand.  

208   Now I'm just writing 

209   because they are not really doing anything or moving in 

210   any way 

211   although now the film has just started 

212   they are both looking up at the TV again.  

213   At the moment they are still looking at the telly and are 

214   literally not moving, 

215   not even a blink yet just 

216   now Aron has leaned down and scratched his knee.  

217   Grace is looking down at his knee, looks up again at 

218   telly.  

219   Aron (still looking at telly) has put the same hand that he 

220   scratched his knee with behind his head and it's resting 

221   on the back of his head.  

222   Now I'm just writing again for the sake of it 

223   as they're both looking at the TV, unmoving although  

224   Grace has started to bounce her foot up and down again 

225   (NB on the TV a  scene has just begun).  

226   Grace has put her hand up to her face and is eating a nail 

227   as far as I can see.

228   Aron is still watching telly, not moving 

229   except at some stage when I wasn't looking when he 

230   took his arm down.  

231   Again I'm just going to keep writing as nothing of 

232   interest is happening 

233   but 20 mins is up so I'll stop here.

234   

235   

236   

237   Session 4
238   9/11/'95
10.15

Mad About You

239   Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

240  Observer

241   

242   Aron is sitting at end of sofa (near me) 

243   and Grace is lying back on him with her head resting on 

244   his chest and her legs over the end of the sofa and her 

245   arms folded across her chest.  

246   Both are looking at the television and since I started my 

247   observation, they haven't moved or made a sound.  

248   Grace has just moved putting her feet n the ground and 

249   turn her head slightly 

250   asked Aron (whose eyes are open) "still awake?"  




	251   "Mmmm" is his answer.

252   Grace has just moved again, putting her knees onto the 

253   sofa.  

254   Aron is laughing, 

255   presumably at the television which is a comedy 

256   (American) programme.  

257   Again they are both looking at the telly, unmoving 

258   although Aron has just said " That was like us at the 

259   Debs" 

260   (I presume he's referring to the programme in which the 

261   couple are dancing alone together on the dance floor).  

262   The programme has finished.  

263   "Where's the paper?" - Grace.  

264   Both sit up slightly and look around at me.  

265   "Can you pass me the paper?" - Grace to me. 

266   I throw the paper to her  

267   "Click, click, click, they build it brick by brick..." Grace 

268   is singing along to the Duplo ad.  

269   She has leaned forward now and is looking at the 

270   newspaper.  

271   "The movie show's on at 1.15 pm" - Grace.  

272   Aron is leaning back against the sofa still looking at the 

273   telly, on  which the news has just started.  

274   Grace leans back onto his chest again and seems to be 

275   picking pieces of fluff off her jumper although she's 

276   looking at the telly.  

277   She has just crossed her legs over and is wiggling her 

278   foot from side to side.  

279   Now there are both fairly moving 

280   although Grace has just started wiggling her foot.  

281   I've just noticed something new which is that at this 

282   moment Grace is blinking every couple of seconds and 

283   during the previous programme she was blinking I 

284   presume in a regular way as I didn't register her as doing 

285   it. 

286   Aron has just yawned loudly and put his hand in his 

287   pocket - 

288   and 1/2 hour is up.

289   

290   

291   

292   Session 5
293   13/11/'95
8.30
The Thin BlueLine

294   Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

295   Observerr

296   

297   N.B. It's necessary to say here that one of my main 

298   problems was something that I never thought would be a 

299   problem - it was very difficult to find a time when my 

300   sister and her boyfriend were both sitting down watching 




	301   something on television.  It's not that they go out a lot or 

302   are here only one at a time, it's just that they very rarely 

303   (I've only realised now) watch television at all.  They 

304   read, do crosswords, read newspapers, but watching 

305   telly is occasional or even if it's on, they may be doing 

306   several things at the same time.

307   

308   This evening Aron is leaning back into the couch, body 

309   facing the television.  

310   Grace is lying back across the rest of the sofa, leaning on 

311   Aron's chest.  

312   She's facing the telly as well.  

313   Both are watching the programme,

314   a suppose-to-be comedy 

315   although neither is laughing.  

316   Aron has just put his left hand in his jeans pocket and is 

317   using his right foot to scratch the back of his left leg.  

318   Grace is not moving at all.  

319   Aron has just laughed slightly and is now smiling.  

320   Neither are moving at all, their eyes are focused on the 

321   T.V., neither speaks, 

322   Aron has just laughed briefly again 

323   but otherwise I'm doing the usual writing because I have 

324   nothing of interest to report "This is crap" - Aron  

325   "Why d you keep laughing then?" - Grace.  

326   Aron has just taken his hand out of his pocket and rested 

327   his hand on the side of the sofa.

328   Grace has just yawned and stretched her legs over the 

329   end of the sofa. 

330   Grace has turned her head into the back of the sofa and is 

331   not looking at the telly, she's looking at her hand or 

332   fingers which she's holding up in front of her face.  

333   Aron is wiggling his foot (right one) up and down.  

334   Both of them have just laughed at the same time.  

335   Aron is still smiling 

336   but Grace is no longer looking at the telly.  

337   They are both in the same position n the sofa, 

338   Grace is biting her nail.  

339   The programme's finished and ads are on.  

340   They're still looking at the telly.  

341   "No thank you" - Grace to the telly when the X Files is 

342   announced as being the next programme.  

343   "What time is it?" - Grace   

344   Grace stands up, goes to the telly and changes channel.  

345   She goes back to the sofa, lies down in her former 

346   position, taking the newspaper off the table and a pen.  

347   The RTE news is on, 

348   Aron is looking at the telly 

349   though Grace is not.  

350   "Pigeons" - Grace  




	351   Aron looks at newspaper, sitting up a bit, his right foot 

352   bouncing again.  

353   Neither are looking at the telly now 

354   (still news) and 1/2 hour is up so I'll stop now.

355   

356   Session 6
357   4/12/'95
8.30
The Thin Blue Line

358   Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

359   Observer

360   

361   Before I start, may I say that my method of  observation 

362   has completely altered for my second half of observation 

363   sessions.  I'm now doing my observation of the 

364   participants and they don't know about it.  They think 

365   I've finished.  I'm not actually writing these notes in the 

366   room with them; I've actually just finished observing 

367   them and I can't believe the difference in feedback now 

368   from when they knew I was doing it.

369     

370   Aron is sitting beside Grace,  arm around her and she's 

371   leaning against him.  

372   Both are facing the telly. 

373   Grace has just asked him to come out to the phone box 

374   with her to ring a friend in London

375   but he replied "Can we just wait till this programme is 

376   finished?" 

377   "I can't believe you like watching this crap - O are you 

378   going to watch this?" Grace  

379   "I don't mind " - O.  

380   So Aron is watching this programme with a smile on his 

381   face and laughs 

382   as Rowan Atkinson tells the members of his police force 

383   what they're going to do today.  Then he's getting all 

384   muddled as to how he can address the woman on his 

385   little force - police woman and police person.  

386   Aron laughs at this point.  

387   Grace goes "Ha Ha" - without much effort.  

388   I would think her tone of voice is really best summed up 

389   as being sarcastic 

390   (in my opinion).  

391   Grace asks how long is the programme going to be 

392   and I look at the guide and say "Half an hour".  

393   "God" she says, looking at me but then looks back at the 

394   telly 

395   as Aron is watching with his mouth open in a kind of 

396   smile.  

397   Nobody says anything 

398   as on the programme the supervisor has got very excited 

399   coz they seem to have an important case.  He tells a 

400   young guy to telephone various people and get him a cup 




	401   of tea (also tells him how to make the tea).  

402   Aron laughs loudly at this moment and actually slaps his 

403   knee as he laughs. 

404   (I think that is overly forced to irritate Grace although he 

405   does seem t find the humour to his taste)  

406   Grace looks at him and says that she can't believe he has 

407   such a bad sense of humour or words to that effect. 

408   He doesn't reply but watches the telly again.  

409   Grace sits up and doesn't lean on him but turns around 

410   slightly and looks at me 

411   (as I pretend to watch telly).  

412   "You don't want to come out to the phone box, do you?" 

413   Grace  

414   "No, thanks" I reply 

415   (It's not very promising for my observation if she goes 

416   out).

417   She sighs and sits back again.  

418   Aron hasn't moved his position but he does keep 

419   bouncing his foot up and down as he's watching.  

420   He laughs and stops.  

421   Grace watches but then looks down onto her leg and 

422   scratches something off her jeans with a nail.  

423   Aron glances at her and says that it's nearly over 

424   (meaning the programme, I presume) 

425   then looks at the telly again.  

426   Grace folds her arms, sighs again and watches T.V. 

427   (the way she's sitting and glancing at TV, then her leg, 

428   then her hand give me the impression that she's not 

429   interested in the programme. but has resigned her to half 

430   heartedly watching it while waiting for Aron).  

431   Aron meanwhile is still 'glued' to use a T.V. phrase, in 

432   the sense that he's sitting very still, eyes on TV and 

433   nothing else.  

434   He's smiling 

435   Grace looks at her watch and stands up.  

436   She goes out of room.  

437   "Anyone want a drink" looking at me.  

438   Aron says he'd like some coke, still looking at TV not at 

439   her 

440   and she replies that she wasn't asking him. 

441   (Considering there was only Aron and myself in the 

442   room, I'd say she was phrasing her question on purpose 

443   like that so she could say no to him.)  

444   "Not for me" is what I say and she goes out of the room.  

445   Aron looks after her and back at the telly.  

446   The programme has finished, it's the credits 

447   and he sits up picking a bag of sweets off the table.  

448   He calls out to Grace "It's finished" 

449   and she comes back in with a mug in her hand.  

450   "Come on so" she takes a drink takes her jacket off the 




	451   chair and puts it on.  

452   Aron stands up  and the two of them leave the room.  

453   I watch the end of the credits, then leave the room after 

454   them to come up and write down everything as accurately 

455   as possible before it goes out of my head. 

456    

457   Later 
ER

458   I just came back downstairs from writing my first set of 

459   notes 

460   and the two of them had come back from the call box and 

461   were watching TV.  

462   So here's another 1/2 hour as well mesmerised as 

463   possible.

464   Interesting to note is that I said to Grace 

465   who was facing the TV leaning with elbows on knees 

466   watching it 

467   "How's Fran?" (her friend in London)  

468   "Fine" is the reply so I sit down. 

469   Aron is leaning back into the sofa, watching telly from 

470   behind Grace.  

471   He says that he can't see 

472   and she sits back leaning onto his shoulder.  

473   Both are watching TV intently 

474   as a young boy is getting an injection into his heart (I 

475   think).  

476   "Ugh, does this stuff actually happen?"  Aron.  

477   No answer from Grace so he looks at me.  

478   I say that Michael Crichton usually does a lot of research 

479   for his books so it's probably the same for ER.  

480   "Jaysus" is his reply.  

481   Grace has had her hand covering her mouth for this 

482   scene and eyes are opened wider than usual 

483   (possible horror).  

484   There’s a suspense moment on the telly then where a 

485   young kid  has set fire to bedclothes in his hospital room.  

486   Aron and Grace both watch intently (in my opinion) at 

487   least, 

488   neither moves for a couple of minutes until the fire has 

489   been put out.  

490   Then Grace sits back further into Aron's armpit and looks 

491   at him  "Can you pass me my mug?" 

492   He gives it to her, still watching TV himself.  

493   Then the ads come on 

494   and he looks down at her,  

495   Grace tells me that she's probably going to London  next 

496   weekend to see Fintan.  

497   I reply that it's well for some.  

498   At the same time Aron is watching the new Lil-lets ad 

499   but he says nothing just turns round as if to talk to us.  

500   ER comes back on 




	501   and he faces the telly again.  

502   Grace puts her mug back on the table and sits back 

503   against Aron.  

504   He pushes down some of her hair that's in his face.  

505   Again there's no movement of either of them.  

506   I find myself dangerously beginning to look at the telly 

507   more than them until 

508   Aron says that he used to look like that.  

509   This meant I presume that he was referring to a baby 

510   which one of the doctors was holding saying he looked 

511   like it.  

512   No reply from Grace.  

513   He doesn't look round at me this time but continues 

514   watching the telly.  

515   I say nothing.  

516   Grace leans forward with elbows on knees again, 

517   presumably to hear what's happening as there is a couple 

518   sitting on steps outside in the rain and they're talking 

519   quietly so I now can't hear what's going on.  

520   Grace gets up and turns up the volume (no remote 

521   control) and sits down again, this time sitting back. 

522   Aron pushes her off him and leans down, taking off his 

523   shoes.  

524   Grace glances at him then back at TV.  

525   There's a guy running to catch a train on the TV and the 

526   back ground noises on TV now seem very loud to me 

527   anyway.  

528   Aron looks up from taking off his second shoe and 

529   watches TV 

530   as man arrives as train is driving off .  

531   "He shouldn't have stopped for the coffee" - Grace, 

532   smiling.  

533   Aron looks at telly where credits are coming up.  

534   Grace looks back at TV then at Aron then picks her mug 

535   off the table.  

536   Aron continues to watch TV until credits are finished, 

537   then gets up and goes to TV changing channel.  

538   I leave them and come to write notes.  

539   (The way I've written these events down may not always 

540   be in the right order as I can remember the incidents 

541   when they say something or do something noticeable but 

542   the order is not a certainty).

543   

544   

545   Session 7
546   5/12/'95
9.30
Football

547   Aron - Male 17 yrs; Grace - Female 18 yrs; O- 

548   Observer

549   

550   I thought this could be an interesting half an hour to 




	551   observe my two participants as they are both sitting on 

552   the sofa watching football (Tott Spurs V Lyon)  

553   and Aron is first of all sitting at the end of the sofa nearest 

554   to the television.  

555   Grace is beside him, sitting back into the sofa whereas 

556   Aron is sitting forward, chin on hands and elbows on 

557   knees.  

558   He is watching the telly intently in my opinion, eyes 

559   focused on screen and he's saying nothing,  

560   Grace has just picked the TV guide off the table and is 

561   looking at it.  

562   "Aron, do we have to watch this" - Grace  

563   "Fraid so" - Aron.  

564   "No way, I don't  believe it we're missing Soldier, 

565   Soldier" - Grace.  

566   Silence.  

567   Grace leans forward and looks around  

568   Aron trying to see his face (I think).  

569   He is smiling but doesn't take his eyes from the screen.  

570   She sits back.  

571   Aron then starts saying things like "Yes, come on" 

572   and moves forward [till] he's sitting right on the edge of 

573   the sofa.  

574   There's silence for a couple of minutes 

575   and I watch the screen so as not to be staring too much at 

576   them when they're not speaking or anything.  

577   Then Grace asks me what I'd like to watch.  

578   (Difficult one as if I was to watch telly, I'd like to see 

579   Soldier Soldier yet watching them watch football is an 

580   interesting study).  

581   I said that considering Soldier Soldier is nearly over there 

582   is not much point in watching it now. 

583   Aron is still sitting on the edge of his seat and I notice his 

584   fists are clenched a lot of the time.  

585   He starts cheering again,

586   I think it's Lyon who have the ball near the other goal.  

587   Grace tells him to shut up and throws the guide back on 

588   the table.  

589   She asks the time and I tell her "quarter to ten".  

590   Aron says nothing but has sat back into the sofa, arms 

591   now folded, eyes still glued to the TV.  

592   Grace gets up and goes to the kitchen.  

593   She comes back a minute later with two mandarins in her 

594   hand.  

595   "Does anyone want one?" 

596   I say "No".  

597   So does Aron.  

598   She sits down again beside Aron and looks at the TV 

599   while peeling a mandarin.  

600   Aron has started to click one of his fingers against his 

601   teeth (sign of impatience, nervousness, excitement)  

602   Grace actually sits forward and stops peeling as Lyon 

603   again get the ball near the opposition's goal.  

604   No goal.  

605   She leans back again.  She finishes peeling and starts to 

606   eat.  

607   Aron puts his hand in front of Grace but doesn't look at 

608   her or say anything.  

609   She puts the unpeeled mandarin in his hand 

610   which he glances at, then puts n the table.  

611   Grace looks at me and we laugh.  

612   Grace asks when the match is over  

613   "Dunno" is Aron's reply, 

614   short and sweet, again not taking his eyes from the TV.  

615   Grace says she bets he does know but can't be "arsed" to 

616   tell her.  

617   He doesn't reply.  

618   And as I look at my watch, I see it's 10 pm time to write 

619   as quickly as I can.




	Case Study 5
Observation Notes

Session 1
1     6.30
 Home And Away 

2     Jill - Female 20 yrs; Adam - Male 16 yrs; 

3     (Jane - Female 14 yrs)

4      

5     Jill wants Home and Away but Adam won't put it on 

6     eventually he complies.  

7     Adam eats toast. 

8     Jill fidgets with something.  

9     They settle into it.  

10    Jill makes a few comment slagging the cast.  

11    Everything is quiet nothing said until the 

12    ads.  

13    Jill laughing at Barbie ad.  

14    She makes comments about whether it's fair for Barbie 

15    to have a dolphin and Ken gets a ski.  

16    Adam gives out about MTV he just put on.  

17    Leaves the room to get coal for fire.

18    Jill puts on Neighbours.  

19    She is playing with her newly cut hair.  

20    Home and Away is back on. 

21    Adam called Marilyn a Bimbo.  

22    He's reading the box for video Pret a Porter glancing up 

23    at TV.  

24    Lying on couch half reading video and watching TV.  

25    Jill plays with potted plant.  

26    Adam is sad a baby is sick.  

27    Jill moves around a bit.  

28    Adam is still.  

29    [Mother enters]

30    Mother comes in cleans up.  No reaction from the others.

31    [Dad enters]

32    Dad comes in sits down.  

33    Everyone is very quiet and still.  

34    For the last 5 minutes.  

35    All of a sudden Adam stands up and says 'I've had 

36    enough' 

37    He leaves.

38    [Jane - Female 14 yrs enters]

39    Jane comes in sits down she's playing with her hair.   

40    On telly someone hot-wiring a car. 

41    Jill comments on TV.  

42    Jane asks me am I sick (why am I here).  

43    There a car crash.  

44    Jill says Nelson to the rescue.  

45    Cliff hanger finish which Jill comments on.  

46    Jane sings along with theme song for a bit.  

47    The ads come on.  

48    Jane starts to read video cover.  

49    She's watching the ads now.  

50    No comments so far.  




	51    Just sitting silently and still.  

52    Italian football comes on.  

53    Jane leaves.  

54    I'm all alone I thing I'll watch the TV. myself.

55    

56    

57    

58    

59    

60    

61    

62    Session 2
63    5.35 
 MTV;  Video of Top Of The Tops

64    Adam - Male 16 yrs;  (Nadia - Female 14 yrs

65    Jill - female 20 yrs)

66    

67    It's 5.35 on a Monday evening.  

68    Adam is watching a video of UK Top 40 recorded from 

69    MTV.  

70    He is talking about the songs slagging Blur the act 

71    currently on.  

72    The next song comes on he makes a comment on it.  

73    [Nadia - Female 14 yrs (Spanish) enters]

74    Nadia comes in she is sitting quietly.  

75    When a song Adam likes comes on he is sitting 

76    motionless and quiet engrossed in the video.  

77    Nadia is moving a bit.  

78    I think she's a bit bored.

79    [Jill - Female 20 yrs enters]

80    Jill comes in and starts commenting on the video.  

81    She calls Bjork the singer a weirdo repeatedly.  

82    More talking about next video (U2). 

83    Jill moves to a more comfortable position sitting on the 

84    floor.  

85    She is drinking tea and eating toast.  

86    Adam is sitting still.  He makes a little comment on the 

87    songs.  

88    Nadia sighs still bored I think.  

89    Everyone's quiet because of the sadness of the song. 

90    Doorbell rings Adam gets up immediately to answer.  

91    Jill follows almost instantly.  

92    Someone has called around for a few minutes.

93    Nadia is playing footsie with a chair.  

94    She hasn't said anything yet.  

95    Adam comes back making comments.

96    Boyzone come on and all slag them 

97    nobody is watching the telly they talk about the music 

98    ignoring the telly.  

99    Adam takes remote and fast forwards.  

100   Jill comes back.  




	101   There's constant talk about telly.  

102   They sing along with a song (Coolio Gangster Paradise).  

103   Adam starts to slag Jill but stops.  

104   They are wondering who is no 1.  

105   Jill leaves she was called out.  

106   Nadia banging her foot to the tune.

107   Robson and Jerome are no 1.  

108   Adam fast forwards but Jill makes him rewind and play.  

109   Nadia is very amused by the song.

110   Everyone gets called to dinner.

111   

112   

113   

114   

116   Session 3

117   4/12/'95
   Home and Away / Holiday Programme

    Holiday Programme

118   Jane - Female 14 yrs; Jill - Female 20 yrs; 

119   (Adam - Male 16 yrs)

120   

121   6.35 I entered the room while Jill and Jane were 

122   watching Home and Away on Network 2.  Jane is sitting 

123   on the sofa 

124   while Jill is sitting on the floor lying against the sofa.  

125   They are both entranced with the programme 

126   and neither budges when I enter or when I sit down and 

127   take out my pen and copy 

128   Jill is drinking tea she sips quietly.  

129   Jane is quite still her legs tucked in under her body.  

130   They have nothing to say so far 

131   Jill drinks more tea and flicks her hair form her face. 

132   Jane still hasn't moved or said anything.  

133   They are both staring at the television somebody has died 

134   in the programme.  

135   Jill suddenly comes alive she says "Dodge killed Mud 

136   because he came back to get back at Stephen".  

137   This is because her friend was in Australia and gave her 

138   the plot.  

139   Jane didn't move from the telly and showed no reaction 

140   to Jill.  

141   Jill is back to silent mode.  

142   The Police arrive in someone's house talk about dead 

143   body. it turns out Mud was murdered, 

144   the programme is over.

145   7.00 

146   Jill doesn't say anything about being right.  

147   She moves to pick remote control

148   [missing page? - Adam enters]

149   question about the telly.  

150   The man is in the Casino playing slot machines.  




	151   Jill asks me if it is possible to win on the 

152   (I work in an Arcade).  

153   They are looking around theme parks.  

154   There is a family all wearing a t-shirt with Granddad.  

155   Jill says that she hates Americans and tells us that when 

156   she was in America whole families wear t-shirts of a 

157   family member.  

158   Adam is giving her funny looks but says nothing.

159   They are now showing an adventure Holiday.  

160   Jill squeals "I want to do that, Mam will you give me 

161   money to do that".  

162   Adam gives her an incredulous look and my mother 

163   laughs.  

164   Adam tells me a joke relating back to the Las Vegas 

165   holiday.

166   Did you hear Selafield are spending 5 million on 

167   improving their visitor park. 

168   They're turning it into a Disney like theme park with 5 

169   foot mice.

170   7.30 The programme is over 

171   and they have started talking about East Enders - will 

172   Arthur be put away, why did he rob the money, did he 

173   do it?  

174   My father has come into the room and is also sitting on 

175   the sofa.  

176   Everyone is quiet watching the TV.  

177   Adam is lying back very relaxed  

178   Jill is still sitting against the sofa, she is rubbing her hand 

179   through her hair.  

180   On the telly Arthur is getting upset about having to 

181   appear in court.  

182   My father is doing his cockney accent.  

183   Jill laughs a bit  

184   Adam looks bored but still doesn't move or say 

185   anything.  

186   Jill is also




	Case Study 6
Observation Notes 

Session 1
5     7/11/'95
 Friends (News; Questions & Answers)

6     

7     Don - m 19 yrs; Fran  - f 16 yrs

8     House in Dalkey - 2 bed semi detached, one 

9     livingroom/dining room with TV.  Separated parents, 

10    living with mother, two teenagers - girl in school; boy 

11    working in theatre.

12    Specific programme they watch US situation comedy, 

13    Friends 

14    made tea during the News then watched Questions and 

15    Answers sort of drifted into this programme they don't 

16    always watch it.  

17    Fran  has the remote.

18    Don smoking, lounging on couch with feet up and 

19    drinking coffee.  

20    Fran  sitting in arm chair with feet tucked up picking her 

21    nails.  No coffee.  

22    Both identifying actors from other shows.

23    Laughing at every joke, especially when studio audience 

24    laughed both of them.

25    Don keeping time with the music 

26    reminiscing from previous programmes "Remember that 

27    show when so and so did such and such"

28    "Yes" and "I preferred the time when they..."

29    Fran  fiddling with her hair

30    Don talking to himself  "Oh yeah"

31    fran  smiling

32    Don sighs - character is being annoying !

33    Fran  examining fingers, fiddling with hair chewing nails

34    One character's ex wife is living with another woman - 

35    lot of laughs about lesbians

36    Another lesbian joke 

37    both laugh louder

38    Fran  playing with feet laughing 

39    Don coughing laughing.

40    Fran  folds her arms.

41    Invitro fertilisation joke - the lesbians are having a baby 

42    both laugh a lot.

43    Joke abut money in an envelope in the mail - small 

44    laughs joke about throwing up - 

45    Don bangs the couch with his feet 

46    frightens the dog who goes out of the room.

47    Character in show is an actor whose face is on DV 

48    posters, a girl he fancies won't go out with him when 

49    she sees it - 

50    both laugh at this.




	51    Don "turn it up Jan"

52    It is thanksgiving day on the show - one character won't 

53    celebrate T.G. because his mother died on TG day - 

54    "a Jesus" - Don

55    Don drinking coffee stretches out on couch, lights anther 

56    cigarette - 

57    Dog back on couch

58    Character whose ex-wife is having a baby is talking to 

59    the baby in the womb - baby moves - great excitement.  

60    Don laughs very loudly, 

61    Fran  ? laughter

62    Character cries -  

63    both laugh.

64    Don smoking - 

65    dog out again

66    Don coughing

67    Don "See what's on the other side"

68    no commercials

69    20 mins

70    Straight programme

71    Credits go on

72    Don "Not as funny as usual"

73    Fran  "No I preferred the one where...."

74    Advertisements for future programme- 

75    Don yawning

76    Gerry Ryan trailer comes on

77    Don "Ugh"

78    Don reads the TV guide

79    Tea is made by Fran  for us.

80    While we are having our tea they talk about TV shows 

81    they like; reruns of Hill St Blues, Finbar's Class.

82    

83    Don says "You should be watching us watching 

84    Questions and Answers - we are much more interesting"  

85    We really get excited ...we watch" 

86    (make a note to be there for Q & A).

87    News is on while we are talking, tune in and out during 

88    conversation.  

89    Don "What a load of crap" at John Major talking about 

90    decommissioning.

91    Some Northern Unionist politicians being interviewed, 

92    both trying to identify each person, making anti unionist 

93    comments

94    Don "He's nearly as bad as Paisley" imitating the accents

95    Don reading TV guide again - 

96    He liked it when they had two or three good programmes 

97    on one after the other then you could settle down and 

98    watch for the night - my version of his words.

99    Fran  would not spend all the night watching 

100   she says she would always spend some hours on 




	101   homework.

102   They watch Questions and Answers 

103   they don't concentrate on this programme in the same 

104   way as they concentrated on Friends the US situation 

105   comedy.

106   There are NI politicians on the panel 

107   they don't want to listen to what is being said by the 

108   panellists 

109   but talk over the discussions, 

110   mostly Don saying "those guys will never change".

111   Eventually they agree that one man is more middle of the 

112   road than the others 

113   (prompted by me) 

114   they are seeming to be less conscious of the reason why I 

115   am there it has become a standard visit.

116   Fran  has stopped fiddling with her hair and picking her 

117   nails. 

118   Cat has appeared and she is playing with it.

119   There is a question about divorce, 

120   they show very little interest in this

121   Don starts to talk about a job he may be offered 

122   and the focus is withdrawn from the TV

123   End of session.

124   

125   Session 2

126   14/11/'95
Friends

127   Fran  - Female 17 yrs

128   

129   Same setting as first session tonight I have only one 

130   participant - Jan.  

131   Don is out. Mother comes back from work while we are 

132   viewing.

133   The specific programme Jan  watches is again the 

134   American situation comedy Friends.  She is more 

135   conscious of my presence during the initial ten minutes 

136   but is overall more relaxed than the first session.

137   She appears to identify with the female characters, 

138   particularly the main actress.

139   Fran  "She's very good, out of all of them I like her best"

140   (Fran is sitting in her chair in front and a little to the left  of 

141   the TV.  I am sitting on the couch a little behind her).

142   The story line this week is about new year, new year 

143   parties and dates for new year.  The characters decide to 

144   have their own party because they have no dates.

145   Fran  is curled up in her chair.  

146   She laughs when the studio audience laughs.

147   One of the characters sings in a diner where the other 

148   female characters work as waitresses.  When she begins 

149   to sing she is constantly interrupted by two men, one of 

150   whom asks her for a date, there is loud laughter at this 




	151   point.  

152   Fran  laughs along with them.  

153   She says very little at this point but  seems to be enjoying 

154   the programme.  

155   At the advertisement break she continually offers me tea.  

156   I say we should wait until the end of the programme - 

157   she finally agrees.

158   One of the characters has a pet monkey he treats this 

159   animal very like a girl friend and is paranoid about the 

160   fact that it has not grown to like him and wonders what 

161   he is doing wrong.  

162   Fran  thinks this is very stupid 

163   Fran "He's really crazy, no wonder he has not got a girl 

164   friend"

165   In the programme all of the characters have found 

166   someone to bring to the party, ex-girlfriends, ex-

167   boyfriends and the monkey.  There are the usual mix-ups 

168   between people which becomes quite chaotic.  

169   Fran   laughs her head off at all this, constantly pointing 

170   out who belongs to who.

171   Fran  "Did you see that, he's not with that one, that's his 

172   ex-girlfriend that's her ex-boyfriend"  these remarks are 

173   thrown out to me and the television - 

174   it is a temptation to take part in the comments but I resist 

175   it.

176   At the end of the programme we have tea and cakes I 

177   have brought.  She makes the tea.  I am not sure if she 

178   wants to go back to her homework but she says she has 

179   done enough for the night.

180   The X Files comes on and we watch it - 

181   she is not so involved in this programme as she was in 

182   the first one.  

183   We chat a bit, she talks about school and some concert 

184   she has been to.  

185   I become interested in the X Files in the hope that she 

186   will also - 

187   she does become involved but watches silently.

188   Mother  comes in from work, sits down and wants to 

189   talk.  

190   Fran  keeps shutting her up.  

191   Fran  "Mum! I'm watching this Mum!"

192   At the end of the programme I have enjoyed it but have 

193   got very little data for my notes.

194   Summary:  In spite of my best efforts it was hard in only 

195   two sessions to get away from the 'visitor' role, who has 

196   to be entertained.  Neither of my participants talked very 

197   much during viewing - in Fran's case I think this is 

198   because she is always being told to 'shut up' much as 

199   she behaves towards her mother.




	1.
Case Study 7
Observation Notes

2.


3.
Session 1

4.
Mon. 6/11/95

5.
Carl - male 18 yrs; Quiz Show, Eurosport

6.


7.  
7.20 - my brother Carl has just walked into the sitting 

8.
room to watch television.  

9.
He sits on the couch.  

10.
I'm sitting on the armchair across the way from him.  

11.
I gave him the remote when he came in and 

12.
he was happy and surprised.  

13.
There's a Quiz Show on television.  

14.
He shouts answers to the questions for a few minutes 

15.
and then begins to press around.  

16.
He then watches some motor racing on Eurosport.  

17.
He is watching it quite attentively.  

18.
My mother comes in and tells us to keep an eye on the 

19.
fire.  

20.
He answers her without looking away from the 

21.
television.  

22.
When she leaves, he starts to press around again.  

23.
He goes back to the Quiz Show and again tries 

24.
to answer the questions.  

25.
He soon presses around again and seems 

26.
very interested in an advertisement for a car.  

27.
He sinks down into the couch and relaxes.  

28.
Someone asks him to lower the television.  

29.
He says he will but he doesn't.  

30.
He comments on an advertisement for a toy.  

31.
He's speaking more to the T.V. than to me.  

32.
He starts to play with the remote taking out the batteries 

33.
and putting them back in. 

34.
He finally decides there's nothing on and he leaves.

35.


36. 
10 mins. later 


37.
Edel- female 13 yrs sister  

38.
Comedy Programme

39.


40.
Edel comes in - she presses around saying things like 

41.
'I don't think so' when she sees something she really 

42.
doesn't want to watch.  

43.
Next, she goes out to get a cup of drinking chocolate. 

44.
Then she settles down in the couch with her mug.  

45.
She finds a comedy to watch and every few minutes 

46.
looks down to stir her drink and to drink it.  

47.
After she has drunk her drink she becomes quite 

48.
absorbed in the programme, only looking up to comment 

49.
to be about it.  

50.
During the ads she looks about the room, looking at the 




	51.
cards on the mantelpiece and the dried flowers by the 

52.  
TV

53.
but as soon as she thinks the ads are over, she looks 

54.
back to the TV.  

55.
She is interested in the plot of the programme and says 

56.
out loud that she wonders ‘how it will end’.  

57.
She lies down on the couch now.  

58.
But she gets up to twist the television around because she 

59.
can't really see it, she says, from the way she is lying on 

60.
the couch.  

61.
She stays until the end of the programme, 

62.
then presses around very rapidly.  

63.
She leaves the room then.

64.


65. 
5 mins later (9.00) - 

66.
Carl - male 18 yrs  Cracker

67.


68.
Comes in specially to watch Cracker  

69.
He puts some coal on the fire whilst half watching the 

70.
television 

71.
then he settles down to watch it.  

72.
He is sitting forward on the couch and looks like he's 

73.
concentrating on the programme.  

74.
He still holds the remote control in his hand aimed at the 

75.
despite his interest in the programme.  

76.
He comments to me about the programme unaware 

77.
that I'm not really watching it.  

78.
He now sits back into the couch and looks more relaxed.  

79.
He continues to comment on the programme.  

80.
He now puts the remote control back on the couch and 

81.
folds his arms.  

82.
He shuffles his feet every few minutes now 

83.
but is otherwise very attentive to the programme. 

84.
He frowns as he doesn't realise what's happening for a 

85.
few seconds.  

86.
He comments again on what the end of the programme 

87.
may result in.  

88.
He takes his shoe on and off now. 

89.
The ads come on

90.
and he turns to speak to me.  

91.
Then he starts to press around with the remote.  

92.
he does so rapidly, going through all the channels.  

93.
He leaves a programme for a few minutes forgetting 

94.
about the programme he was watching, only 

95.
remembering a few minutes later.  

96.
He hopes he hasn't missed much.  

97.
He doesn't move for a while, then he looks at his watch 

98.
and comments again about the programme.  

99.
The ads come on again 

100.
and he presses to Beavis and Buthead.  




	101.
He laughs out loud at it.  

102.
He impersonates their laughs.  

103.
When a song comes on during the programme, he 

104.
taps his foot to the beat.  

105.
He soon presses back to the programme he was 

106.
watching.  

107.
He is now lying side-ways on the couch.  

108.
He is still tapping - moving his foot on the ground 

109.
every now and again.  

110.
He looks at his watch again and now starts to press 

111.
buttons on it.  

112.
It makes a clicking noise.  

113.
He is now looking at his watch, checking the date, 

114.
I think.  

115.
He stops doing this and becomes engrossed in the 

116.
programme again. 

117.
He starts to comment on it again.  

118.
He takes off his watch and twists it around in his hand.  

119.
He coughs and looks back at the television.  

120.
He then begins concentrating on the programme as 

121.
much.  

122.
But an exciting bit comes on in the programme and his 

123.
attention is averted back to it.  

124.
When the programme ends 

125.
he begins to press around again.

126.


127.
Session 2

128.
Thurs - 7.30    

129.
Edel - female 13   Comedy

130.


131.
My sister is watching TV.  

132.
She is sitting on the couch and I'm sitting on the 

133.
armchair.  

134.
She lies down on the couch and puts a cushion under her 

135.
head.  

136.
When a programme ends, 

137.
she starts to flick through the paper and then reads 

138.
the TV page.  

139.
She sits on the floor while she is doing this.  

140.
When she is finished she sits back on the couch.  

141.
She lifts her foot and ties her shoelace, while still looking 

142.
at the TV.  

143.
She puts her head to the side for a few minutes.  

144.
She says that the dog in the programme is "cute" 

145.
and then starts to play around with the remote control.  

146.
She doesn't take her eyes off the TV though.  

147.
Later, she smiles as somebody says something funny.  

148.
As an exciting bit comes on, she turns to me and says, 

149.
smiling 

150.
"what('s) going to happen?" 




	151.
Later, she again asks me what I think is going to happen 

152.
and says what she thinks the result will be.

153.
After this she concentrates again on the programme.  

154.
Then she aims the remote control at the television 

155.
and starts pushing the "timer" buttons, 

156.
but she doesn't change the channel.  

157.
Later on, she sits forward on the seat when 

158.
the end of the programme comes near.  

159.
And as it ends, she smiles and sits back on the couch.  

160.
She sings along to the music as it ends.

161.


162.


163.


164.


165.


166.


167.


168.
Session 3

169.
Thurs 4/1/'96   6.30   Home And Away

170.
Edel - female 13 yrs; Carl   - male 18 yrs (brother)

171.
x

172.
They both come in at the same time, immediately after 

173.
dinner with 

174.
a view to watching this particular programme.  

175.
They are both sitting on the couch in front of the TV 

176.
and I sit across the way in the armchair.

177.
Carl turns on the TV and runs for the seat on the couch 

178.
nearest the TV 

179.
He also tries to bag the remote but Edel  gets it first.  

180.
During musical introduction of the programme

181.
Carl and Edel  talk to each other about what happened in 

182.
yesterday's episode.  

183.
Edel says "I hope Travis is in it more often today".  

184.
When it begins, Edel  sits back in the chair and puts the 

185.
remote down beside her.  

186.
While the part where they repeat the importance of 

187.
yesterdays' episode is on 

188.
Carl says "yeah, yeah, yeah - we've seen it all before".  

189.
During this he also turns to me and asks me "is there any 

190.
dessert?" .

191.
As soon as today's episode begins he immediately 

192.
uncrosses his legs and puts a cushion behind him on the 

193.
couch.  

194.
My mother walks in at this stage 

195.
and Edel  sits, again upright on the couch.  

196.
My mum starts to speak to E

197.
and Edel  replies "Mum, I can't talk now, Home and 

198.
Away is on".  

199.
Carl tells mum "You're in my way" 

200.
and then "sorry" 




	201.
because my mum gives him a glare.  

202.
When she leaves, they both appear to relax again by 

203.
sitting deeper into the couch and going quiet again. 

204.
When Edel's favourite character "Travis" comes on the 

205.
screen, 

206.
She says "Sssh, this is an important bit" 

207.
even though on one was actually making any noise at the 

208.
time.   

209.
She sits upright in her chair until a few seconds after 

210.
Travis leaves the screen.  

211.
Then Carl   says to Edel  "He's a crap character anyway,  

212.
all he does is stand there and to his 'macho thing'  

213.
“He looks at me after he says this, smiling.  

214.
Edel just puts her eyes up to heaven and just continues 

215.
listening and watching the programme.  

216.
When the ad break comes on, 

217.
Carl goes out to the kitchen and comes back with dessert.  

218.
Edel then runs out and brings in a cup of tea.  

219.
As she comes back, the programme has just started again 

220.
and she says "ah great timing" and keeps her eyes on the 

221.
screen 

222.
whilst sitting down and putting her cup on the floor.  

223.
A few minutes later, 

224.
Edel says "Oh, I know what happens next". 

225.
Carl says "How?"

226.
Edel replies "I read it in a magazine".  

227.
Carl says "Oh, one of those crappy girls magazines"  

228.
He says this laughing trying to get Edel's attention 

229.
but she just keeps looking at the screen saying "mmm".  

230.
Carl looks at me laughing after he says this 

231.
but when he gets no reaction from me he sits back into 

232.
the couch 

233.
and starts to eat his dessert whilst diverting his attention 

234.
once again to the screen.  

235.
While scenes between Pippa and Michael are going on, 

236.
Carl asks Edel  "Edel, could you lend me a copybook 

237.
because I need it for rough work".  

238.
Edel turns to him replying that she could.  

239.
While they are talking, they both turn to face each other.  

240.
When Travis comes back on the screen, 

241.
Edel turns away from Carl   mid conversation and takes 

242.
some of her tea.  

243.
Whilst looking at the screen.  

244.
Near the end of the programme, 

245.
Carl says to Edel  "Oh my God, look at the spider on the 

246.
wall" 

247.
Edel turns to look at the wall and Carl  grabs the remote.  

248.
Edel then tries to grab it back but fails.  

249.
Carl says "Hah, there's football on after this ". 

250.
When the programme ends, 




	251.
Edel sits up and stretches 

252.
and says "I can't wait to see what happens tomorrow".  

253.
She sits on the edge of the couch 

254.
while Carl   presses around until he finds the football he 

255.
wants to watch.  

256.
Edel turns to me, then and says "didn't we say we 

257.
wanted to watch Top of The Pops this week".  

258.
I say "no" just to see her reaction.  

259.
She scowls at me 

260.
and Carl   laughs to himself while still looking at the 

261.
screen.  

262.
Edel then leaves the room 

263.
and Carl   sits back in the couch, then lies on it 

264.
saying "ah, now I'm comfortable".

265.


266.


267.
Session 4

268.
Wed 10/1/'96   Black Board Jungle Quiz Show

269.
Edel - female 13; Carl   - male 18 (brother)

270.


271.
Edel turns on the TV 

272.
and when she seen this programme starting, she calls 

273.
Carl in from the kitchen.  

274.
She then turns to me and says "this is brilliant isn't it?".  

275.
She waits to see my reaction, then turns back to the 

276.
screen.  

277.
When Carl   comes in, Edel  puts the remote behind her 

278.
back when she looks at him.  

279.
As the music of the programme is on Edel hums along to 

280.
it in a sarcastic tone.  

281.
Carl says to her "do you like this music?" 

282.
Edel says "Yeah", again in a sarcastic tone.  

283.
Both Edel and Edel are drinking cups of tea.  

284.
When the programme begins, Edel  lifts up her cup and 

285.
keeps it in her hands 

286.
for a few seconds without taking a drink whilst the teams 

287.
are introduced.  

288.
After his she drinks from the cup and puts it down.  

289.
As round 1 starts Edel curls her legs underneath her, 

290.
decides that that isn't comfortable and crosses her legs 

291.
instead.  

292.
When he starts to ask the question both Carl   and Edel  

293.
remain silent but as soon as the question is asked they 

294.
both launch into a guessing game.  

295.
Edel says "Oh, I know this one," and 

296.
looks at me saying "come on, we know this one".  

297.
Carl just guesses at the answer.  

298.
Neither of them were correct 

299.
and Edel  says "That question was too difficult".  

300.
Then Carl comments on the quiz master "look at the state 




	301.
of his rugby shirt".  

302.
Both Carl   and Edel  laugh 

303.
and they both look at me so I laugh accordingly.  

304.
The next round is history.  

305.
Carl is interested in history and he sits up on the edge of 

306.
his chair 

307.
and says "O.K., I'm going to concentrate on this one"  

308.
Edel says "Oh, history - my worst subject" 

309.
and proceeds to throw out stupid answers to the 

310.
questions 

311.
which she finds funny.  

312.
Carl tells her to be quiet.  

313.
Carl then gets an answer right and the competitor 

314.
doesn't.  

315.
He smiles and says "that was easy".  

316.
He directs this at the competitor and doesn't turn to look 

317.
at either of us.  

318.
As Carl tries to answer the next question, 

319.
he runs both hands through his hair and puts his head 

320.
own anxiously.  

321.
The time runs out and he aggravatedly says "crap".  

322.
Edel does not rush to answer the question before the 

323.
time is up.  

324.
She just says "these questions aren't for my age group".

325.
When the ad break comes on 

326.
Edel has the remote and presses to MTV.  

327.
She says "Oh, I love this song" 

328.
and Carl says "well you have to press back after the 

329.
ads".  

330.
Edel replies I mightn’t smugly.  

331.
Carl tries to grab the remote from her but fails.  

332.
But Edel presses back eventually and when she does 

333.
this, 

334.
Carl relaxes in the chair and crosses his legs.

335.
The next round consists of some classical music 

336.
questions.  

337.
Carl says "God help us".  

338.
He then says "It's a really cheap set isn't it ".  

339.
speaking about the decor of the desks of the show etc.  

340.
He directs this comment at me and then also turns to 

341.
Edel.  

342.
For the next round Carl   tries to answer some questions 

343.
but gets none of them right.  

344.
He then says "I'm getting something to eat" 

345.
and goes into the kitchen.  

346.
When he leaves Edel  presses back to MTV.




	Case Study 8
Observation Notes

Session 1

3     30/10/'95
5.35
Home and Away/ Star Trek

4     Sam - m 16 yrs; Jim -m 12 yrs


5     

6     Sam doesn't usually watch but seems engrossed 

7     then starts a conversation while staring at the screen.  

8     Loses interest after a few minutes.  

9     Starts walking around the room and talking to people.

10    ITN News

11    No interest what so every.

12    TV remains on in the background 

13    while one does the washing up 

14    and another kicks a tennis ball around.

15    5.45

16    Start fighting over channels.  

17    Sam wants to watch videos on MTV, 

18    Jim disagrees for the sake of it.  

19    Sam is watching TLC not because he likes the song but 

20    because the girls are pretty.  

21    Sam likes to hold the remote control in his hand.  

22    Starts flicking around halfway through the song.  

23    Finds Star Trek and even though it will be over in 5 

24    minutes, sits glued to it.   

25    Jim has no interest in this 

26    and is hovering around the kitchen trying to annoy 

27    people  

28    Sam starts talking to people while still staring at Star 

29    Trek  

30    Jim sits down and decides to watch.  

31    Complete silence until the programme ends.

32    6.00

33    Sam goes up to the computer.  

34    Jim doesn't want to watch Power Rangers 

35    so he turns on MTV again.

36    6.30

37    Kids finish dinner.  

38    Home and Away is on and both leave.

39    

40    Session 2

41    13/11/'95
6.50
Home and Away


Telly Addicts / Price is Right

42    Sam - m 16 yrs; Jim -m 12 yrs


43    

44    Both watching intently.  

45    Jim is scratching himself, 

46    Sam is eating and drinking, 

47    throwing comments at the screen.  

48    Jim jumps up to turn up the volume 

49    because other people in the room are talking  

50    Jim starts talking about what is happening on screen.  




	51    Sam starts moaning about how predictable this soap is.  

52    Jim starts predicting what's going to happen. 

53    It seems to annoy them that it's so easy to predict.  

54    Sam is slagging off the characters for being so stupid.  

55    The programme ends and they both laugh at how 

56    ridiculous the plot is.  

57    Immediately Sam starts messing with the stereo 

58    and Jim is looking for attention by annoying his older 

59    sister.

60    The television is still on in the background 

61    but neither has any interest in what's on.  

62    They start having an animated discussion about stripping 

63    wallpaper in an upstairs bedroom, 

64    while the ads are on.  

65    Jim grabs the remote control and walks around the room, 

66    switching channels constantly.

67    He settles on MTV and turns up the volume.  

68    Sam makes a phone call and then hangs up.  

69    Jim turns the volume up full blast and runs out of the 

70    room.  

71    Sam gets angry and turns it back on.

72    Jim has left his music video playing 

73    and Sam watches it until Jim comes back into the room, 

74    then he switches it off.

75    7.15 Telly Addicts

76    Sam is saying that this quiz is impossible.  

77    Jim is looking at photographs and looking at the screen 

78    alternately.  

79    Sam is throwing the remote control from hand to hand.  

80    A section of questions comes on about Star Trek.  

81    TNG and Sam cheers. 

82    Jim warns that he wants a go at answering some of the 

83    questions.  

84    Jim is leaning forward towards the TV in interest 

85    as Sam shouts out the (mostly correct) answers.  

86    The next set of questions is on Sons and Daughters 

87    and they watch anyway even though they know nothing 

88    about it.  

89    They start talking about Prisoner Cell Block H and how 

90    depressing it is to watch.  

91    Now they're arguing about when they went to 

92    Eurodisney because it's part of one of the questions.  

93    They're still trying to outdo each other in answering the 

94    questions.  

95    Jim seems to [be] getting left behind, as he knows hardly 

96    any of the answers.  

97    He seems to have become intensely interested for no 

98    apparent reason.

99    7.30

100   Sam switches on something about WW2 for a minute,  




	101   probably thinks it'll be useful for school, 

102   then abandons it in favour of Coronation St.  

103   Jim is over at the sink messing with something.  

104   Sam throws down the remote control 

105   and starts moving around the kitchen looking for (more) 

106   food.  

107   He starts commenting on Jim McDonald's accent 

108   - ‘how come he doesn't have any Manchester accent 

109   yet?’  

110   Jim is now sitting where Sam was, right beside the TV 

111   and Sam is sitting at the kitchen table.  

112   Jim seems a bit bored and starts walking around.  

113   Sits down again.  

114   The lads tell me they've taped a show I  might like to see, 

115   can they put it on?  

116   They start looking through the videos together.

117   7.40 Jim Carry interview on the Tonight Show with Jay 

118   Leno (taped from last week). 

119   Sam says he doesn't believe that Jim Carey is that funny 

120   in real life.  

121   Both of them are glued to this and are saying nothing.

122   7.55

123   Back to Coronation St.  

124   They seem vaguely interested in this, 

125   but probably just because they're used to it.  

126   When it ends, Sam reminds us that the X Files is on later 

127   and he wants to watch it.

128   8.00
The Price is Right

129   They've put this on for a joke, so they tell me.  

130   They find it funny because it's so cheap.  

131   Jim is asking why there are no 'proper' questions on this 

132   show.  

133   He's clutching the remote control 

134   and adjusting the sound every now and again.  

135   It seems to be a power struggle as to who holds the 

136   remote control.  

137   Sam makes the off comment about the scantily clad 

138   women.  

139   Jim starts to switch around 

140   because he thought it was a quiz, and it isn't.  

141   He turns to MTV, as usual (he has a tape of songs 

142   recorded from MTV).  

143   Sam jumps up and tries to wrestle the remote control 

144   from him.  

145   Even though Jim still has the remote control, 

146   Sam gets him to switch back to the Price if Right.  

147   Jim thinks it's hilarious when someone loses.  

148   While the ads are on, 

149   he quickly switches back to MTV which is showing a 

150   Bjork concert.  




	151   Sam seems quite happy now to stick with MTV 

152   (wonder why?)

153   8.25

154   Sam gets sick of Bjork and goes upstairs to the 

155   computer.  

156   Jim has switched on East Enders 

157   but is sorting out his football cards instead of watching 

158   it.  

159   A girl on the screen starts crying 

160   and Jim laughs, saying how stupid the programme is.  

161   He switches back on to MTV where Bjork is still 

162   playing.  

163   This seems to be a reflex action.  

164   He has the volume very loud, as usual.

165   

166   Session 3
167   20/11/'95
4.55
Fifteen-To-One (Quiz Show)


Star Trek

168   Sam - m 16 yrs; Jim -m 12 yrs


169   

170   Sam is trying to answer the questions, getting some right 

171   and some wrong.

172   Jim "I don't want to watch this, it's to hard".  

173   Jim seems very frustrated, 

174   probably because Sam knows more than he does.

175   The programme ends, 

176   Sam leaves the room.  

177   Jim immediately takes up the remote control and switches 

178   around 

179   but doesn't stick with anything.  

180   Leaves the room because his friend is at the door.

181   5.15

182   Sam comes back in to watch Star Trek: The Next 

183   Generation

184   "The holodeck is amazing, you can do anything you 

185   want".

186   (Talking about the holodeck where crew members can 

187   simulate any activity using holograms).

188   "If this was real you wouldn't need telly or Super 

189   Nintendo or anything".

190   He doesn't say much when he's watching this 

191   as he tends to get very involved in the storyline.  

192   Now and again he criticises little details of the 

193   programme, 

194   e.g. how come they did things a certain way on the last 

195   episode and now things are different?  

196   He obviously seems to think it's important for the show 

197   to be authentic.

198   5.35
Ad Break

199   An ad is on for the History Channel.  

200   Sam "These stupid satellite stations are so pointless"




	201   He switches around as usual, and realises that he's 

202   missed the sports report on Sky News, 

203   which irritates him.

204   Ad comes on for Sky Sports

205   Sam "I wish we had a satellite dish, it's be so cool"

206   Star Trek comes back on 

207   and he starts criticising the script again.  

208   Data the Android is displaying signs of emotion 

209   and Sam argues that this would be impossible.

210   5.55

211   Sam is asked to get up and help with dinner. 

212   "Aw, but I'll miss the end of Star Trek".  

213   He's now torn between doing as he's told 

214   and missing the end of his favourite programme.

215   6.00

216   He switches on to Sky News and stays with it.  

217   This is unusual for him, but he seems genuinely 

218   interested.  

219   He starts using the stories to ask questions about various 

220   things.  

221   He seems particularly interested in a feature on Princess 

222   Di.

223   6.30 Home and Away

224   Jim has arrived back in the kitchen 

225   and seems to be watching not because he's interested 

226   but because everybody else is watching it.  

227   Someone asks Sam what's going on in the plot 

228   (he's lying outstretched on the bench staring at the TV)

229   Sam "I don't watch this rubbish"  

230   He seems to be offended that anyone would think he 

231   actually watches this.

232   A romantic scene comes on

233   Sam "I'm going to turn this off" (in a jokey way).

234   7.00

235   Home and Away is over and Sam is flicking channels 

236   again.  Jim is completely uninterested and has left the 

237   room again.  Sam settles on Sky News again and a story 

238   about someone losing their hand in an accident.

239   Sam "Oh my God, that's disgusting" (screws up his 

240   face)

241   He doesn't switch it off.

242   

243   Session 4

244   27/11/'95  Various - MTV/ East Enders

245   Sam - m 16 yrs; Jim -m 12 yrs; 

246   Eileen - relative

247   


248   7.55
End of Coronation Street

249   Kids aren't that interested.  

250   Wandering round the kitchen, looking generally bored.




	251   8.00

252   Jim turns on MTV, 

253   some kind of live concert, 

254   then walks away and completely ignores it.

255   East Enders

256   Sam "Has Arthur gone to jail yet?"

257   "It was him (the other guy) all along wasn't it?" 

258   (sarcastically)

259   Jim "I thought Pauline was in America"

260   Sam "This is like soap opera's ultimate goal - for people 

261   to believe in it"

262   Jim "It's only a bloody soap"

263   (Arthur Fowler) I'm not a thief

264   Sam  “Yeah right” 

265   (sarcastically)

266   Jim " what's Pauline doing back?”

267   Sam is facing the TV with his legs facing away. 

268   Jim takes off the barmaid "Happy now?"

269   Eileen [another relative present] “Why do people keep 

270   picking on Arthur?”

271   Sam “Because he's so boring”

272   Jim takes off the shopkeeper

273   Sam “Ugh, horrible haircut” (Ruth)

274   Jim  “She made it worse”.

275   8.25

276   Arthur comes home

277   Jim “It's so obvious!  He's going to say that he did it”.

278   Sam takes off Ruth's Scottish accent.

279   Jim “Grant is such a bastard” (because he's talking to a 

280   reporter)

281   Arthur starts crying

282   Jim “Blub, blub, they're going to take me away” 

283   (imitating)

284   Jim “Did you see when Arthur had a breakdown ?  

285   Anyone could do that, you just wreck the place and fall 

286   on the floor.”

287   8.30
World In Action - Are fat people to blame?

288   Sam “Yeah!”

289   Jim “American people are getting fatter”

290   Is there a stigma?

291   Sam “will you please switch” (seems uncomfortable)

292   they start fighting over what to watch

293   Sam “Oh, I knew you'd put on MTV”

294   Sits down to watch the Thin Blue Line

295   Sam laughs at a joke

296   "Excesses and excessive excesses"  He likes plays on 

297   words.

298   Jim is completely interested.

299   Sam is sitting staring at the screen, only laughing 

300   occasionally.




Case Study 9
Observation Notes

Session 1

4     29/3/'95
2.30-4.15
Foot Ball Match  (Nth 

5     Ire Vs Rep of Ire)

6     Mike - male 16 yrs;  Grandfather

7     

8     2.30 Anthem and commentary

9     RoI line up

10    Mike comments on three Kellys for RoI

11    NI line-up

12    Mike looks interested. No comment

13    Mike yawns

14    Mike interested in substitutes - looks closely

15    Kick off

16    Mike looks with interest. Relaxes. Yawns

17    Mike arms folded and lying back in sofa

18    NI fee kick

19    Mike relieved that it is not a goal.  Yawns and relaxes

20    NI McDonald gets yellow card

21    Mike protests "Should not get a yellow card"

22    2.35 close shot for RoI

23    Mike "Phew"


24    Mike tutts as McGrath pushes someone

25    NI free kick but misses

26    Mike relieved

27    Mike tutts as David Kelly misses on a good run and 

28    gives a corner

29    NI goalie catches the ball

30    Townsend with a chance - tension - no result

31    McGrath gives another foul to NI

32    Intense moments

33    David Kelly hands the ball

34    Mike "Stupid" "Did you see what happened there?"

35    Mike - many comments as there is a foul by RoI

36    Free kick to NI comments and tension

37    Corner again - no goal

38    Mike "I hate Doway the blonde one for NI"

39    2.45 Free kick NI

40    Mike relieved - no result

41    Close near goal for RoI.  Tension rises

42    Mike blows out breath as he relieves tension at no result

43    2.48 throw out for RoI.  Also free kick.

44    Mike disappointment as Kelly botches up

45    Mike mumbles as RoI gets foul

46    Mike yawns and stretches

47    Staunton messes up free kick

48    Mike tutts and shakes head

49    Babb wastes long shot

50    Mike disappointment

51    Staunton messes up free kick

52    Mike tutts and shakes head.

53    2.51 Free kick

54    Mike shakes head in disgrace

55    Tension rises as RoI build up for a goal

56    Mike smoothes his hair gel

57    2.55 Grandfather enters the room 

58    and makes general comments about the football match.

59    Mike "The referee is blowing his whistle a lot"

60    Limited interaction as they are both glued to the match

61    Tension in match builds

62    Mike "Hand ball by Doway" remains unpleased

63    Grandfather offers drinks to everyone

64    Mike "Yes, cidona"

65    2.59 RoI throw in

66    Whistle blows

67    Mike tutts

68    3.00 RoI throw in

69    Free kick near goal. Tension rises

70    Grandfather gives out drinks

71    Mike makes himself more comfortable.  Lying across the 

72    sofa.  

73    RoI in with a chance.

74    Mike no response

75    Mike picks a spot on his back  Sounds to be a bit bored

76    NI in with a chance

77    Mike breaths in sharply

78    Mike lying back relaxed.  Strokes chin continually

79    Free kick for RoI.  Tension - no result.  

80    Rebound then another chance.  Near goal by Kelly

81    Mike "Aagh"

82    Grandfather enters again and watches

83    3.09 RoI chance by Sheridon.  No result

84    Mike sits up a bit

85    Grandfather "No use that"

86    NI throw in

87    Grandfather "Are there two McDonalds?"

88    Mike briefly answers "No"

89    Mike laughs as commentator comments on spectator who 

90    gets hit with the ball

91    3.10 Townsend nearly scores a goal

92    Mike responds.  

93    Gets upset with referee who keeps blowing the whistle.

94    Interaction between Mike and grandfather about the 

95    referee

96    Mike "Owww" as a near goal by RoI

97    Grandfather mutters away and comments about NI

98    Grandfather suggests that a draw would be alright

99    Mike replies briefly but continues to be engrossed in the 

100   match

101   Mike yawns and stretches

102   Grandfather comments about Staunton

103   Mike no response

104   Grandfather more mumbles of comments

105   Mike laughs at grandfather's comments

106   Mike yawns and stretches.  Looks quite bored

107   Mike complains about jersey-pulling by the players, 

108   and that the wrong man gets blamed.

109   Half Time

110   The subject went to the toilet and missed the first goal.

111   Subject returns

112   Mike excited by the goal 

113   and comments that "they should have scored before 

114   now".

115   Mike eats ice cream

116   Grandfather "No changes were made at half-time"

117   Mike "Bad kick by keeper"

118   Mike laughs at the commentator

119   Mike relaxes more while eating the ice cream

120   Mike stops eating when the tension rises

121   Mike "Send him off ref" as foul on Townsend

122   Interaction now between Mike and Grandfather

123   Mike "Ohhh" as near goal by RoI

124   Mike inhaled breath at another near goal

125   Mike stops eating as tension rises

126   Grandfather goes out of the room

127   3.45

128   Mike gets excited as Staunton nearly scores

129   Ref. blows whistle

130   Mike tutts "Ref. is stupid"

131   Mike tutts at foul by McGrath

132   Grandfather enters the room again

133   Grandfather comments about yellow card

134   Mike nods

135   Grandfather "He fell over"  "Any changes yet"

136   Mike "No" still focused

137   Grandfather "There is no trouble today anyway"

138   Mike acknowledges the points to match as if he is being 

139   distracted

140   Grandfather comments on the weather

141   Mike nods

142   3.50

143   Grandfather "They're on top of each other"

144   Mike no comment

145   Mike "Do you get paid for international games"

146   Grandfather "Yes indeed"

147   Mike "How much?"

148   Grandfather "I'm not too sure.  It's so much if you play 

149   and so much if you don't"

150   Grandfather mumbles about foul

151   Mike says nothing but also is annoyed

152   Mike "They're bad at corners"

153   Mike laughs at the comments about the referee

154   3.53

155   Mike "Jainy I don't like this" as NI nearly score

156   Mike continually feels his chin stubble

157   Mike "A lot of police at it"

158   Mike shouts at referee then tutts and moves position on 

159   the seat

160   Grandfather comments also

161   Mike laughs at referee and says "Oh of course, blow the 

162   whistle"

163   Grandfather leaves the room again 

164   and on his way whispers to the observer 

165   "that's a lot of writing for a football match"

166   Mike "Jesus Christ" when a foul and the whistle blows

167   Mike gets a bit frustrated

168   Grandfather returns to the room

169   Grandfather "Not a great match"

170   Mike  ‘No, but as long as we win...."

171   Mike - whistles to himself as tense moment

172   Mike "They're just booting it up in the air"

173   Grandfather "Have you been playing rugby lately?"

174   Mike "Yes" a bit of interaction here 

175   but the subject still is very much involved in the game

176   4.02 No score goal

177   Mike tutts but says it was a cracker goal

178   Mike "There is no one marking Doway"  "Bloody 

179   stupid"  

180   Raises hands to head in frustration

181   Grandfather "That was crafty of the goalkeeper and he 

182   got away with it" 

183   Mike - no comment

184   Mike "Ahhh" as Quin played a bad header

185   Mike fiddles with chin and strokes his hair

186   4.09

187   Mike "Oh Jainey" when ball lost to NI

188   Mike strokes the back of his neck

189   Mike "What the bloody hell was that" 

190   as the ball kicked wide

191   Grandfather "Is the international three points"

192   Mike "No two points"

193   Foul awarded

194   Mike "That wasn't a foul at all"

195   Mike distressed

196   Mike "For God's sake"

197   Grandfather shares sweets with subject

198   Mike eats but still focused

199   Mike "He can't kick the ball to save his life"

200   Grandfather "Who?"


201   Mike "Babb" Quite annoyed

202   Grandfather comments about Gillespe being good

203   Mike - no comment

204   Grandfather "NI didn't make any changes"

205   Mike - no comment.  Strokes chin

206   Grandfather "NI was unfortunate in the last game"

207   Mike "Yes"

208   Mike shouts "Goal" as it was nearly in

209   Mike "They should've scored".  Moves position

210   Mike "Ahh" as RoI misses on 10th corner

211   Grandfather "Was that Sheridan who missed?"

212   Mike "No Cascarino"

213   Grandfather "Are you sure it wasn't Sheridan?"

214   Mike "No Cascarino" quite annoyed

215   Grandfather "you were right" the commentator says 

216   Babb is having a nightmare.

217   Mike "What?" as if he is listening to the match

218   Grandfather repeats

219   Mike looking intensely at the last few minutes of the 

220   match

221   Grandfather "A good clearance"

222   Mike no response.  Slumping in the chair

223   Grandfather "There's no statistics on the screen"

224   Mike "Mmmm"

225   Grandfather "Cascarino isn't making much difference"

226   Mike - no comment

227   Grandfather "I can hear Charlton now, can you?"

228   Mike "What?"

229   Grandfather repeats

230   Mike crunches the sweet

231   No response at the end of the match

232   Minimal response to his grandfather at the end of the 

233   match

234   Mike gets up from the chair to go home.

235   

236   Session 2

237   28/3/'95
8.00-8.30
Question of Sport

238   Mike -m 16 yrs

239   

240   Mike - general interest but no comments

241   Mike listens intently as round one is the picture identity

242   Mike laughs at the interaction between the teams

243   Mike participates in the pictures round by trying to guess 

244   the sports personality

245   Round Two.  

246   Another pictures round showing various sports clips at 

247   which the contestants had to answer questions about that 

248   sport

249   Mike enjoyed this round and the music that was being 

250   played along with each scene.  Trying to answer the 


251   questions as it went along

252   Various clips were shown to the team captains

253   Mike participated to these also

254   Mike becomes a bit disappointed as Ian's team is loosing

255   Mike remains glued to the screen encouraging his 

256   favourite team on.

257   Mystery person round

258   Mike likes to get the answers right, otherwise gets quite 

259   frustrated

260   Mike gets a good laugh at the interaction between the two 

261   teams

262   Mike puzzled expression when he gets the answers 

263   wrong.

264   What happens next round.  Various clips are shown 

265   where each team has to guess what happens next.

266   Mike participates in this round with more enthusiasm 

267   and is pleased when he gets it correct

268   Mike is very much engrossed in the spirit of the team 

269   competition, especially when he is encouraging his 

270   favourite team to win.  

271   He gets quite frustrated when Bill's team is in the lead 

272   and Ian's team is loosing.

273   Mike gets more anxious as the quiz is near the end

274   Mike had been biting his lip for the past 5 minutes.  

275   Getting more tense and trying to answer questions.  

276   Also making facial expressions.

277   Mike tuts as score is given

278   Last round

279   Mike tries to guess the picture and gets a few right

280   Mike laughs at the commentary given

281   Mike arms are folded throughout the quiz.  

282   Still participating.  

283   Grimacing at Ian's efforts to catch up on points

284   Final score is given

285   Mike disappointed with the result

286   End

287    

291   Session 3

292   29/3/'95
1.35-1.55
Neighbours

293   Mike - m 16 yrs

294   

295   Scene with Danny and Michael dressed up for the Ball.  

296   Smiling. Laughing at Bret.

297   New Scene

298   Mike intense looking at Cody all dressed up

299   New Scene - Cheryl and Bret and Danny

300   Mike laughs at Bret who is horrified at his zit

301   New Scene - Philip, Julie, Debbie and Gran, all dressed 

302   up.  

303   Bret and Debbie in a romantic scene.

304   Mike watches everything intensely and smiles as if 

305   involved in all that is happening

306   New Scene - Mike and Rick are all dressed up and are 

307   trying to dance and Annalease comes in and catches 

308   them.

309   Mike smiles and laughs at them trying to dance

310   Mike "My God" as the horse and cart pull up to take 

311   them to the ball

312   Mike smiles as the scene is all romantic

313   Mike laughs as the horse and cart pull up at the dance and 

314   everyone is astonished.

315   Mike not showing so much interest in this part where 

316   they all line up and go through the formalities at the 

317   dance

318   New Scene - Cody and Sussy are fighting and there is a 

319   real brawl

320   Mike finds this part rather amusing

321   New Scene - women are talking 'women's' talk'

322   Mike thinks this is funny

323   New Scene - Debbie and Bret romantic scene

324   Mike is engrossed in this part and when it shows the 

325   other couples.

326   Mike smiles as Michael and Danny kiss.  He seems to be 

327   very involved in the story

328   New Scene - women talking Mike amused at the 

329   conversation

330   Mike laughs at a stupid joke

331   New Scene - the girls are still fighting

332   Mike looks distressed

333   Mike laughs heartily at the headmistress trying to bring 

334   order.

335   Mike also laughs when Bret doesn't want to get hit 

336   because he's got contact lenses.

337   

338   No words were spoken by the subject all through the 

339   observation.

340   

341   Session 4

342   28/3/'95
9.00-10.00
Models Inc.

343   Mike - m 16 yrs;   Grandfather; Grandmother

344   

345   9.00 Hospital scene

346   Grandfather enters the room, and gives the subject a 

347   deflated football

348   Mike is pleased with the gift and is momentarily 

349   distracted from his favourite programme

350   Mike turns the TV up 

351   to hear over the other conversation in the room between 

352   grandmother and grandfather

353   Mike says "thanks" for the football

354   9.07 break for adverts

355   Mike gets annoyed at the adverts and flicks through all 

356   the channels

357   9.11

358   Mike watches the TV very intensively and tends to block 

359   out any thing that is happening in the room at that time

360   Mike strokes his hair and face with his fingers

361   Mike plays with the football but still does not take his 

362   focus off the screen

363   New Scene - pretty girls and well dressed young men are 

364   portrayed throughout the story-line.

365   Mike fiddles with his hair and constantly caresses his lips 

366   with his finger

367   New Scene- man and woman in a romantic scene

368   Mike watches intently with his eyebrows down 

369   and seems to be totally immersed in the story

370   Mike has hardly noticed that both his grandparents have 

371   left room

372   Mike remains motionless throughout, hardly showing 

373   any expression at all

374   9.26

375   New Scene - 

376   again gets very annoyed when the programme breaks for 

377   adverts

378   Mike flicks through the channels until he finds a 

379   programme he likes.  

380   Usually sport.

381   New Scene - girls flaunting their stuff

382   Mike remains motionless other than fiddling now with 

383   the ring on his finger.  

384   Aware of nothing else that's going on

385   New Scene-kissing scene

386   Mike - no response

387   Mike puts his hand to his face as if to cover it 

388   (This may have been so that the researcher could not 

389   observe him properly).

390   Mike constantly moving his finger around various areas 

391   of his face

392   New Scene - romantic scene

393   Mike absolutely motionless.  Not even any facial 

394   expression

395   9.45

396   New Scene - Adverts

397   Mike flicks to another channel expressing frustration at 

398   the break

399   New Scene - the programme started again

400   Mike got excited

401   Mike hands to chin again and concentrating intently

402   New Scene - suggestive parts on film

403   Mike put his head back a bit.  Lip movements.  Slightly 

404   nervous movements

405   New Scene

406   Mike changes posture

407   New Scene - high fashion models.  Good looking males 

408   and females

409   Mike bites at his nail.  

410   For the first time he took his eyes off the screen to look 

411   at the nail.

412   New Scene

413   Mike changes position

414   Grandfather enters the room again and there is slight 

415   distraction

416   Mike still engrossed in TV 

417   he laughs at Mitch being taken for a sucker.

418   Mike still playing on his chin with finger

419   New Scene - more good looking women

420   Mike puts ring to his lips and strokes them

421   Grandfather makes some comments to the subject

422   Mike answers very briefly without loosing his 

423   concentration on TV

424   Mike fixing his hair gel

425   Grandfather asks the observer the same question

426   Mike constantly biting finger and playing with his hair 

427   gel

428   Grandfather makes some comments about the 

429   programme

430   Mike - no response

431   New Scene- emotional scene

432   Mike strokes his neck with finger

433   New Scene - 

434   moves position

435   New Scene - 

436   romantic scene at end of the programme

437   Mike has been fascinated with the programme throughout 

438   now smiles and relaxes as the programme comes to an 

439   end.  It is like he comes out of a some other world.

440   Mike now interacts briefly with grandfather.

Case Study 10
Observation Notes

Session 1

1     6.30
The College Years (US high school 

2     soap) / The Mask

3     7.00
The Mask 

4     Stephen - m 17 yrs;  Saul - m 15 yrs

5     

6     Stephen ‘is it starting or finishing?’ 

7     (sitting with his legs stretched out, hand up covering his 

8     face)

9     Saul (sitting with 1 leg on knee of other leg)

10    6.45

11    Saul: “This is a gas!’”(bursts out laughing)

12    Stephen (is laughing too but has his face covered, 

13    trying not to show that he's enjoying it)

14    7.00 programme ended

15    The two subjects were very conscious of me in this 

16    observation.

17    also they had just had a fight with their mother and were 

18    quite angry and embarrassed.

19    7.00-8.30
Film The Mask

20    Stephen lights up a cigarette as soon as film starts. 

21    both are sitting on couch though at opposite ends.  

22    I’m sitting behind them.

23    7.02

24    The first scene is of a woman skimpily dressed

25    Stephen "Oh is that Pamela Anderson"

26    Saul "I don't know"

27    Stephen "Plenty of cleavage" (blows smoke rings)

28    7.10

29    Car pulls up outside the house (not on TV) 

30    and there's a discussion on who it is and what kind of 

31    car.

32    the TV is ignored for a few minutes.

33    Stephen offers me a sweet and then offers his brother 

34    one, who is just about to take one and Stephen swipes 

35    the packet away.  

36    Saul doesn't get any.

37    7.25

38    Saul: Music is crap isn't it

39    No response

40    Saul swipes a sweet from his brother

41    Stephen "Bastard"

42    Saul "To get your what?" (asking the TV)

43    Stephen "Belts" (in response to above Q)

44    7.40

45    Both subjects laugh as one of the character hits his nose.

46    7.55

47    Another car pulls up and there's another discussion, 

48    the two go to the window, completely ignoring the TV

49    8.00

50    Stephen takes out another packet of sweets


51    Saul "How many did you take" 

52    (father owns a shop)

53    Stephen "Three!"

54    8.10

55    Saul It's like Roger Rabbit, isn't it?

56    Stephen "Hhmm"

57    Stephen Takes out another packet of sweets

58    Saul comments

59    Stephen answers with "third"

60    Saul "Picture is really bad isn't it"

61    Stephen "Yeah" mumbles

62    Stephen "Evil guys" laughs

63    8.17

64    Saul "There she is"

65    Stephen Who?

66    Saul "Your one from the [?] (about the film).

67    8.15

68    Stephen 2nd cigarette, laughs at bad language.  

69    Both subjects stretch out their legs.

70    Saul gets up to see if cars are gone

71    8.25 

72    The two main characters embrace and are about to kiss 

73    (Both subjects are very quite)

74    The kiss is interrupted and never happens, 

75    the two subjects laugh at his.

76    8.30  The End

77    Saul moves on the couch

78    Stephen "Shove over"

79    Saul "It was alright in the middle"

80    Stephen No responses

81    I asked them what they thought of it

82    Stephen "Middling"

83    Saul "Very good"

84    Afterwards I was talking to Stephen on his own and he 

85    said it was really great.

86    

87    Session 2

88    6.30-7.00
The College Years

89    Stephen - m 17 yrs;  Saul - m 15 yrs

90    

91    Saul is flicking through the channels; 

92    he's annoying Stephen 

93    who tells him to "stop it and put on 1 channel"

94    Saul is sitting on the couch 

95    and Stephen is sitting on the arm of the couch, smoking.

96    they watch attentively for the first 15 minutes very 

97    quietly. 

98    At the break 

99    Stephen takes Saul's guitar which was beside Stephen 

100   and begins strumming it.  


101   He obviously can't play.

102   He offers it to Saul and tells him to play

103   6.45

104   Saul refuses

105   Stephen leaves the room and returns with a bodhran.  

106   He plays it.

107   Programme is back on.

108   6.50

109   Stephen leaves the room again and returns with a tin 

110   whistle, which he hands to me.  

111   He asks me do I know a jig or a reel to which I answer 

112   no.

113   He continues to play, not too loud.

114   Saul continues to watch the TV

115   7.00 The programme ends and the two boys get up 

116   immediately.

Case Study 11
Observation Notes

Session 1

2   6.35
Home and Away

3   Susan -f 6 yrs; Sian - f 13 yrs; Simon - m 12 

4   yrs; R - Researcher

5   

6

7   18.35 Theme music began on television.  

8   Susan, who had been reading, dropped book and jumped 

9   from floor to couch in order to pay full/more attention to 

10   this programme.  

11   Simultaneously, two other family members ran into the 

12   room 

13   (Sian - sister; Simon - brother) 

14   shouting "Great, Home and Away now shut up!"  

15   Then Susan moved over to make room for the others on 

16   the couch.

17   18.40

18   All watching avidly - no communication between family 

19   members.  

20   All appeared to be following the story line, 

21   as comments such as "Michael you're a prat" 

22   and "What kind of a moron are ya Pippa, to put up with 

23   him" began.  

24   (Susan contributed this latter comment)  

25   All three siblings appeared to be in agreement 

26   but did not talk directly to each other - just made their 

27   own separate comments.

28   18.45 Advertisement break.

29   Suddenly all three were up dancing to the ads: singing 

30   out the words of the Smarties and Kellogg's Special K 

31   ads.  

32   They appeared to be competing in their knowledge of the 

33   words and actually seemed much more animated than 

34   they had been during the programme.

35   18.45

36   Again the theme music began and with this so did an 

37   argument.  

38   Susan told her siblings to "Sit down and get out of the 

39   way" as she couldn't "see through" them.  

40   Both her brother and sister waved around in front of the 

41   television - 

42   obviously purposely trying to interrupt her viewing.  

43   Susan became verbally abusive 

44   and they sat down on the floor giggling.  

45   Susan said that she would make sure that they wouldn't 

46   get to see Models IC 

47   (another programme) later on if they didn't stop "pissing 

48   around". 

49   They did.

50   18.55

51   Programme ended

52   and Susan said "Ah - they can't leave us hanging like 

53   that.. pigs"

54   With that Susan left the room.

55   

56   Session 2

57   18.30
Neighbours

58   Susan - f  16 yrs; Sian - f 13 yrs

59   Susan entered the living room alone and turned on the 

60   television.  

61   Neighbours commenced.  

62   Susan threw herself on couch, made herself comfortable 

63   and said "great" - to no one in particular.

64   8.40

65   Susan lay across couch, intermittently raising her left leg 

66   and dragging it along the top of the couch and against the 

67   wall.  She also scratched her head a couple of times, but 

68   otherwise appeared "glued to the screen".  

69   Susan made no comments during this time.

70   18.45

71   13 year old sister [Sian] enters room, saying "Why 

72   didn't you tell me it'd started?"  

73   Susan replied "Cos you don't like Neighbours"  

74   "Yeah, but I'd watch it anyway", then..."What's 

75   happening?"  

76   Then in the middle of the programme Susan began to 

77   relate the events leading up to the current moment in the 

78   soap opera, actually ignoring to a large extent what was 

79   now happening on the screen.  

80   Both Susan and sibling laughed together as Susan related 

81   that Rick (a character in the programme) was "up to his 

82   usual antics in the bar...chatting up women!".  

83   Sibling of Susan said "Poor Debbie though" 

84   (about a character who has bulimia).  

85   Suddenly another character appears on the screen, her 

86   name is Anna-Lise.  

87   Immediately Susan yelled at the television "Get yer 

88   boobs back in ya tart!"  

89   Sibling responds "I hope my boobs get that big".  

90   With this a discussion began on what size boobs the pair 

91   would like.  The conversation progressed to clothes and 

92   what they would do in town on Saturday.  

93   Little, if any, of their attention appeared to be on the 

94   television as the programme ended.

95   As the closing credits appeared both Susan and her 

96   sibling left the room.

97   

101   Session 3

102   18.00
The Simpsons

103   Susan - f 16 yrs; Simon - m 12 yrs; Steve - m 

104   18 yrs

105   Nobody in living room.

106   18.02

107   Door opens and Susan and her two brothers run into 

108   room singing 

109   The Simpson's theme song/music.  

110   Susan turns television on and programme had just 

111   commenced.  

112   Susan commented "Ah shit, we missed the start".  

113   Brother, Simon, responded "that was your fault...if you 

114   hadn't been so slow doing the dishes, we'd have been in 

115   here ages ago".  

116   Other brother Steve "Would you shut up or we'll never 

117   hear anything".  

118   Susan "Well if you two had cleaned..."  

119   Brothers (in unison) "Shut Up"

120   18.05

121   Parents enter room, took seats in room.  

122   Susan sits on floor, complaining that her brothers are 

123   taking up too much room on the couch.

124   18.10

125   Entire family watching The Simpsons avidly.  

126   No on is talking to each other, 

127   but there is much laughing and comparing of Homer 

128   Simpson 

129   (a character in the programme) to the sibling's father.  

130   Father is also laughing but not quite as everyone else.

131   18.15 Ad break

132   Two brothers and Susan begin to dance around the room 

133   competing with each other in singing the words of 

134   Pampers Ad.  

135   Parents leave room 

136   with father commenting that he "May as well be in St 

137   Brendans"  

138   Mother tells the family on the way out to call her when 

139   the second half  begins.

140   18.19 

141   Programme restarts 

142   and Susan turns volume up.  

143   Parents again enter the room (without being called) and 

144   sit in same positions.  

145   Susan again takes up her position on the floor in front of 

146   the television 

147   and brothers sit on the couch.

148   18.22 "You're a fat pig Homer" shouts Susan at 

149   television as Homer digs through the fridge to eat 

150   anything he can find.  

151   "Look who's talking Thunder thighs" says older brother 

152   to Susan.  

153   "Tell him to leave me alone" responds Susan  

154   towards parents - who ignore her completely.  

155   Susan then gets up and pulls older brother's hair.  

156   He responds by pulling hers back.  

157   "Stop it now" the father says firmly.  

158   "He's picking on me" whines Susan.  

159   "Shut up the pair of ye" the father responds.   

160   "Shut up I can't hear" says younger brother, 

161   kicking sister from behind  

162   Susan bursts out crying 

163   and simultaneously father gets so annoyed that he turns 

164   off the television  

165   Younger brother says "Ah Jesus, yis are all saps in this 

166   place" and leaves the room  

167   Susan follows him  

168   Father then proceeds to tell older brother that he ought to 

169   know better.

170


171
Session 4

172


173


174
Top Of The Pops

175
Susan - f 16 yrs; R - Researcher

176
Living room empty

177 
19.01

178
Susan enters room alone and turns on the television, 

179
whilst simultaneously greeting the researcher with 

180
"I'm watching TOTP now so you can study somewhere 

181
else"  

182
R "It's OK, I'll stay here, you won't be disturbing me".

183
19.35

184
Band playing on the programme - 

185
no response from Susan until they have finished, 

186
and then "well they were completely crap anyway" 

187
This seemed to be said to no one in particular.

188
19.38

189
Programme presenter talking and introducing the next 

190
band  

191
Susan  "Boring, boring".  

192
She then changes stations several times, flicking from 

193
one to the other using the remote control.  

194
After approximately two minutes she returns to TOTP.  

195
"Oh, no these are crap too" 

196
(about the next band)  

197
"I don't know why I bother about this stupid programme - 

198
Take That had better be on live".  

199
This comment again appeared to be made to nobody in 

200
particular, but was then followed by 

201
a ten minute conversation directly with the researcher 

202
about 

203
"..how sexy Gary (member of TT is)", how many 

204
posters of him she now had, how she couldn't wait to go 

205
to see them in concert for the third time, and finally, did 

206
you think I (the researcher) could talk her parents into 

207
paying for a ticket.  

208
R laughed, and suggested that that would depend on her 

209
sister's dish-washing skills.  "Ha Ha" responded the 

210
sister (somewhat sarcastically).

211
During this time another two bands had appeared on the 

212
programme - one live and one on video.  

213
Susan ignored both completely, except for a cursory 

214
glance when each had ended.  

215
Suddenly as the last band was announced Susan loudly 

216
told researcher

217
(who wasn't talking at this time) 

218
"Shut up, shut up.  Take That...yes...I knew it...Go for 

219
it Gary.. He's gorgeous!" 

220
Susan's expression was one of intense pleasure. 

221
Until the ending credits researchee sang along to the 

222
number one song.  

223
She knew all of the words.  

224
At the end of the song the presenter thanked TT, 

225
congratulated them on their number one hit, 

226
as the credits rolled Susan turned off the TV, 

227
announcing that she had to run around to Y's (her friend 

228
and neighbour) to see if she'd seen them.

Case Study 12
Observation Notes

Session 1

1     29/3/'95
8.05-8.30
Blackboard Jungle 

2     (Network 2)

3     Rick  - m 16 yrs;      Father;  Mother

4     

5     Rick  watches this programme regularly and keeps score 

6     for himself of how many answers he gets correct. 

7     This activity is encouraged by his father - 

8     who occasionally says "I knew that one".  

9     Rick  gives him an elbow and says "you have to give the 

10    answer before the team does".

11    They interact like this throughout the programme.  

12    Rick  tells Father that he has an advantage because he is 

13    old.  

14    He also comments to me that his father is no good at the 

15    history questions but is very good at geography.  

16    Rick  says Mother is best at the political ones.  

17    He also says "it's not fair asking politics questions to 

18    people of my age". 

19    I ask Rick if he would like to be on TV with his school 

20    team.  He replies that he would not because he would be 

21    afraid of making a fool of himself in front of everybody.

22    

23    Session 2

24    30/3/'95
2.15-3.50
Bonanza The Next 

25    Generation

26    Rick  - m 16 yrs    Mother - mother

27    

28    Mother is asleep most of the time on the couch.  

29    Rick  is in an armchair with his legs sprawled and his 

30    hands clasped behind his head.  

31    He watches the film almost motionless and in total 

32    silence.  

33    He raises his eyebrows in the scene where the 

34    'cowhands' are planning to hang a man for stealing the 

35    milk from a cow for his family who are very poor.  The 

36    son from the ranch comes along and sends the cowhands 

37    packing and gives the cow to the man and his family.  

38    Rick  raises his eyebrows again and smiles.

39    An unknown son of the Uncle Hoss turns up one day in 

40    search of Hoss who had 'done his mother wrong' 23 

41    years before only to find Hoss dead and buried.  The 

42    family take in the young man and the two young cousins 

43    behave as if they had known each other all their lives.  

44    Rick  comments its getting like Dynasty (another soap) 

45    now.  

46    He is very amused by the instant acceptance of the cousin 

47    and the way he is taken into the family without any real 

48    investigation about who he is.  

49    Then there is a lot of money spent buying him clothes 

50    and Rick again finds this incredible.  

51    He was quite engrossed with this film throughout and I 

52    found this rather surprising as it was a cowboy film in 

53    the old style but I guess boys have always liked cowboy 

54    movies.

55    

56    Session 3


57    7.30
The Fresh Prince of Belair (Network 2)

58    Rick  - m 16 yrs    Nick  - m 16 yrs+

59    

60    Rick  watches this programme regularly "for a good 

61    laugh".  

62    He has the cat on his lap - the cat is asleep.  

63    Rick  and Nick  both enjoy the humour of the programme 

64    - 

65    each time the actors slap each others hands they do the 

66    same.  

67    The Fresh Prince is the cousin of the family in the 

68    programme which is a middle class black American 

69    family.  The son of the family is not too bright, neither is 

70    the daughter but she is very good looking.  

71    Nick  comments on the girls in the programme - 

72    Rick  raises his  eyebrows, looks at me and says "Dad 

73    usually watches this too".  

74    Nick  says to Rick "admit it you like the girls too"

75    The plot of the programme is based on the two male 

76    cousins on a weekend skiing trip.  The Fresh Prince 

77    leaves his girlfriend at home as she has to work but she 

78    eventually turns up at the resort.  The cousin feels this 

79    will spoil his weekend and takes off with the Fresh 

80    Prince following him.  They go off in the car and skid 

81    off the road on to the side of a mountain.  The rest of the 

82    plot takes place at the scene of the accident.  

83    Rick  and Nick  laugh heartily at the comments made by 

84    both actors about their situation.  

85    At the end of the programme Rick says he likes watching 

86    this programme because he imagines himself like them 

87    with loads of money and a car of his own.

88    

89    Session 4

90    29/3/'95
2.25-5.00
Football match 

91    between Ireland and Northern Ireland

92    Rick  - m 16 yrs;  Nick - m 16 yrs; Mother

93    

94    Rick  and Nick are wearing Ireland jerseys - 

95    they have sandwiches and coke on a tray 

96    and both are seated on the couch - 

97    the volume is quite high on the TV.  

98    The scenes outside Lansdowne Road grounds are happy 

99    - the weather is good - 

100   Rick  says to Nick "we should have gone to the 


101   match".  

102   Nick replies "there could be trouble yet".  

103   The camera shows many empty seats

104   Rick  says “I told you we could have got tickets”

105   Nick replies "I wasn't allowed go anyway---sush I 

106   want to hear what the commentator is saying".

107   The match begins - 

108   both are quite excited and expect Ireland to win easily. 

109   They make comments about the fitness of Quinn.  

110   There is discussion between them about whether Alan 

111   Kelly is as good a goalkeeper as Packie Bonner. 

112   Nick says Bonner is getting old.  

113   Nick and Rick watch the TV intently 

114   all the time they are talking and eating,  

115   they are sitting forward in their seats.  

116   The teams seem to be fairly evenly matched 

117   and the two boys are rather quiet but remain focused on 

118   the TV.  

119   Kelly is taken off and Cascarino comes on in his place.  

120   They don't see any reason for this as they both feel Kelly 

121   is playing well.  

122   At half time they discuss the previous match against 

123   England when the fans caused a lot of trouble and 

124   compared it with N. Ireland supporters who were "just 

125   here to enjoy the game".  They thought it was a god idea 

126   that the Ireland supporters club sent tickets to the 

127   Shankill supporters club.  

128   Everyone seemed to be in good humour.  

129   They get more drinks and apples.  

130   They are a bit disappointed with the way the match is 

131   going and feel it could be a bit risky for Ireland in the 

132   second half.  

133   When Quinn scores 

134   they jump up and down with their arms in the air and 

135   then around each other.  

136   Quinn's fitness is no longer in doubt and they sing his 

137   praises.  

138   The referee is getting a slagging.  

139   Very derogatory comments are made about his 

140   knowledge of football.  

141   When Dowie scores there is disbelief and silence.  

142   After a brief pause they become animated again 

143   but Dowie doesn't really get the credit.  

144   There is criticism of the ineptness of the Irish players.  

145   The referee gets more criticism - "he's blowing that 

146   stupid whistle for everything"  

147   "Yea he's like a baby with a soother".  

148   Mother comments that it's not too late yet for Ireland to 

149   win.  

150   Rick  turns to me and says "don't mind Mum, she knows 


151   nothing about football".  

152   He has a big grin while he says this.  

153   They hold a brief post-mortem after the match..  

154   They reluctantly give a little credit to N. Ireland but claim 

155   that Ireland are far better and had played a number of 

156   players who were not completely fit.  They also declared 

157   that Ireland's main problem was that they had no stadium 

158   of their own even though they are the 10th best team in 

159   the world.


Case Study 13
Observation Notes

Session 1

7     Sat 17/2/95
5.30
Bay Watch

8     Janet - f 16 yrs sister;   Hilary - f 12 yrs sister;   

9     Odette - f 13 yrs friend

10    

11    They are all watching TV.  

12    They are watching Bay Watch.  

13    Two friends sit on couch, 

14    Janet who is smoking, on separate chair.  

15    I am sitting down at end of the room. 

16    I can see what they are doing but because I am behind 

17    them they cannot see me unless they turn around.  

18    I am  in the role of just watching with them.  

19    Odette, who lives next door, and Hilary have left the 

20    room 5 mins after show starts and eat something and 

21    come back in ?.  

22    Janet is quiet while they are away and just continues to 

23    watch.  

24    Odette has a cigarette of Janet's and smokes it while 

25    watching.  

26    Parents are out.  

27    Odette and Hilary don't seem very interested.  

28    They talk between themselves while it's on.  

29    Odette is giving out about her mother - "she could have 

30    sent Brian to the shops, why did she have to pick on 

31    me".  

32    Hilary "Yeh, I know but sure I'll go with you".

33    Janet "This is crap" as one character is nostalgic about 

34    medals he received for bravery in life saving.  

35    Character is very  ?  .   

36    Hilary "Sure you ready to go to Mass 'cos then we'd 

37    have to go tomorrow and your ma will look out to see if 

38    you're going".

39    Hilary looks bored at TV.  

40    Janet mimics song (in a sarcastic way - she whines out the 

41    song in an exaggerated high-pitched voice) on TV.  

42    Hilary puts on coat and says to Odette "let's go to mass".  

43    Odette doesn't move - she watches more TV.  

44    Hilary "Come on, are you coming" she says impatiently.  

45    Odette puts on coat and they leave.  

46    Janet turns around to me and says "what a bummer"  when 

47    a ship blows up.  

48    She says this in a sarcastic way as if to imply that it's no 

49    big deal, that a ship blew up, it hasn't shocked me.

50    She then gets up and leaves the room to listen to music 

51    and I am left sitting on my own feeling like a fool.

52    

53    Session 2

54    Saturday 17/2/95   7.05
Movie - The Big Win

55    Janet - f 16 yrs sister; Hilary - f 12 yrs sister;  

56    Odette - f 13 yrs friend (Ned - m 21 yrs)

57    

58    Janet, Hilary and Odette are watching a movie - it is an 

59    ad break.  

60    Hilary and Odette start playing with a football and talk 

61    amongst themselves. 

62    Janet "pass the ball".  

63    Ball is passed Janet starts to play.  

64    There is no attention on TV.

65    Odette "Did you see your one, 'it makes my hair shine.' 

66    (said in a high squeaky voice to be sarcastic)

67    Janet "Yeah, what an asshole"

68    Odette "Yeah her hair is mouldy"

69    Movie comes back. 

70    Janet is juggling.

71    Odette and Hilary then pick up oranges and start trying to 

72    juggle.  

73    Janet gets up and shows them how to do it.  

74    They juggle for a while, not getting the hang of it, 

75    so sit back down and watch movie.

76    Janet "Hilary that music reminds me of you   ?  music"

77    Odette "That ball reminds me of you" 

78    (referring to football they were playing with).  

79    Odette and Hilary laugh when the guy goes down on his 

80    knees and screams aloud in an airport (on his own 

81    because he realises he has lost money on a race).

82    Hilary "Does he win this race Janet?"

83    Janet doesn't answer (she seemed intent on listening to 

84    the dialogue by the expression on her face)

85    Odette laughs when guy gets clabbered another guy with a 

86    folded up magazine.

87    Hilary "He loses the next race, doesn't he Janet?" 

88    (looking at Janet)

89    Janet "Have you seen this before?"

90    Hilary "Yes, and he meets this Bimbo in a restaurant 

91    who's really thick"

92    Hilary "She's so thick"

93    (referring to Bimbo who talks like Marilyn Monroe - now 

94    in  a scene). 

95    (saying this with a tone of annoyance)

96    They all laugh when this guy says (to this woman in the 

97    restaurant who just asked him for a pencil and then he 

98    starts to chat her up by saying 'can I buy you a drink' - 

99    she says 'I don't see why not, I'm on the pill'.)

100   Hilary "Is that Joanne Lumley?" (ref. to pill woman) 


101   she gets no answer. 

102   (not really asking anyone in particular as her attention is 

103   focused on the TV)

104   Ned (brother 21 years) comes into room 

105   and asks everyone if one of them will make him 

106   something to eat.  

107   Hilary says "no".  

108   Janet says "no" but then Ned offers her money to make 

109   it.  

110   They discuss it for a while.  

111   Janet agrees and gets up to make him something.  

112   Ned (standing in the middle of the room with no attention 

113   on TV) starts to mess and talk to Odette.

114   (Hilary just looks at them and smiles)

115   Ned "What's your problem"

116   Odette 'I don't have a problem' laughing

117   Ned "Yeh, ya do"

118   Odette "I don't"  

119   Hilary is looking at them talking and then back at TV in 

120   casual fashion.

121   They all stop talking and start watching movie

122   when Richard Dreyhus falls down a hill in a comical 

123   fashion

124   (it seems to be the sound of his screams that grabs their 

125   attention back to the TV)

126   Ned starts to watch movie.

127   Hilary "Yeah, cool dialogue" sarcastically, 

128   when wife says to husband, Dreyfus 'liar, liar, pants are 

129   on fire' (a ref. to this man saying he doesn't gamble) 

130   but Odette laughed at it.  

131   It seemed that Hilary was going to expand on her 

132   slagging of the dialogue but because Odette was laughing 

133   she didn't.

134   Ned leaves room quickly to get his cigarettes, is only 

135   gone about 10 seconds and then comes back and sits 

136   down and continues to watch movie.

137   Hilary  "She's such a asshole that one"

138   (ref. to Dreyfus' wife who comes down to the jockey 

139   hall to prevent her husband from gambling.  She's very 

140   strict about it.)  

141   Hilary just says this - not directed at anyone.

142   Hilary and Odette laugh at a name of a horse Dreyfus is 

143   getting on called Up Yours.

144   Janet comes in from kitchen where she is making food, 

145   stands and stares for a few seconds at Dreyfus placing a 

146   bet and then she returns to her food.  

147   (I have to leave the room then because a friend of mine 

148   calls to the house)

149   

150   Session3

151   Thurs 23/2/'95   9.30   The X Files

152   Dad; Janet - female 16 yrs; Hilary - female 12 

153   yrs; Ned - male 21 yrs

154   

155   Every one has decided to watch it, that is everyone who 

156   is in the room.  

157   Episode is about a nine year old girl who witnesses a 

158   murder but identifies the killer as someone who is 

159   already dead.

160   9.33


161   Hilary "Look at the little flying saucer here” to Janet and 

162   Hilary laugh, 

163   (Janet smiles - realises that Hilary thinks the flying 

164   saucer really is funny).  

165   Hilary then leaves to make toast.

166   9.36


167   Hilary comes back

168   9.40


169   Hilary "it's probably the husband 

170   (the ghost - husband of quiet girls' mother)

171   9.50


172   Janet "How long is this, half an hour?"

173   “It’ll be over at 10.15"

174   9.51


175   Hilary "something will happen to him anyway" 

176   (refer to a guy who is afraid to being caught).

177   10.01 

178   Dad 'what'd you keep lookin' around for" 

179   (to Hilary who keeps looking around) She doesn't 

180   answer

181   10.02


182   Janet "She'll probably be killed off coz she married 

183   someone else"

184   Hilary "this is gonna be scary" she looks away and puts 

185   her hands her ears.

186   Hilary "Dad I don't want look at this part"

187   10.04 

188   Hilary "He'll find her dead now"

189   Janet "No, he won't"

190   10.08 

191   Ned “That kid's everywhere”

192   (the kid keeps appearing in everybody's house)

193   Janet 'Are you going to collect  Linda [sister['

194   Ned "Yeah"

195   Janet "Well I hope that   kid   is sitting beside you 

196   (Janet sees funny side but does not really voice her 

197   opinion about the plot).

198   Ned 'Once he kills all these the girl will probably be 

199   alright'

200   Janet 'I don't like this one it's too scary 


201   (scary part where girl is in home and man is creeping 

202   down stairs).

203   10.09


204   Hilary "I'm getting a cushion".  

205   She grabs a cushion and ? her head into it saying, "Oh I 

206   don't like this one at all"

207   10.14  

208   Hilary "Oh she's got a friend now, she must be happy".

209   

210 Session 4

211   Thurs 2/3/'95    9.30    The X Files

212   Dad; Hilary - female 12 yrs; Ned - male 21 yrs 

213   (Janet - F 16 yrs; Des - male 23 yrs)

214   

215   Ned and Hilary are on couch. Des on separate chair 

216   beside couch.  

217   Janet comes into room just as programme starts and sits 

218   on chair for a few seconds watching and then leaves to 

219   make tea.  

220   9.30


221   Ned 'The engine will probably suck him in" 

222   (ref to this janitor who locks a scientist into a room and 

223   turns on a powerful sucker machine.  The machine does 

224   suck him in).

225   Hilary starts to laugh when she sees the guy flying past 

226   the window into the machine.  

227   Hilary's attention is less intense when there is a talking 

228   part between two FBI agents but visual interest seems to 

229   increase when the FBI agents start to investigate the 

230   killing of the scientist.

231   9.44


232   Hilary "He must be obsessed or something"

233   Des " Is that the same laboratory - is it'?

234   Hilary "Yeah"

235   Ned " The scientist is really brainy" (Janitor can think 

236   brilliantly)

237   Hilary "Oh my God, he froze his head" 

238   (the janitor kills a scientist by putting his head in 

239   nitrogen)

240   Hilary laughs 

241   when one guy says 'Well, they won't be performing this 

242   experiment on  Beakman's world' (CC programme that 

243   demonstrates scientific experiments) - (referring to the 

244   janitor who has flashbacks of a little - 2 boys and ? 

245   looking being separated).

246   9.53


247   Ned "He has flashes of killing people before he actually 

248   kills them".

249   Hilary "Yeh, the same with your man" 

250   (ref to the guy whom janitor killed with nitrogen)


251   10.59


252   Hilary "I'd say he's just thinking the same thoughts as 

253   the twin but the twin is killing them"

254   (ref to the flashbacks that Roland (janitor) has before he 

255   murders people, that his twin is sending him these 

256   thoughts to get him to kill people. The twin, who is a 

257   mathematical genius died physically but is consciously 

258   alive in a scientifically designed freezer and the dial on 

259   the freezer registers Brain activity.  

260   Hilary sits up and watches intensely as the plot thickens 

261   when somebody tries to tamper with the twins freezer 

262   capsule.  

263   Goes to talking part and Hilary relaxes, 

264   then gets up and slowly walks to the kitchen , then walks 

265   back and sits back down on couch and tells father -

266   Hilary "My birthday is on a Wednesday"

267   Dad "Is it?"

268   Hilary "Yeah in 20 days, March the 22nd" 

269   Hilary seems to loose interest and starts to look at a 

270   calendar.

271   Hilary "What's the 17th of March, is it a special day?"  

272   Dad doesn't answer, watching TV.  

273   Attention goes back to TV when the janitor hits this 

274   scientist over the head.

275   Hilary "He's putting him in there like the other guy'

276   (ref to engine room that guy at start was killed by).

277   10.13 

278   Janet comes into room and sits on chair.  

279   Hilary then continues to watch but fidgets, not as 

280   interested as she was before.

281   10.14 

282   Hilary "I think it could have been Roland who was killed 

283   in the car crash not Arthur".

284   Janet "Do you feel sorry for him in this?"

285   Hilary "Yeah, the way he tries to work the machine"

286   Janet "Is he bad in this?"

287   Hilary "No"

288   Janet "Is he mental?"

289   Hilary "No, he's really brainy"

290   Janet "Good ending" said sarcastically as the janitor, 

291   Roland leaves his home to be psychiatrically evaluated. 

292   Credits go up.

293   "Janet, you missed the part where the flying saucer 

294   comes up" 

295   (ref to the flying saucer at the start as the credits go up).

296   Hilary gets up and starts to twirl around dancing up and 

297   down the room. 

298   Dad leaves room and tells Hilary to go to bed and she 

299   says she'll be up in a little while.  

300   She sits back down as the TV catches her attention again.


301   10.20 - 

302   It's a 15 min documentary on weird things that happened 

303   in 1994.  

304   Janet is still sitting in the room.

305   Janet "Oh my God" (ref to strange balls of lightening).

306   Hilary laughs and says to Janet "He said there that the 

307   weirdest thing that happened in August was that nothing 

308   weird happened".

309   Janet "Oh, you hear that music, it's really spooky" 

310   she then gets up and leaves the room.  

311   She comes back after about 2 mins and continues 

312   watching.

313   Janet laughs at snowballs forming themselves ?.

314   Hilary comes back and sits down and says "What's 

315   happening?".  

316   No one answers.

317   Des comes into the room and sits down.  

318   Phone rings, nobody seems pushed to answer it. 

319   Des says "someone get that".  

320   Eventually Janet gets up and answers it.  

321   It's for Des who tuts when he has to get up to take it.

322   Hilary & Janet laugh at a poltergeist that was supposed to 

323   have haunted a house.

324   10.36 

325   When it ends Hilary leaves room, 

326   Janet says "weird", stays in room and puts on MTV.  

327   There's a rock band being interviewed.  

328   I ask her who they are.  

329   She says "arseholes".  

330   She then mutters  "shut up you's" ? directed towards the 

331   band members talking about the nostalgia in a song.  

332   She watches it very bored and almost annoyed looking.  

333   She then says "Anyone who says they can identify is a 

334   sac" ref to one of the band members who says he can 

335   identify a song with an art form.  

336   She then gets up and leaves the room 

337   and I am left sitting on my own watching these eejits 

338   trying to play music. 

339   

340   Session 5

341   22/2/'95
6.30 pm  Neighbours

342   Janet - 16 yrs; Hilary - female 12 yrs; 

343   (Dad); (Des)

344   Janet has already seen Neighbours.  

345   Hilary and Janet sit on couch. Des on chair opposite.  

346   Me on chair down end of the room.  

347   Janet & Hilary are quiet from beginning eating chocolate.

348   Hilary "Bye Cheril" sarcastically. 

349   Cheril is an extra that someone says good-bye to, not a 

350   main character.  


351   Hilary throws ? in bin and offers Des a crisp.  

352   She then gives me a crisp.  

353   Janet asks for one and she gives her one. 

354   Quietness.

355   Janet "Stupid kids" 

356   referring to kids that were running around the house and 

357   shouting and breaking something.

358   Hilary "Isn't Blake Rory's sister?" to Janet 

359   and Janet mumbles a dismissive  "Yeh".

360   6.45


361   Dad gets up and leaves

362   Janet "God the door is only about 2 steps away."  

363   Ref to stupidity of Pipa saying 'I'll walk you to the door'

364   Hilary switches channel to neighbours

365   6.47   

366   Des enters room, stands and looks at TV 

367   and asks "What is it a ?"

368   Janet "A photo"

369   Des "Ya know your man from River dance he plays the 

370   flute"

371   Janet "Ooh, ooh " sarcastically

372   Des "Yeh, well he does"

373   Des leaves room but stands at door and looks at screen 

374   when girl slaps

375   Janet laughs when this girl slaps a guy on the face for 

376   chattin her up

377   Des "He’s  a gobshite , she should tell him to piss off" 

378   and he leaves, referring to this smooth, baby-clean-cut 

379   business guy who keeps trying to hitch up Romanscalf ? 

380   with one of his co-workers.

381   6.30 

382   Hilary puts back on to Home and Away

383   Hilary "She's not even in this episode.  He probably 

384   isn't even in the loo in the diner" 

385   ref to someone who says one of the regular customers is 

386   in the toilet.

387   Des comes back into room.  

388   Hilary changes to Neighbours.

389   Janet says "It's not over".  

390   In Neighbours there is this guy crying over his dead Ma 

391   and Des starts to laugh sarcastically.  

392   Hilary puts it back to Home and Away.  

393   Hilary starts annoying Janet 

394   and Janet says "Get lost" out loud 

395   and Hilary stops.  

396   Everyone laughs at the ending when Rory and partner are 

397   caught naked on the living room floor (we don't see 

398   much nudity).

399   

400   Session 6

401   9/3/95
California Dreams

402   Janet - f 16 yrs; Hilary - f 12 yrs; 

403   

404   Hilary on floor in front of TV, 

405   Janet on couch

406   both eating

407   4.30

408   California dreams on the Children’s Channel

409   Janet “It’s really great the way they tell the story before it 

410   starts” sarcastically

411   Hilary “He goes like this - surf dude with attitude”

412   She says this sarcastically referring to the lyrics of the 

413   song for the credits.

414   They continue eating Pringles and watching, although it’s 

415   not an intense watching, 

416   Hilary looks around every now and again

417   “you two together couldn’t attract a chick out of old 

418   McDonalds farm” - both laugh at that line one guy says 

419   to two other guys.

420   Janet “Hilary, pass me over some more Pringles”  she 

421   passes them over

422   Guy ‘Hey Baby’

423   Girl ‘Drop Dead’

424   Janet laughs at that

425   Hilary “She’s such a sac” 

426   referring to this girl who makes a comment – ‘someoneÕ’s 

427   been pumping the iron’ when this older girl manages to 

428   open a window which was shut.

429   Janet & Hilary both laugh when these guys come out in 

430   boxer shorts to show off their muscles.

431   Janet “Scabby fuckers - all saying that you have to win” 

432   referring to how all these girlfriends are putting pressure 

433   on her to make it onto the basketball national team.

434   Ad break

435   4.45

436   Hilary gets up and goes into the kitchen, saying “that’s 

437   that ad” as she goes, referring to an ad for TCC with this 

438   weird laugh.  

439   Hilary comes back and sits on couch with a chocolate bar 

440   and she gives one to Janet.

441   Programme comes backes when this girl kisses a guy and the TV 

442    audience go ‘woooo!’ 

444   Hilary “I hate that music” referring to music

445   Hilary “that’d be so embarrassing if ya kept saying 

446   ‘what are you looking at’ and then everyone keeps 

447   looking” referring to the girl who is on steroids and she 

448   starts freaking and saying no.

449   4.55

450   Janet “Ahhh ah ah ah see ya” taking the piss out of the 


451   audience.  Reaction to all these friends having a friendly 

452   hug.  

453   Programme is over.

454   

455   Session 7

456   18/3/95   7.00
The Princess Bride

457   Janet - f 16 yrs; Hilary - f 12 yrs; Odette - f 13 

458   yrs (Ned - m 21 yrs)

459   

460   The movie is already on half hour.

461   I am watching it.

462   Janet, Hilary & Odette all come in and watch TV 

463   together.

464   Odette & Hilary have made toast.  They bring it in to 

465   watch movie.

466   Hilary says “Oh, is this the Princess Bride, come on 

467   Odette , lets watch this”

468   Odette & Hilary on couch

469   Janet on chair

470   Odette to Hilary “Do you want tea?”

471   Hilary “no”

472   Janet gets up and goes into kitchen to get food.

473   Odette “He must be the really smart [one]”

474   Hilary “Who, who?”

475   Odette “The man in black”

476   Hilary “He made himself immune to [] poisoning”

477   Odette & Hilary eat and both laugh at who is right and 

478   who’s dead.

479   I hear Janet go upstairs.

480   Ned comes into room and sits down on chair where Janet 

481   was.

482   Hilary seems more interested in toast than movie but both 

483   Odette & Hilary laugh when the guy laughs and then 

484   suddenly dies.

485   Ned seems quite interested

486   Odette gets up and goes into the kitchen

487   Odette comes back with a cup of tea, which she was 

488   leaving the room she kept looking back at the TV.

489   Odette “why does your man want the princess?”

490   Hilary “Cos he wants to marry her”

491   Odette “Is she rich or something?”

492   Hilary “no”

493   Hilary laughs at the ugly rich and scabby

494   Hilary “Ya couldn’t walk down that ya’d just roll down 

495   it”

496   Odette “That’s such a dummy” referring to them

497   Hilary “You better go straight into your house after this 

498   to cook the chicken garlic”

499   Odette “Well I want to see the rest of this”

500   Odette “Is he the farm boy?”

501   Hilary doesn’t answer

502   Odette laughs at the little boy who says “Oh, no [] parts”

503   Hilary “Janet, did you lock the brown back door?” (Janet 

504   in kitchen)

505   Janet  “I’m trying to”

506   Hilary gets up and goes to kitchen to help Janet shut door 

507   and then comes back very soon.

508   Odette “She looks a bit like my cousin” (says to Hilary 

509   about princess)

510   Janet shouts into Hilary “Did you eat all the turkey”

511   Hilary “Yeah”

512   Janet “That was nice of you”

513   Hilary “Ah shut up”

514   Hilary “what did she (Janet) say?”

515   Hilary “Ah nothing”

516   Ned gets up and leaves room.  

517   Odette & Hilary’s attention increases when the princess’

518   dress catches fire. 

519   They’ve finished eating their toast.

520   Odette “My God” (referring to big rat)

521   Hilary mimics breath intake when they come out of 

522   sand.

523   Hilary coughs when they cough but her cough is real.

524   Janet comes into room with food and starts to watch 

525   and says “Remember the [], the way the thing dies” 

526   referring to rat.  

527   She has seen this movie.

528   Hilary “The bitch is standing there doing nothing” (when 

529   rat attacks Wesley)

530   Odette “what can she do”

531   Hilary “She could at least get the sword and stab it”

532   Janet “Look, she’s attacking it with the stick there” (as if 

533   to say ‘relax’)

534   Hilary “Yeah, only when it starts to attack her”

535   Janet “now  listen to this part” (referring to scream of rat 

536   - everyone laughs at it)

537   Hilary says to Odette “Come on can we go into your 

538   house now”

539   Odette “Let me just finish my tea”

540   Odette finishes tea and they both leave the room together.

541   Odette comes back and sits down and watches while 

542   Hilary puts on shoes.  

543   Odette asks everyone where are her shoes.  

544   Janet says they’re in the porch.  

545   She goes to porch and puts on shoes and then Odette & 

546   Hilary leave.

547   Janet laughs when this guy gets knocked out by a sword.

548   Phone rings a couple of times.  

549   Hilary hasn’t left the house yet, she’s in the hall so she 

550   goes and answers it.

551   Hilary “Is Ned here?”

552   Janet “Yeah, he’s upstairs”

553   Odette & Hilary then leave house.

554   There’s an ad break.

555   Janet & me are the only ones left in room.

556   Janet moves her feet in tune with traditional Irish music 

557   in a cheese ad.

558   Janet “this is a good ad” referring to Guinness ad 

559   (she says it to me, she thinks I’m just writing an essay)

560   Janet “Yeah I go off and eat a Magnum on my own and 

561   get really [] and angry” said sarcastically.  

562   She then leaves room singing the Guinness ad music and 

563   dancing.

564   She then comes back and asks me for cigarette.  I give 

565   her one.  

566   She then goes upstairs saying she’s going to have a 

567   shower.

568   7.45

569   I’m now on my own watching the movie

570   8.10

571   Janet & Carl come into room

572   Movie still on

573   Carl “did she fall out of the sky?”

574   Janet “No, she jumped out the window”

575   Carl “Is Hilary going to the disco?”

576   Janet “Yeah”

577   Carl “What is this?”

578   Janet “The Princess Bride”

579   Janet on couch, Carl on chair opposite.

580   Janet “what a crap thing to say”

581   Referring to [someone’s wish] at end of movie.

582 Both go upstairs.

Case Study 14
Observation Notes

Session 1

1     20/11'95
9.30 end of Cracker     

2     9.40 Panorama - Princes Diane

3     Emer - F 26 yrs; Patty - F 25 yrs; 

4     Ellen - F 25 yrs; David - m 23 yrs; 

5     R - Researcher

6     

7     These observation notes were taken in my 

8     sisters flat in Dublin  

9     She lives with two other girls (Patty & Ellen) 

10    and my brother.  

11    It is 9.30 pm.  The Panorama programme 

12    of Diana's interview is coming on. 

13    The above map is an indication of the front 

14    sitting room and will give you an idea of 

15    the seating positions.  It is a very small 

16    room.  

17    There is a general fuss as Patty is trying to 

18    record the end of Cracker which we were 

19    watching before.  

20    My brother keeps on telling her to get out 

21    of the way and that we will miss the start.  

22    This is just to antagonise her.  

23    My sister Emer is not in the room as the 

24    programme starts.  

25    She is talking on the phone.

26    Patty "Why are all the Smiths here?  I think 

27    it's a take over".

28    Ellen is sitting to the right of me eating fish 

29    fingers and beans.  

30    Patty and I are smoking and David is 

31    drinking a bottle of coke.

32    There is much excitement as the interview 

33    is about to start and everyone is telling 

34    each other to shut up.  

35    The interview starts and Diana is asked 

36    loosely about the marriage.  

37    She talks about the fairy tale of the 

38    marriage.

39    David "What does she mean by fairy tale?"

40    R "It was a riches to riches story"

41    Both girls tell us to shut up.

42    Patty "Why are there so many of your family 

43    in the house?" (To Emer on the phone).

44    There is avid viewing as Patty turns the TV 

45    up to a ridiculous volume to emphasise 

46    there is too much noise in the room.  

47    Ellen has finished her meal and has her 

48    feet up and is smoking.

49    David "Just make yourself comfortable 

50    Ellen"

51    Ellen "Don't worry I will"

52    Emer runs into the room and asks if she 

53    missed anything?  

54    Everybody shushes her and she takes a 

55    seat.  

56    Patty gives her a brief rundown though on 

57    the story.

58    Patty "Who was it on the phone?"

59    Emer "Nick"

60    10 mins

61    Diana is now talking about her bulimia.

62    R "Ellen has beer bulimia, every time she 

63    drinks she pukes"

64    everyone laughs at this. 

65    Ellen says it's not funny and says that you 

66    lose your teeth with bulimia as the 

67    stomach acid rots your gums.  

68    Patty says this is true as it happened to her 

69    friend.

70    David "You don't have any friends Patty"

71    Ellen "So Diana must have false teeth"

72    R "That's not the only thing false about her"

73    Patty "I think she's great"

74    Diana is now talking about her boys 

75    referring to her sons 

76    but Patty says that she is referring to her 

77    lovers.  

78    Emer laughs.  

79    It is a very tight fit on the couch and Patty is 

80    consistently elbowing me.  

81    I ignore this.

82    30 mins

83    Diana is now talking about how devastated 

84    she was when she found out Charles was 

85    having an affair.  

86    She says she  it was "woman's instinct" that 

87    she knew.

88    David "She probably read it in the papers"

89    R "Yeh, or when Charles was going out 

90    dressed as a tampon"

91    Patty nudges me in the side.  

92    I tell her that the new remote control is 

93    horrible and vulgar  

94    She says that makes two of us.  

95    Diana says all she cares about is the future 

96    of her 'boys' 

97    and all the girls are now on the edge of the 

98    seat.  

99    David is very relaxed, lying back in the 

100   seat still drinking coke.  


101   Patty and Emer are now smoking another 

102   cigarette.

103   40 mins

104   Diana claims that she is a strong woman.

105   David "Well, why did she try to commit 

106   suicide then?"

107   Ellen "She didn't, she said she just hurt her 

108   arms and legs"

109   R "Well what did she do, just pinch them?"

110   Patty laughs, otherwise the comment is left.

111   Now Diane admits sleeping with James 

112   Hewitt.

113   David "Slut"

114   R "Poor Charles" (said sarcastically)

115   Patty " Shut up"

116   Emer " She's entitled to, Charles was 

117   sleeping with Camellia"

118   David "He's allowed, he's a man"

119   R "I don't know about that"

120   50 mins

121   This argument goes on as the programme is 

122   finishing 

123   with the girls sticking up for Diana saying 

124   she came across very well 

125   and David and I saying that she's a 

126   paranoid schizo with suicidal tenancies.  

127   The programme ends at 10.30 pm

128   

129   These observations were made after the 

130   programme and are as close to the event as 

131   I could make them.  It was hard to keep up 

132   with everything as a lot was going on.  It 

133   was covert research and no one knew I 

134   was doing it at all in the room.  I think this 

135   was an exceptional programme, as it was 

136   the main thing on TV that night.  The 

137   arguments were very partisan with the 

138   girls sticking up for Diana and the boys 

139   sticking up for Charles.  There was a lot of 

140   talking during the programme not all of 

141   which I could remember  This is relevant 

142   to show that people may be are not just 

143   completely involved in a programme at all, 

144   especially the older audience.  There was a 

145   good interaction between myself and Patty.  

146   She was the one most of my comments 

147   were aimed for as she likes Diana the most.  

148   This was annoying her so she was elbowing 

149   me all the time.  Mostly though people 

150   were interacting with Diana on the TV to 


151   what she was saying or her facial 

152   expressions.  David commented on the fact 

153   she was smiling a lot and did not look 

154   sincere.  It was exceptional also as no one 

155   lost interest in the programme.

156   

157   Session 2

158   22/11  6.00  Star Trek The Next 

159   Generation

160   David - m 23 yrs; Val - f 25 yrs;  

161   Mother; 

162   R - Researcher

163   

164   This session starts at six o'clock and David 

165   and Val are in the room.  

166   David is what they call a Trekkie 

167   and Val is not very interested but is just 

168   watching for the sake of it.  

169   She is smoking a cigarette and is lying on 

170   the sofa.

171   Val "How long does this go on for David?"

172   David " About 45 minutes"

173   Val "Well will you watch the end of it 

174   upstairs because Neighbours is on at 6.30"

175   David "No, you go up stairs, you're the only 

176   one who wants to watch that"

177   Val "Mam and R do as well, Don't you R?"

178   R "I'm not pushed to be honest"

179   Val "Please David"

180   David "No"

181   Mam comes in and sits down.  

182   She is also smoking and Val puts the ash 

183   tray between them.

184   Mam "It's very cold, would no one think of 

185   putting on the heat?"

186   She goes out to put on the heat.

187   Val "Jesus, there's no warmth off the fire".  

188   She gets up and puts more coal on the fire 

189   and pokes it.  

190   David is completely ignoring her and is 

191   transfixed with his hands in his pockets 

192   watching Star Trek.

193   Val "Is this as good as the old one D?"

194   David "Yes Val better, if I could hear it"

195   Val looks over at me and laughs.  

196   David sighs.  

197   Mam comes back in and sits again.

198   Mam "Your dinners will be ready at 7"

199   Val "What is it?"

200   Mam "Food"


201   Val "It smells lovely, is  it stew?"

202   Mother "Yes, R will you go out and fill the 

203   coal bucket?"

204   R "After this"

205   Mam "What time is this over at?"

206   Val "Quarter to 7"

207   Mam "The fire will be out by then"

208   R "No, it won't"

209   David "Shss"

210   Mam "Shss yourself"

211   David sighs.  

212   Mam and Val are talking under their 

213   breath about V's job today.  

214   David is sitting looking irritated, but still is 

215   watching TV.  

216   Star Trek is its usual complicated self and 

217   is quite hard to follow.

218   Val "I can never understand this 

219   programme, can you R?"

220   R "Well I can get the gist of it, it's good"

221   Val "Can you David?"

222   David "Well I could if I could hear it"

223   Val "Sorry"

224   Val is indignant and lights a cigarette and 

225   offers Mam and myself one.  

226   David does not smoke.  

227   Mam gets up and says she must check on 

228   the dinner and tells us not to let the fire go 

229   out.

230   20 mins

231   Val "Don't worry I just put coal on the fire"

232   Mam "I hope you didn't smother it"

233   Val "No, it's fine"

234   Mam "R, don't forget the coal"

235   Mam leaves the room for a while as Val 

236   stares impatiently on at the TV

237   Val "David, just check if Neighbours is on"

238   David "Val, shut up"

239   R "Val it's only 20 past 6"

240   Val  "Oh, I think I'll go upstairs to watch it"

241   David "Shss"

242   Captain Jean Luc is also having problems.  

243   He is fighting against the Cardacians or 

244   some aliens and is having no luck in getting 

245   through to them.  

246   Val lies back on the sofa again.

247   Val "How's college R ?

248   R "Fine Val, I'm top in my class"

249   Val laughs and David looks over upset

250   Val "Jesus you can't say anything in this 

251   place"

252   30 mins

253   Val gets up and leaves the room.  It is 

254   nearly time for Neighbours, so she goes 

255   upstairs.

256   Mam comes back into the room and asks 

257   why Val has gone upstairs.  

258   I tell her it's because Neighbours is on.  

259   She sighs

260   Mam "How was college D?"

261   David "Fine"

262   Mam "Did you go in?"

263   David "Ah Mom, yes"

264   Mam "Did you see the lecturer?"

265   David "Yes, I saw my tutor it's all sorted 

266   out"

267   Mam "I hope so"

268   David "Shss"

269   Mom looks at me and throws her eyes up 

270   to heaven.  

271   I laugh.  

272   She sits and looks at the TV and asks if this 

273   is Star Trek.  

274   I tell her it is

275   Mam "You like this programme don't you?"

276   She is looking at David

277   Mam "David"

278   David "Yes I do"

279   Mam "How's the flat going?"

280   David "Grand"

281   David is very irritated by the look of him  

282   His hands are over his eyes and he is 

283   leaning forward.  

284   Mam gets up and pokes the fire and looks 

285   at me.

286   R "I know, I'll do it"

287   Mam "Do it before dinner"

288   Mam leaves the room again and David 

289   looks around at me

290   David "Unbelievable isn't she"

291   R "Pretty bad" 

292   40 mins

293   The show is just wrapping up.  

294   This is usually the bit where you find out 

295   what has been going on for the whole 

296   programme.  

297   All the problems are sorted out and the 

298   enterprise lasts another day

299   Mam "DINNER"

300   David and myself wait till it's over and go 

301   out.  

302   It is 6.45 and I conclude the observation.

303   

304   I found that the interaction between Val 

305   and David as interesting.  It was almost a 

306   war of attrition, show was going to go 

307   upstairs first?  Val was trying to irritate 

308   him till he went up, a play often used in 

309   my house with a second TV upstairs.  David 

310   held out though knowing that Val would 

311   leave eventually.  This research was done 

312   covertly with the results written 

313   immediately after the dinner. 

314
